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April 3, 2008

Te\'Itiiter: Naney S. PartUm, RN, MPH
BiU: SCR 94, Urging the University of Bawaii to Rebuild the School of Public Health by 2012.
Committee: House Higher Education

Aloha Cbairpenon Chang, Vice--Chairperson Bertram and RED Committee Memben:

J am a faculty menaber in Pablic Health testifying a'!l an individual in moag support for SCR 94,
UrgiDg the Ulliversity ofHawaii to RebBiid the School of Public. Health by 2012. I am _l4lO a fonner
president o£both the Hawaii hblic Health Association (2000-2001) and SPH AIt..uai A~~ociation.

The UlI &:booI oCP.-blie Health (SPB) wa..~ established in the 1%O's to meet the .eeds for a public
health workfon:e in Hawaii, Asia and t'e Pacific, as -well as utiouJIy. Hawaii, For 30+ years, the
SPH prepared over 3,500 professionals for cballeDJPllg public health work in epidemiology,
geroDtology, matemal and child health, health administration and plannillg, nutrition, and
intenational health, as well as other areas..

T.e mission of the VB DepartmeDt ofPublic Health Sciences (DPHS) is to adnnee the health of the:
people of Hawaii, the nation, and the Asia-Pacif"JC region through the education aod hining of
publit health professionals, innovative raearc:h in public Itealtb &dences, aDd public health service
to the community. The Program emphasizes the preparation of f ..ture poblic bealth leaders who
are proficient at employing pohlic health knowledge and pradic:al skills in a colturally-diverse
environU1ent.

The knowledge aDd professional expertise of publie health professiollals is required in order to:
• Monkor health status 2lnd develop health promotion programs;
• Investigate health hazards and provide problem-bMed solutions;
• Engage, infono " educate the general p..blie on personal and public health concerns;
• Mobilize community partnerships and collaboration;
• Develop policies to support and promote health io local communities;
• Enforce public health laws and legal regulatioDS;
• Ensure a competent and skilled health PH wOl"kion:e;
• Pnn'ide health care serviee8 alld ensure more effective distribution of health care raources;
• Conduct research and evaluate public health programs.

When the SChoollolit its PH acereditation in 1999 and bedme a department uader the School of
Medicine in 2000, maJly alBmlli and supporters in the coauntinity were devastated by the loss of the
oaly sc:booI of public Itealth i. the US-Pacific, aad very concerned about tbe lItODomeutal efforQ it
would take to rebuild the SPB again.

Since that time, the Dept. of PublK Booth Sciences has mad£ slow but steady progJ"e8S towards
rebuilding the Sdaool of Public Health. There H mOil! PH faculty to support a greater array of PH
specialiatiou needed to train PH -workers. There IlL4J been recent CEPH re-acxreditatioD, whieh is
a~Dtial to the good standing and eGntinuation of the program. More coJlaboratioR with tlte
community and other UB prog...ms is occuniDg aDd mote stu.dents are entering PH than has
occnrred in tile past 8 years.. Community support for rebuilding tbe SPB is strong and
unwavering, U it ~ clear that Hawaii fa~ many publk health cballeDgeB that c:an only be
addressed with a well-trained and snpported PH workfo~e.Tbere is DOW a business plan in place
to Iaelp gaide rebailding the SPB in a well-organized and oost-efJ'ective manner.
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Workforce surveys indicate that the curent publjc health DOH workforce is aging (the average age
is 47); witb many retiri.g (over 45% of m DOH workers will be able to retire i. next few years),
ltaviDI!: workforce replacement and retention issues (20°/. vacaDcy, 14"10 DOH turnover rate); and
witla many DOH workers lacki~ fonnal educAtion in publk: health. A receDt national report on
the public health workforc:te status recognized Hawaii as one of trouble spots for public health;
whkb was primarily attributed to the closing ofHawaii's School of Poblic Health and its lingering
negative impact on current and future workforce needs of the health sedor ia Hawaii.

A viable School ofPnblic Healt. will allow 0.." to better respond to Hawaii's public: health needs;
inciDding issues relating a potential pandemic Ru epidemic, substance use, disparities in health
status, enviroomentaillealth problems, diabetes, elder .ealtb, injury preveution, cbild.ood obesity.
bioterrorismy SARS, and many other Itxal and global bealt. ebaU.enges.

Di8parities in healtll and socioeconomic status as well as existing barrieI'll to access a"ailable health
care, social and edueatioD.1 services are dearly doeume..ted in Hawaii. Au estimMed 29% ofoor
populatio8 now lives Oil neighbor islands, and a growing namber of people lins io suburban and
rural area.<t of OahD. This sizable popDlation group has expressed sipifieant needs for pablie health
training and ed.cationy which is n01'V only minimally accessible.

Reviving our Hawaii School ofPublie Bealtll brings other adva.tages. It will increue our
eligibility and potential to~ awarded more federal grants. It iae.-e.ses 001' ability to attract aad
gradnate students t.upported by i.temationalscholanhip programs. It will allow os to develop
disbince education programs to facilitate enroDmeat ofstudents living and working on neighbor
i8lands. There is a recogniud tile need to expand m distance edutation C2pacity aDd 8COpe in
onler to reach more Doder-represented public health students. to creatt high~alitylocal healtb
workforce aDd also to eoUl'. in the national pnblic health educational market with other
aeademie itititutio~schools and programs.

We appreciate your stro..g and unequivocal support for SCR 94 to help us move forward in
rebuilding our critieally-needed Hawaii School ofPublic Health for Hawaii b)' 2012. TIl.llk you for
hearing this iDlportalit pablie health resolution.
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Testimony Presented Before the
House Committee on Higher Education

April 3~ 2008

Satoru Izutsu, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus
John A. Burns School ofMedicine

SCR 94, URGING THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIl TO BEGfN
REBUILDING THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH BY 2012.

Chair Chang, Vice Cha.ir Bertram, and Members of the Committee:

I am a Professor Emeritus in Public Health and Psychiatry and testifYing in
strong support of SCR 94, a significant step towards the reestablishment of
the School of Public Health at the University of Hawaii.

In 1999 the school was closed due to the inability to comply with
accreditation standards, primarily related to resources requirements. Under
the direction of the UH Board ofRegents~ a Department and later renamed
an Office of Public Health Sciences was installed in the Jo1m A. Burns
School of Medicine. To date, the Office has made significant strides toward
seeking accreditation as a School. Toward the objective of becoming a
School, the following have been achieved:

1. In 2007, Public Health as a Program was awarded seven years of
accreditation, the maximum number of years possible, from the
Council on Education in Public Health. The next step is to seek
accreditation as a School ofPublic Health.

2. A business plan has been completed to outline what it would take to
annually maintain a School of Public Health. It is estimated that it
would require about $4 million annually to operate a School. This
investment is estimated to result in the training of 350 newly trained
public health workers and increase the prospects of generating
extram ural funds.

With the assistance of the Hawaii State Legislature, a School of Public
flealth in Hawaii will be poised to train professional personnel to contribute
to the health of the people of Hawaii. In addition, a school will pursue its
place in globalization where traditional links with Asia/Pacific are
strengthened. Specifically; training and research in public health will
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address safety and security measures associated with disasters and diseases
such as bio-terrorism, AVN Flu, and AIDS.

It is respectfully requested that the State Legislature suppOli the University
of Hawaii, John A. Burns School of Medicine, to continue seeking re­
accreditation of a School ofPublic Health by 2012.
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