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PRESENTATION OF THE
BOARD OF ACUPUNCTURE

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
Regular Session of 2008

Monday, February 4, 2008
1:15 p.m.
TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 3028, RELATING TO GRADUATES OF
FOREIGN ACUPUNCTURE PROGRAMS.

TO THE HONORABLE DAVID Y. IGE, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Dr. Gary Saito, Chiropractor, and | am a public member of the Board
of Acupuncture (“Board”). The Board has authorized me to speak on its behalf.

The Board appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 3028,
which is an Administration bill.

This bill proposes to require foreign-educated acupuncture applicants to have
their educational information evaluated by a Board-approved professional credentialing
evaluator as a prerequisite for examination and licensure.

Section 436E-5, H.R.S. mandates the Board to ensure that applicants for
acupuncture examination_and licensure meet the same high standards of acupuncture
education, regardless of whether they attended an acupuncture program located in the
United States or one in a foreign éountry. Applicants who attended U.S. acupuncture
programs are required to complete an accredited program or one that is recognized as
a candidate for accreditation by a national accrediting body recognized by the U.S.

Department of Education. On the other hand, for applicants who completed a foreign
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education program, the Board is required to review and approve the foreign school
curricula and ensure that the institution was recognized by the appropriate foreign
government. |

Because U.S. acupuncture education programs are overseen by the national
accrediting body, the Board is able fo rely upon the uniform standard set forth via
accreditation and therefore, has not had difficuity ensuring that graduates of U.S.
programs meet the educationa! requirements. This, however, has not been the case for
foreign-educated applicants. The reason is because there is no agency or organization
that oversees the quality of foreign acupuncture education.

As a result, the Board, in order to meet its mandate as applies to foreign-
educated applicants, must undertake duties similar to that of an accrediting body, for
which it does not have the experience, qualifications, or resources‘. In doing so, the
Board has encountered significant roadblocks, such as being unable o ascertain
whether the foreign documents are, in fact, authentic. In addition, the Board’s review of
school records, such as transcripts, completion certificates and the like has been
hampered due to a lack of standardization among the fdreign education systems.

A credential evaluation would include an assessment of the applicant’'s academic
record, courses studied, and the degree, certificate or diploma earned in terms of
equivalency to U.S. acupuncture education. The report would also state whether the
institution is recognized by the foreign government where the school is located. Further,
the service would verify whether the credentials are authentic. The Board believes that

having the above information would enable it to better understand the foreign academic
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credentials and provide it the opportunity to conduct a well-informed and objective
review of the applicant’s educational qualifications.

Credential evaluators, who are experienced and trained in both U.S. and
international education systems are recognized authorities in their fields. In addition,
they have access to foreign educational programs. Equally as important, they have
experience dealing with overseas officials. The Board does not possess these valuable
experiences or resources.

It is important to note that in utilizing credential evaluations, the Board would not
relinquish its responsibility to ensure that foreign-educated license applicants méet the
education requirements.

And although foreign graduates will be required to pay respective application
fees to the credential evaluator, the impac’i on the applicant will be positive because the
Board will be able to expedite the processing of their applications.

Therefore, the Board believes that amending section 436E-5(d), H.R.S.,
to authorize the Board to require graduates of foreign acupuncture programs to submit
their educational information o a credential evaluator, will assisf the Board in ensuring
that all applicants for acupuncture examination and licensure, regardless of whether
they attained their education in the U.S. or at a foreign program, meet the high
standards of acupuncture education that the legistature intended.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill.
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To:  Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice-Chair
Health Committee

RE: TESTIMONY SUPPORTING SENATE BILL 3028
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE

We strongly support SB 3028 that requires foreign-trained applicants to
have their credentials evaluated by a qualified credentialing agency which
shall ensure that all applicants granted an acupuncture license under this
chapter meet equivalent standards of training and education, and is
therefore in the best interests of both the public and the profession.

Foreign students whe wish to enroll in our master program must have their
transcripis translated info English, and evaluated to approximate
comparable levels of education achievement in the United States. The
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers is
an agency qualified to make such assessmernits,

lin addition, we propose amending HRS 436E-9, regarding biennial
renewal of an acupuncture license to include at least 30 hours of continuing
education, This requirement is consistent with national standards for the
acupuncture and Oriental Medicine profession established by the National
Certification Commission of Acupuncture and Otlental Medicine
(NCCAOM).

Although the Acupuncture profession has an outstanding safety record, it is
in the best interests for the public to have Acupuncturists keep abreast of
developments in the evolving field in healthcare. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify on this bill.

Sincerely, .

W ot

Wai Hoa Low, D.Ac.
President
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To:  Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Caro] Fukunaga, Vice-Chair
Health Copmittee

From: John Welden, Dipl.Ac., L.Ac.
President
Hawaii Acupuncture Association

Re: TesTIMONY St;rmn'rma SeNATE By 3028
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE

I support SB 3028 that requires foreign-trained applicants to have thier credentials evaluated by a quali-
fied credentialing agency which shall ensure that all applicants granted an acupuncture icense under this
chapter meet equivalent standards of training and education, and is therefore in the best interests of both
the public and the profession. ' ,

In addition, I propose amending section 436E-9, Hawaii Revised Statutes, regarding biennial renewal of
an acupuncture license to require at least 30 hours of continuing professional education. This require-
ment is consistent with national standards for the acupuncture and Orlental Medicine profession estab-
lished by the National Certificaiton Commission of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicne (NCCAOM).

Although the profession has an outstanding safety record, it is in the best interests of the public to re-
quire healthcare professionals to keep abreast of developments in the evolving field of medicine.

Sincer




