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URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, OFFICE OF PLANNING,
LAND USE COMMISSION, HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL, AND CITY AND

COUNTY OF HONOLULU TO SUPPORT AND FURTHER THE DESIGNATION
OF GALBRAITH LANDS AS IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS, AND

PRESERVE AND PERPETUATE THEM AS AGRICULTURAL LANDS.

Chairs Tokuda, Hee, and Inouye, Vice Chairs English, Kokubun, and Tsutsui, and

Members of the Senate Committees on Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs, Water and

Land, and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs.

SCR 144 and SR 76 urges the City and County of Honolulu to initiate the process

to identify the Galbraith lands for designation as important agricultural lands (IAL), and

urges the City Council, the Department of Agriculture, the Office ofPlanning (OP), and

the Land Use Commission (LUC) to support the delineation of these lands as 1AL. The

resolutions further request the LUC and the City and County of Honolu1u to restrict use

of the land to facilitate the long-term dedication of the Galbraith lands as agricultural

lands.



OP supports the intent of the resolutions, since the Galbraith lands meet many of

the criteria in Section 205-44, HRS, for the identification of important agricultural lands.

However, we note there are several obstacles to the achievement ofthe objectives of SCR

144 and SR 76.

Under current law, the LUC cannot designate IAL based on county-approved

maps until three years after the enactment of the agricultural incentives. Thus, the

passage of agricultural incentives legislation this year is critical to the eventual

designation of Galbraith and other lands as IAL.

Even so, current law (paragraph 205-49(a)(3)) bars the designation ofmore than a

majority ofGalbraith lands as IAL, unless the landowner files a voluntary petition under

Section 205-45 to designate more of their land as IAL. This provision is a significant

impediment to designating all of the Galbraith lands as IAL.

While IAL is a first and necessary step in the protection oflandmark agricultural

land like the Galbraith lands, it is important to recognize the limitations of the current law

in ensuring long-term dedication of the lands to agricultural use. Chapter 205, HRS,

lacks use and density standards for IAL that would restrict the lands to purely agricultural

use with strict farm dwelling limitations.

In closing, it will be difficult to secure the long-term dedication of the Galbraith

lands as agricultural lands without enacting legislation that: (1) establishes restrictive

permissible uses and development standards for IAL; and (2) establishes State programs

for the transfer of development rights or purchase of development rights, and funding,

that would enable land to be protected for agricultural use in perpetuity.

Thank you for the opportunity to testif'y.
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