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Re: SB2701 Relating to Student Health (Requires each student to
have a vision evaluation done by an ophthalmologist, physician,
optometrist, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered
nurse 6 months before entering the beginning grade of any school in
the State, at parents' cost. Gives parents right to refuse examination.)

The Hawaii Medical Association strongly opposes SB2701.

Vision evaluations are already part of physical exams required for
school entry. Attached is the form each student is must submit
showing they have undergone the reqUired exams, including a vision
evaluation.

This bill is unnecessary and creates an additional burden of time and
expense for families. This burden is greater for families with more
than one school aged child.

Unimpaired vision is vital to a student's ability to learn and succeed in
school. The HMA supports vision screenings that help to identify and
address the vision problems of children.

We urge you to hold this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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STUDENT'S HEALTH RECORD
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(Mother/Guardian)

Please complete the following sections (CHECK IF YES)
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Male 0

(Father/Guardian)

Preschool: Entry Date / /

Elementary: Entry Date ---.L-.L-
Intermediate/Middle: Entry Date / /

High: Entry Date I I

Student Address Label

MEDICAL STATUS

Allergy (type)
Asthma

Vision Problems

o Cancer/Leukemia
o Chronic CoughlWheezing
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o Sickle Cell Anemia
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Provider's Signature
Provider's Stamp
or Printed Name

I
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CHEST X-RAY

Date Results Location

I I

II
Physician, APRN, PA or Clinic -,- -,--'- 1p"=':-'===~4

(Signature or stamp if different from above) ..'OFFICE USE ONLY (Rev. 2006)

• in future, will be required



Health History Comments: Include Referrals and Reports. Recommendation for significant findings.
(Please Print)

Date Signature & Title Date Signature & ntle
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EYE CARE AsSOCIATES OF HAWAII

o 1441 KAPIOLANI BLVD., SUITE 1520
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96e14
TEL: (608) 973-~015
FAX: (808) 946-2010

Drs. Kuwaharo, Ishihara, Ishimot:o &: Arakaki, Optometrists, Inc.

VIIl.....rcef
www.vl$!on$ource-ecahrlwall.com

EMERGENCIES. CALL: (806) 988·2166

o 94-748 HIKIMOe STREET, SUITE C
WAIPAHU, HAWAII 96797
TEL: (80B) 671-1656
FAX: (808) 611-2020

Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair, Senate Committee on Health
Senator David 1ge, Chair, Senate Committee on Education
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RE: SB 2701 Relating to student health

Dear Senators Sakamoto, Ige, and the members ofthe Educatiotl and Health Committee:

My name is Dr. Linda Arakaki. As the Immediate Past President of the Hawaii
Optolnetric Association and Chair of the Hawaii Infant See Program, 1have always been
all advocate of providing the best in vision care to all of my patients but most especially
to the children. in my practice. J am writing to you to express my support for SB2701
which requires a v.ision evaluation for any student entering the school system.

Because 80% of all learning during a child's first 12 years of life comes through vision,
healthy eyes and normal vision development are important factors that may detennine a
child's success in school. Undiagnosed vision problems can lead to reading difficulties,
which then ma.y lead to learning problems. By having a child's eyes and vision properly
evaluated and treated ifnecessary early 011 in life, such problems Cal1 be avoided.

Currently, Hawaii is only one of 10 states that have no vision screening or visio11 exam
requirements. If vision problems can be diagnosed aud treated early in life, a child will
have a better quality of life and learning experience. Many tax dollars are spent trying to
fix a problem that could have been prevented by a simple eye and vision evaluation early
in a cllild's development.

J ask for your support for this very important issue regarding the education and health of
the children ofHawaii.

Sincerely,

Linda T. Arakaki, 0.0., F.A.A.a.
Immediate Past President, Hawaii Optometric Association


