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Testimony in support of the intent of HB2917 with suggested amendments.

House Committee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources and Hawaiian Affairs
State Capitol, Room 312 at 0830, 4 February 2008

Chair and Respected Members of the Committee;

My name' is Reg White. I have been operating passenger tour and excursion vessels from
Kewalo Basin since 1974. We truly need this bill in order to protect our ability to continue
operations in the event that Kewalo Basin is reassigned from DOT Harbors to some other State
agency. As Kewalo Basin is presently under the control ofDOT Harbors we presently enjoy
these privileges in the conduct of our businesses. The purpose of this bill is to continue our
operations without interruption when the Basin is shifted to another agency from DOT Harbors.

HB2917 requires the DOT to allow boats from Kewalo Basin to use Honolulu Harbor without
additional permits or fees when weather or other conditions close Kewalo or for commercial
fishing boats that have to use Honolulu for the sale of their catch or to conduct their daily
business. There are just a few problems with the language of the bill as proposed, and I submit a
possible fix to you here for an HD1 version of this very valuable bill.

Under Section 2 (l): We cannot wait for the harbor manager to make decisions regarding the
safety of operations at the Basin as he works from 0730 to 1600 Monday through Friday except
holidays and we all operate 24-7. This must be a judgement call by the master of the vessel
involved.

Under Section 2 (2): Commercial fishing vessels do more than just sell their fish at Honolulu
Harbor, they regularly depend on other suppliers and services that are not available in Kewalo
Basin. It's a part of their regular daily business needs to move freely between the two harbors.

The following is my suggestion to modify the wording of this act so that it will accomplish it's
intent:

( ) is text removed, underlined is text added.

HB2917

Section 1. The purpose of this Act is to require the department of transportation to allow a
vessel with a mooring permit for Kewalo basin to moor or conduct business in Honolulu harbor
under certain conditions.

Section 2. "§266- Portability ofKewalo basin use permit; Honolulu harbor. (a) Notwithstanding
any law to the contrary, the department oftransportation shall allow, on a space available basis, a
vessel with a use permit authorizing the vessel to moor or conduct business in Kewalo basin to
moor or conduct business in Honolulu harbor at no additional cost and with no additional use
permit required under the following conditions:



(1) The (manager of) conditions at Kewalo basin prohibit(s) safe entrance into Kewalo basin
because of inclement weather or ocean conditions or when those conditions make unsafe working
conditions alongside; provided that as soon as conditions return to normal (the manager of) at
Kewalo basin (opens the entrance to vessels,) the vessel shall leave Honolulu harbor; and

(2) The owner or operator of a commercial fishing vessel in the normal course of it's daily
business must use Honolulu Harbor (desires) to sell the owner's or operator's catch of fish to a
business operating within Honolulu harbor, or replenish or service the vessel from a vendor in
Honolulu Harbor; provided that the vessel shall not moor in Honolulu Harbor for a period longer
than is necessary to conduct it's regular daily business, unload all or some of the catch of fish for
sale, replenish and refit the vessel, take on fuel or ice as necessary or conduct any other facet of
the normal ship's business that must be conducted only at Honolulu Harbor.

Thank you for hearing this bill today as it is very important to the future of the commercial
boating and fishing industries of Oahu.

Reg White
Vice president, project development
Paradise Cruise, Ltd.
1540 S. King St
Honolulu, HI 96826-1919
(808) 222-9794
RawcoHI@cs.com



Ocean Tourism Coalition
The Voke for Hawaii's Ocean Tourism Industry

820 Mililani Street, #810
(808) 205-1745 Phone (808) 533-2739 Fax

office@oceantourism.org

March 24, 2008

Testimony To:

Presented By:

Subject:

Senate Committee on Transportation and International Affairs
Senator J. Kalani English, Chair

Senate Committee on Water and land
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair

Tim lyons, CAE
Executive Director

H.B. 2917, HD 2 - RELATING TO HARBORS.

Chair English, Chair Hee and Members of the Joint Committees:

I am Tim lyons, Executive Director of the Ocean Tourism Coalition and we support this bill.

This bill will allow vessels to interchange between Kewalo Basin and Honolulu Harbor under

certain conditions. Although both basins were under the jurisdiction of DOT/HCDA, it would

appear that there is some shift in the making. Therefore, we find that this bill is necessary in

order to provide for a smooth transition and continuation of operations.

We would like to note however, that the Harbor Master for Kewalo Basin works a typical 7:30

a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday workweek and therefore, it is very important that the rules



to be developed will allow for this transfer without having to wait for the Harbor Master's

permission, as long as you meet certain conditions.

We also would like to note that there has been discussion about Kewalo and who has or will

have jurisdiction over the harbor. We would advise re-wording the bill so that it is the "agency

having control over harbor shall allow.. ," (Sections a and b of 266).

We believe that further items may be clarified in the Administrative Rules and, therefore, we

support this bill.

ThankyoL.l.
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From: Anne Stevens [Astevens@scd.hawaii.gov]

Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 4:04 PM

To: testimony

Subject: 3/24/2008 TIAlWTL Hearing

March 20, 2008

Dear Chair English and Chair Hee and Committee Members:

I would like to express my support for HB2917 HD2. There are several harbors on the south shore of Oahu
managed by different entities within State Government. Vessels with current mooring permits should be allowed
to seek shelter without penalty in an alternate harbor if weather conditions render the home port unusable.
Reciprocal mooring benefits will provide a margin of safety for our commercial fleet during inclement weather.

Additionally, US flag, Honolulu based commercial fishing vessels doing business (loading ice, unloading fish,
fueling, undergoing repairs) may need to use an alternate harbor for a period of time. On a space available basis,
their mooring permits should be honored in each harbor. This small change to current rules will be of great
benefit to the commercial maritime industry.

Thanks you for the opportunity to provide supportive testimony on this measure.

Sincerely,
Anne Stevens
1350 Ala Moana Blvd. #1004
Honolulu, HI 96814
(808) 591-0899

3/20/2008
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MAR 14 2008

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

March 10, 2008

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim

Senator, State of Hawaii

State Capital Room 218

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Senator,

I would like to express my whole-hearted thanks to you for your tireless

contributions to the development of the Korean community in Hawaii, and in particular, for

your timely initiative to come up with the Senate Concurrent Resolution 51 "Urging the

United States Congress to Support the Korea-United States Free Trade Agreement." I

believe that your effort will be surely very instrumental in gaining the approval of the

Korean-US FTA from the US Congress in the near future.

With due respect, however, I would like to draw your attention to some points that

need to be corrected in your draft resolution.

The first thing that I would like to pinpoint is on the title of my country. The

official title ofthe country is the Republic of Korea, as opposed to South Korea; therefore,

you are advised to call the country the Republic of Korea rather than South Korea through

the draft resolution.

The second is that "the United States Waiver program" in line 30 and 31 on the

second page of your draft resolution can be much clearer if "Visa" can be added in between

the United States and Waiver Program which will read as follow: the United States Visa

Waiver Program.

It would be highly appreciated if you could kindly care to reflect what was

mentioned in the above when looking into the draft resolution for further action, and once

'" 2756 Pali Highway Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 U.S.A
Tel : (808)595-6109 Fax: (808)595-3046 Website: http://usa-honolulu.mofat.go.kr



CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

again, I thank you for your warmest consideration for Korea and the Korean

community in Hawaii.

Please accept, Senator, my best regards for your continued success and good health.

Mahalo.

DAE-HYUN KANG

Consul General

2756 Pali Highway Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 U.S.A
Tel : (808)595-6109 Fax: (808)595-3046 Website: http://usa-honolulu.mofat.go.kr
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LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097

March 24, 2008

TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE NO. 542

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

BRENNaN T. MORIOKA
DIRECTOR

Deputy Directors

MICHAEL D. FORMBY

FRANCIS PAUL KEENO

BRIAN H. SEKIGUCHI

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Department of Transportation whole-heartedly supports Mr. Richard R. Houck's nomination
to the Commission on Transportation. Mr. Houck's distinguished maritime career in the United
States Coast Guard (32 years of service) included leadership positions in operations, strategic
planning, engineering, financial management, and Congressional and governmental relations.
His wealth of experience in operations and harbor security will serve the Commission and the
Department well.

The Department of Transportation is honored by Mr. Houck's willingness to serve on the
Commission and it should be noted that his father-in-law, Mr. Robert T. Leary, served on the
Commission in the 1970s. Accordingly, the Department respectfully requests the Senate to
confirm Governor Lingle's nomination ofMr. Richard R. Houck, to the Commission on
Transportation, for the term July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2012.

Thank you for your favorable consideration.


