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Big Island fuvasive Species Committee

Testimony from the Big Island Invasive Species Committee

On SB-2523 Relating to Invasive Species and Restdcted Plants

Before the Committee(s) on Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs/Energy & Environment

FeblUary 5) 2008

S:B 2523 Prohibits the sale ofplants designated as restricted plants or noxious weeds. This measure
amends and strengthens the authol'ity ofthe Hawaii Department of Agriculture to implement
administrative rules to limit the distribution ofplants and any portions deemed l1oxiotlS to prevent the
spread ofinvasive species within the State. BIlSe supports the measure in its entirety with the
amemled changes.

In addition, subsection 152-3(b) is necessary to resb:ict the sale ofnoxious and restricted plants within the
State and BIISC suppol1s this addition to the Ctll'fentnues. Stopping sales ofrestricted plant's, is vital to
containing the spread of invasive species. BIlse has fielded ntllnerous calIs, where reports ofstlch sales
ofplants are or have occurred, The Hawaii Department ofAgdclllttll'e requires this palt.icular nue change
to stJ:engthen its authority to limit; pending permits; 01' hart the sale ofnoxious plants altogether.
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