TESTIMONY OF THE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 2008

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE:
S.B. NO. 2212, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, RELATING TO CRIME.

BEFORE THE:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

DATE: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 TiMe: 4:05 PM

LOCATION: State Capitol Room 325
Deliver to: Committee Clerk, Room 302, 5 copies

TESTIFIER(S): Mark J. Bennett, Attorney General
or Lance M. Goto, Deputy Attorney General

Chair Waters and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General supports this bill, but
recommends two amendments.

This bill facilitates the prosecution of human trafficking
related crimes by creating a new offense of sexual exploitation of a
minor, amending existing kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution
laws, and adding sexual exploitation of a minor to the definition of
racketeering activity. This bill also eliminates the distinction
between minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposes of
promoting prostitution.

As currently written, the new offense of sexual exploitation of
a minor set out in section 1 of the bill could potentially preclude
private conduct between a man and his 17-year-old girlfriend. To
address this concern, we propose amending the definitions of “"exotic
or nude dancer" and "erotic or nude massager" on page 2, lines 13-
17, so that they read as follows:

"Exotic or nude dancer" means a person performing, dancing,

or entertaining in the nude for which the person or another

receives a fee or other compensation, and includes patrons

of a business establishment or enterprise participating in a

contest or receiving instruction in nude dancing.
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"Erotic or nude massager" means a nude person providing

massage services with or without a license for which the

person or another receiveg a fee or other compensation.

These amendments will narrow the scope of the offense to situations
in which the minor or another person, such as an adult controlling
or managing the minor, receives compensation for the services.

We are also concerned about the amendment to section 11 of the
bill, concerning the offense of promoting prostitution in the second
degree, which replaces "prostitutes" with "prostituted persons" on
page 11, lines 2-4. The committee that made this amendment
explained that it did so "because trafficking victims are not deemed
to be 'prostitutes' voluntarily." As amended, this could be
interpreted to make the offense of promoting prostitution in the
second degree only apply to situations involving persons who are not
engaged in prostitution activity voluntarily. To address this
concern, we recommend adding a subsection (3) to section 712-1203,
Hawali Revised Statutes, that would read:

(3) As used in this section, "prostituted person" means any

person who engages in, or agrees or offers to engage in, sexual

conduct with another person for a fee.

We respectfully urge the Committee to pass this bill with the

recommended amendments.
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Testimony on behalf of the
Office of the Public Defender, State of Hawai'i
to the House Committee on Judiciary

March 25, 2008
RE: S.B. 2212, S.D.1, H.D.1: Relating To Crime.
Representative Waters and Members of the Committee:

S.B. 2212, SD1, HD1 seeks to create a new offense of “human
trafficking”. We are unclear what specific conduct in our community this
legislation is designed to address that is not already covered by offenses in the
Hawaii Penal Code.

As drafted, this legislation appears to address conduct already covered by
current statutes. We do not see the need to dismantle the structure of the
Hawaii Penal Code in order to draft statutes to mirror federal counterparts.

Also, in Section 3, it seeks to add the newly created offense of “sexual
exploitation of a minor” and the existing offense of “promoting prostitution in the
first degree” to the list of “violent offenses” under section 351-32. While taking
no issue with the seriousness of the conduct sought to be addressed by these
offenses, the offenses are not “violent” under the standard definition of violence.
We open a Pandora’s box when we start adding offenses that are not violent,
per se, to such a list.

For these reasons, we cannot support this legislation in its current form.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill.
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{ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
\  ACTION CENTER

To:  Chair Tommy Waters
Vice Chair Blake Oshiro
Members of the Committee on Judiciary

From: Nanci Kreidman, M.A.
Executive Director

RE: S.B.2212,SD.1,HD.1

Hawaii is not exempt from the human trafficking epidemic. The intent of S.B. 2212, S.D.
1, H.D. 1 is commendable but there are concerns regarding the bill’s proposal to create a
new offense, “Sexual exploitation of a minor.” This seems to go beyond the scope of
trafficking.

Another concern is the characterization of sexually trafficked persons as “prostitutes”
which is inaccurate. Victims are not only forced into prostitution but have also been
placed in strip bars and clubs which are part of the sex industry. The term prostitute
carries tremendous stigma in our society, and it is important that the already traumatized
victim is not further victimized by that social stigma.

In the attempt to protect trafficking victims and ensure that those who commit
trafficking crimes are appropriately prosecuted some parts of this bill steps
beyond the bounds of trafficking. A majority of states that have adopted human
trafficking laws have followed models from the U.S. Department of Justice which
focuses exclusively on human trafficking.

Thank you for inviting input about this issue through the hearing of S.B. 2212,
SD1,HD.1
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E-Mail to: JUDtestimony@Capitolhawaii.gov
Regarding: House JUD hearing
Hearing on: March 25, 2008 @ 4:05 p.a. In room 325

Date: March 20, 2008
To: House Committee on Judiciary
The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair
The Honorable Blake Oshiro, Vice Chair
From: Kelly M. Rosati, JD
Executive Director, Hawaii Family Forum
Lobbyist, Roman Catholic Church in the State of Hawaii
Re: Support for SB 2212 SD 1 HD 1 Relating to Crime

Hawaii Family Forum is a non-profit, pro-family education organization
committed to preserving and strengthening families in Hawaii. The
Hawaii Catholic Conference is the public policy voice for the Roman
Catholic Church in Hawaii, which under the leadership of Bishop Larry
Silva, represents over 210,000 Catholics in Hawaii.

We strongly support efforts to stop the abomination of human
trafficking. Hawaii Family Forum was involved years ago in the
successful efforts at the city and state levels to better protect victims of
commercial sexual exploitation, which has a particularly adverse
impact upon young women and girls. This type of exploitation is often
associated with human trafficking as girls are literally bought, sold and
transported against their will for the purpose of commercial sexually
exploitation.

We defer to the appropriate legal authorities on the details of SB 2212
SD 1 HD 1 as it involves complicated criminal law provisions. We hope
consensus can be developed to support efforts to strengthen laws
against human trafficking.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

6301 Pali Highway e Kaneohe, HI 96744-5224 e Ph: 808-203-6704 « Fax: 808-261-7022

E-mail: kelly@hawaiifamilyforum.org
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racketeering. Eliminates distinction between minors under 18 and minors under 16 for
purposes of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual exploitation of a minor
and promoting prostitution in the first degree eligible for crime victim compensation.
Eff. July 1, 2050. (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or
Fax: (808) 586-9456

Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of the Safe Zone Foundation and Girl Fest Hawail, I am writing in support of
SB2212 HD1 SD1. Girls as young as nine years old have been forced into prostitution,
According to the Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons” is the
denial of liberty by one person or entity over another person. Business
transactions/commerce and travel are secondary descriptions that may describe other
characteristics included with the crime.

It is important to note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trying to reauthorize
the faderal TVPA this year because no one can use it to prosecute traffickers. It's almast
impossible to prove “fraud,” for instance. Also, in a cash-based illegal industry,
{raffickers could easily argue that the victim was doing it "for free." Local legislation
must be passed to effectively address this growing problem, save victims, and bring
traffickers to justice,

In Hawaii, many Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking are housed in 24-hour

The Safe Zone Foundation 4224 Waialae Ave, 7248 Honoluiu, HI 96816

Tel & Fax 808.599.3931  Email: safesonehonolulu@cs.com  URLs: general www.girlfesthawaii.ory
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massage parlors as "massagers.” Also, a growing number of teenaged boys have
committed crimes of pimping out their girlfriends, forcing or coercing them into

prostitution.

The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to justice has only enabled the trend of
sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth culture.

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving more than 30 women and girls, some as young
as 12 years of age, was broken. If local Hawaii authorities had uncovered these child
prostitution/trafficking cases they would be limited by current state law to bringing
charges against the traffickers for merely promoting prostitution. We would also like to
remind you of the very recent case this last January of a 20 year old woman who was
invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subsequently raped, held against her
will, then forced into prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R, Adams
and Jonathan Payne. She was rescued by a hotel worker. $B2212 HD1 SD1 would allow
the State to enforce stiffer penalties that fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit
on a daily basis and give victims of this heinous crime the services they need to heal.

The United States government has acknowledged the need to prosecute more traffickers
and to rescue more victims and has called on each State to help. To date over 25 states
have done so.

The Safe Zone Foundation is the non-profit organization responsible for Girl Fest Hawaii,
a program whose mission is to prevent violence against women and girls. We know and
work with trafficking survivors and other abused and disenfranchised women caught in
the modern-day slave trade called Human Trafficking. Women who survive sex-
trafficking suffer extreme physical and psychological abuse at the hands of their
“owners” who sell their bodies and treat them as sub-human,

It is crucial to support and to ensure the existence of appropriate and severe penalties
for this modern form of slavery by passing 5B2212, Under current law, traffickers may
only serve a few years time for the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse
they inflict on women and children caught in this illegal trade. Human Trafficking
commands a much higher penalty for traffickers of women and children than the Mann
Act, which has a sentence of 5 years and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaities do not fit the severity of the crime yet.

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding values such as Ohana and Aloha through trying
times. Human trafficking has taken root in Hawali, threatening values we hold dear.
This modern-day slave trade requires our immediate attention to stop its proliferation.
It is of the utmost importance that Hawaii addresses this burgeoning global problem
pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in our home State, and those
of us fighting against the rise of traffickers, urge you to pass this bill. Thank you
sincerely for your time and consideration in this matter.

Mahalo nui loa,

Kathryn Xian, President, The Safe Zone Foundation & Girl Fest Hawali;
National Education Association Ellison S. Onizuka Human & Civil Rights Award Recipient

The Safe Zone Foundabion 4224 Waialac Ave. #248 Honolulu, HT 96816
Tel & Fax 808.499.3931 Emall: safezonehonolulud@cs.com  URLs: genera! www girllesthawaii.ory
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Fvans

Rep, Joseph M. Souki

Rep. Josh Green, M.D,

Rep. Clift Tsuji

Rep. Ken lto

Rep. Ryan L. Yankme

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita

Rep. Angus 1K McKelvey
Rep. Barbara €. Marumolo

Rep. Hermina M, Morita

Rep. Kymberly Marcos Pine
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

ATTN:

HEARING DATE;  Tuesday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:05pm

PLACE; Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE:  SB 2212 D1 SD1 RELATING TQ CRIME
REPORT TITLE; HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enablcs prosccution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by creating new offense of sexual
cxploitation of 2 minor, amending existing kidnapping, cxtortion, and prostitution offcnses, and
including sexual cxploitation of a minor in definition of racketcermg. Elininates distinction between
minors under {8 and minors uader 16 for purposcs of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual
cxploitation of a ninor and prometing prostitution in the first degree cligible for erime victim
compensation. Eff. July 1, 2050. (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-2456
Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Soroptimist International and its 203 membeors in Hawaii, I am writing in support of
SB2212 HD1 8SD1. Girds as younyg as ming vears old have been forced into prostitution. According o the
Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons” is the denial of liberty by one person or
entity over another person. Business transactions/commerce and travel are sccondary descriptions that
may describe other characteristics included with the crime.

It ig tmportant to note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trying to reauthorizc the federal TVPA
this year because no one can use 1t to prosceute traffickers. It's almost impossible to prove "fraud,” for
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instance. Also, ina cash-based illogal industry, traffickers could casily argue that the victim was doing it
"for free " Local legislation must be passed to offectively address this growing problem, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

In Hawaii, many Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking are housed in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers.” Also, 2 growing sumber of teevaged boys have committed erimes of pimping out their
gitdfricnds, forcing or cocrcing them into prostitution. The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
justice has only enabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, niow it affeets our istand’s youth
culture.

In 2005, two trafficking rings mvolving more than 30 women and girls, some as young as 12 years of age,
was broken. I tocal Hawais authoritics had uncovered these child prostitution/trafficking cascs, current
statc law to bringing charges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostiution would Jinit them.
We would also like to temind you of the very reecnt case this last Janvary of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subscquently raped, hold against her will, then
forced mto prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R, Adams and Jonatban Payne. A
hotel worker rescued the woman. $82212 HDI SD1 would allow the State to enforcs stiffer penaltics that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and give victims of this heinous erime the
services they need to heal,

The United States government has acknowledged the need to prosecute more traffickers and to rescue
mare victims and has called on cach State to help. To date over 23 states have done so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the wotld over who find themsclves trapped in an
exploitative and abusive system, bought and sold like objects, and treated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptimist International is a non-profit orpanization whose mission is to mnprove the fives of
women and girls. Soroptimist has over 100,000 members in 120 countries. Soroptimist STOP Trafficking
is an dentifymyg project of Soroptinaist [utemational to bring public awarencss of this travesty to our local
communitics,

It is crucial to support and to ensure the existence of appropriate and severe penaltics for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212. Under carrent law, traffickers may only serve a fow years time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse they inflict on women and children caught in
this illegal teade. Taman Trafficking commands a much bigher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of 3 years and a $5000 finc, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not it the scverity of the erime yet.

Hawaii bas a proud history of upholding valucs such as Obana and Aloha through trying limes. Human
trafficking has taken root tn Hawaii, threatening values we hold dear, This modern-day slave trade
requires our immediate attention fo stop its proliforation. It is of the utmost smportance that Hawaix
addresses this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and thosc of us fighting against the nisc of traffickers, urge you to pass this bill. Thank
you sincerely for your time and consideration in this matter,

Mahalo nut loa,

Qudly Lee

Judy Lee, Dareetor
District VI, Founder Region
Soroptinust International of the Americas
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ATTN; COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K, Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans

Rep. Joseph M. Souki

Rep. Josh Gueen, MLD.

Rep. Clift Tswi

Rep. Ken Ito

Rep. Ryan I, Yamanc

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashiia
Rep. Angus LK. McKelvey
Rep. Barbara C. Maramoto
Rep. Hermina M. Morita
Rep. Kymberly Marcos Pine
Rep, Alex M, Sonsot

Rep. Cynthia Thaclen

HEARING DATE: Tuesday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:05pm

PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE;  $B 2212 HD1 8§Dt RELATING TG CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosceution of human trafficking under Hawan law by creatng new offense of soxual
exploitation of a minor, amending existing kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offenses, and
including scxual cxploitation of a minor in definition of racketeering. Eliminates distinction betwien
minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposcs of promoting prostitation. Makes victims of scxual
exploitation of 2 minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree cligible for crime victim
compensation, Eff. July 1, 2050. (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456

Deac COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Seroptimist International of Central Oahu and its 23 memboers, 1 am writing in support of
SB2212 HD1 SD1. Girls as young as nine years old have been forced into prostitation, According to the
Depariment of Justice, at the heart of “frafficking m porsons™ 1s the denial of liberty by one person or
entity over another person, Business trangactions/commarce and travel are sceondary descriptions that
may deseribe other characteristics included with the orime.

It is important to note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trving 1o reauthorize the federal TVPA

this year because no onc can usc it to prosecute traffickers, [It's almost impossible to prove "fraud.” for
instance. Also, in a cash-bascd lepal industry, traffickers could casily argue that the victim was doing it

020181
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“for free.” Local legrislation must be passed to ¢ffectively address this growing problem, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

In Hawaii, many Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking are honsed in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers.” Also, a growing number of teenaged boys have committed comes of pimping out their
girlfriends, forcing or cocrcing them into prostitution. The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
justicc has only cnabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affccts our island’s youth
culture,

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving morc than 30 women and girls, somc as young as 12 years of age,
was broken, If tocal Hawaii authoritics had uncovered these child prostitution/trafficking cascs, current
state law to bringing charges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostitution would limit them,
We would also like to remind you of the very recent case this last January of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hote! and who was subsequently raped, held against her will, then
foreed tnto prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R, Adams and forathan Payne. A
hotel worker rescucd the woman. SB2212 HDI $D1 would allow the State to enforee stiffer penaltics that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and give victims of this hemous crime the
services they need to heal.

The United States government has acknowledged the need to proscente more traffickers and to rescue
motc victims and has called on cach Statc to help. To datc over 25 states have donc so.

Slavery is a barsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themselves trapped in an
cxploitative and abusive systeny, bought and sold like objects, and treated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptunist Internattonal is a non~profit organization whosc mission is to improve the lives of
women and girls, Soroptimist has over 100,000 members in 120 countrics. Soroptimist STOP Trafficking
15 an dentifving project of Soroptimist International to bring public awarcness of this travesty to our local
communitics,

It is crucial to support and to ensure the existence of appropriate and severe penalties for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212. Under current law, traffickers may only serve a few vears time for
the incredible psycholopical, physical, and spiritwal abuse they inflict on womcen and children caught in
this illegal trade. Fluman Trafficking commands a much higher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of 3 years and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not £t the scverity of the crime yet,

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding values such as Obana and Aloha through trying times. Human
trafficking bas taken root in Hawaii, threatening valics we hold dear. This modorn-day slave trade
requires our immediate attention to stop its proliforation. [t 1s of tho utmost importance that Hawaii
addresses this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and those of us fighting against the rise of traffickers, urge vou to pass this bill. Thank
vou sincercly for vour time and consideration in this matter,

Mahalo nut loa,

ﬂm Wonalawd

Janc Murakami, President
S1 Central Oabu
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ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Roep. Tonmy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Vige Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans
Rep. Joseph M, Souki
Rep. Josh Green, M.D.

Rep. Chift Tsuji

Rep. Ken ito

Rep. Ryaun 1. Yamane

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kvle T. Yamashita
Rep. Angus LK. McKelvey
Rep. Barbara C. Marumoto
Rep. Hermina M. Mortta
Rep. Kymberly Marcos Pine
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE! Tacsday, March 23" 2008

HEARING TIME; 4:05pm

PLACE: Confercnee Room 325

MEASURE TITLE:  SB 2212 HD1 D1 RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosccution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by creating new offensc of sexual
exploitation of a minor, amending existing kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offcnscs, and
including sexual exploitation of a miror in definition of tackctecring, Bliminates distinction between
minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposes of promoting prostitution, Makes vietims of scxual
exploitation of a manor and promoting prostitution in the first degree cligible for crime victim
compensation, Eff, July 1, 2050, (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original £o0 Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456
Dear COMMITTEL MEMBERS:

On behalf of Soroptimist International of Honolulu and its 23 membcers, T am writing in support of
SB22i2 HD1 8SD). Girls as young as nine years old have been forced into prostitution. According to the
Department of Justice, at the beart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of liberty by onc person or
catity over another person, Business transactions/commerce and travel are secondary descriptions that
may describe other characteristics included with the crime.

1t 1s 1mportant to note that Anti-Trafficking proponcents have been trying to reauthorize the federal TVPA
this year because no one can use it to prosceute traffickers. It's almost impossible to prove "frand,” for
instance. Also, in a cash-based illegal industry, traffickers could casily arguc that the victim was doing it
“for free." Local Iegistation must be passed to cffectively address this growing problem, save vietims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

€C20183
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I Hawait, many Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking are housed in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers.” Also, a growing number of teenaged boys have committed ctimes of pimping out their
girlfricnds, forcing or cocreing them into prostitution. The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
justice has onty enabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth
culture.

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving more than 30 women and girls, somc as young as 12 years of age,
was broken. 1f local Hawaii authoritics had uncovered these child prostittion/trafficking cases, current
state law to bringing charges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostitution would limit them,
We would also like to remind you of the very rocent case this last January of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subsequently raped, held against her will, then
forced into prostitutios in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R. Adams and Jonathan Paync. A
hotel worker rescued the woman. SB2212 HDI SD would allow the State to enforce stiffer penalties that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and pive victims of this heinous erime the
scrvices they need to heal,

The United Statcs government has acknowledged the necd to prosceutc more traffickers and to rescuce
more victims and has called on cach State to help. To date over 25 states have done so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themselves trapped in an
cxploitative and abusive system, bought and sold like objects. and treated with ro dignity or human
docency. Soroptinist International is a non-profit organization whose mission is to improve the lives of
women and girls, Soroptimist has over 100,000 members io 120 countrics, Svroprimist STOP Trafficking
is an identifying project of Soraptinnst International to bring public awarcucss of this travesty to our local
communitics.

It is crucial to support and to ensure the existence of appropriate and severe penaltics for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212. Under current law, traffickers may only scrve a fow ycars time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse they inflict on women and children caught in
this illepal trade. Human Trafficking commands a much kigher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of 5 vears and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not fit the severity of the crime yet.

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding valucs such as Ohana and Aloha through trying times. Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawaii, threatening values we hold dear, This modern-day slave trade
requires our immediate attontion to stop its proliferation. It is of the wimost importance that Hawat
addrcsscs this burgeoning plobal probiem pro-actively and proventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and thosc of us fighting against the xise of traffickers, trge you to pass this bill, Thank
you sincercly for your time and consideration in this matter.

Mahalo nui loa,

Clandin Zudes

Claudia Quiles, President
S1 Henolulu

020184
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SYVROP T MR ST Kona
o PO —— P.0O. Box 5196
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

Szl iy Wosnen

96745

ATTN, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Viee Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans
Rep. Joseph M. Souki
Rep. Josh Green, MLD.

Rep. Clift Tsup

Rep. Ken fo

Rep. Ryan 1. Yamanc

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita
Rep. Angus LK. McKclvey
Rep. Barbara C. Maramoto
Rep. Herming M. Morita
Rep, Kymberly Marcos Ping
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE; Tuesday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:05pm

PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE: 8B 2212 D1 SD1 RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosecution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by creating new offensc of sexual
exploitation of a minor, amending existing kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offenses, and
including sexual exploitation of a minor i definition of racketecring. Eliminates distinction between
minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposes of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual
exploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree cligible for crime victim
compensation, EfF. July 1, 2050, (HD])

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456

Dear COMMITTEL MEMBERS:

On hehalf of Soroptimist International of Kona and its 36 members, 1 am writing i support of $B2212
HD1 SDt. Girls as young as ninc years old have been forced into prostitution. According to the
Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of liberty by one person or

cntity over another person. Business transactions/commerce and travel are sceondary descriptions that
may describe other characteristics included with the erime,

It i5 important 1o note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trying to reauthorize the federal TVPA
this year because no one can usc it (o proscente traffickers. It's almost impossiblc to prove "fraud," for
instance. Also, in a cash-based illepal industry, traffickers could casily argue that the victin was doing it

CC0185
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"for frec.” Local legislation must be passed to cffectively address this growing problem, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

In Hawaii, many Asiap girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking are houscd in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers.” Also, a growing numbcr of teenaged boys have commiticd crimes of pimping out their
girlfriends, forcing or cocrcing them into prostitution. The lack of adequate Jaws to bring teaffickers to
justice has only cnabled the wend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affccts our island’s youth

culture.

1n 2005, two trafficking rings involving more than 30 women and girls, some as young as 12 years of age,
was broken, If Tocal Hawaii authoritics had uncovered these child prostitution/irafficking cases, current
state law to bringing chatges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostitution would Bmit them,
We wonld afso like to remind you of the very recent case this last January of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in 2 Waikiki hotel and who was subscquently raped, held agamst her will, then
forced into prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R. Adams and Jonathan Payne. A
hatel worker rescued the woman, SB2212 HDL SD1 would ajlow the State to enforce stiffer penaliics that
fit the ertmes that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and give victims of this heinous crime the

services they need to heal.,

The United States government has acknowledged the need to proscente more traffickers and to rescuc
mor¢ victims and has called on cach State to help, To date over 25 states have done so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themsclves trapped in an
exploitative and abusive system, bought and sold Jike objects, and trcated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptimist fnternational is a non-profit organization whose mission is o iaprove the lives of
woten and girls. Soroptimist has over 100,000 members i 120 countrics. Soroptimist STOF Trafficking
is an identifving project of Soroptimist Intcrnational to bring public awarcness of this travesty to our local
commuaitics.

It is crucial to support and to ensure the cxistenee of appsopriate and severe penaltics for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB22§2. Under cursent law, traffickers may only scrve a fow years time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse they inflict on women and children caught in
this illegal trade. Human Trafficking commands a much hixgher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of 5 years and a $5000 fine, or our current faws whose
penaltics do not fit the severity of the erime yet,

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding values such as Ohana and Aloha through trying times. Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawaii, thrcatening values we hold dear. This modern-day slave trade
tequires our immediate attention to stop its proliferation, It is of the utmost importance that Hawai
addrusses this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and those of us fighting against the rise of traffickers, urge you to pass this bill. Thank
vou sincerely for your time and consideration in this matter,

Mahalo nui Joa,
Relly Shaw

Kelly Shaw, President
St Kova
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B SI Maui
i P.0. Box 1514
Kahului, Hawaii 96733

Sest Yor Womoen

ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans
Rep. Joseph M. Souki
Rep. Josh Green, M.D.

Rep. Chft Tsuji

Rep. Ken Ito

Rep. Ryan 1. Yamane

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kyle T Yamashita
Rep. Angus LK. McKelvey
Rep. Barbara €. Marumoto
Rep. Hermina M. Morita
Rep. Kymberty Marcos Pine
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE; Tucsday, March 25™ 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:(5pm

PLACE: Conference Room 328

MEASURE TITLE: SB 2212 HDI1 SP1 RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enablcs prosceution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by ercating new offense of sexual
exploitation of a minor, amending cxisting kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offenses, and
including scxual exploitation of a minor in definition of racketeering. Eliminates distinction between
minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposes of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual
exploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree chigible for crime vietim
compensation. EfF. July 1, 2050. (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456
Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Soroptimist International of Mani and its 28 members, Y am wiiting in support of SB2212
HD}1 SD1. Girls as young as nine years old have been foreed info prostitution.  According to the
Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of iberty by one person or
entity over another person. Business transactions/commercee and travel are sccondary descriptions that
may describe other characteristics ncluded with the crime,

1t is important to note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been irying to reauthorize the federal TVPA
this year beeause no one can use it to prosceute traffickers. 1's akmost impogsiblc to prove "fraud,” for
instance, Algo, in a cash-bascd ilfogal industry, traffickers could casity arguc that the victim was doing it
"far free," Local fegislation must be passed to offcctively address this growiag problem, save victims, and
bring traffickcrs to justice,

Cop187
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In Hawaii, many Asian girls and women trappod in sox-trafficking are housed in 24-howr massage patlors
as "massagers.” Also, a growing numbcer of teenaged boys have committed crimes of pimping out their
gitlfricnds, forcing or coercing them into prostitution. The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
Justice has only cnabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth
culturc.

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving morc than 30 women and girls, some as voung as 12 years of age,
was broken, If local Hawaii authorities had uncovered these child prostitution/traffickiog cascs, cutrent
state faw to bringing charges against the traffickers for merely promoting prostitution woukt limit them.
We would also like to remind you of the very recent case this last Januaty of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hote] and who was subscquently raped, held against her will, then
forced into prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R, Adams and Jonathan Paync. A
hotct worker reseued the woman, SB2212 HDY SD1 would allow the State to enforee stiffer penaltics that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers comuit on a daily basis and give victimg of this heinous crime the
scrvices they need to heal,

The United States government has acknowledged the need to prosceute more traffickers and to resenc
more victims and has calicd on cach State to help. To date over 25 statcs have dong so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themselves trapped in an
exploitative and abusive systom, bought and sold tike objects, and treated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptimist International 1s a non-profit organization whosc mission is to improve the lives of
women and girls, Soroptimist has over 100,000 members in 120 countries. Soropiimist STOP Trafficking
is an identifving project of Soroptimist Intcrnational to bring public awarcness of this travesty to our focal
COmmMunItics.

It is erucial to support and to cosure the existence of appropriate and severe penaltics for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212. Under current law. fraffickers may only serve a few years time for
the ancredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse they intlict on women and children caught in
this illegal trade. Human Trafficking commands a much higher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a scatence of 3 years and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not fit the severity of the crime yet.

Mawaii has a proud history of upholding valucs such as Ohana and Aloha through trying timcs. Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawan, threatening values we hold dear, This modem-day stave trade
requires owr immediate attention to stop its proliferation. Rt is of the utraost mwportance that Hawan
addresses this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and those of us fighting against the dsce of traffickers, urge you to pass this bill. Thank
vou sincercly for your time aud consideration in this matter,

Mahalo nui loa,

Tract Givrdano-Siloa

Traci Giordano-Silva, President
ST Maut

00184
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ST Waikiki, Inc.
P.0Q. Box 8696
Honolulu, Hawaii
96830-0656

fipsl fne Waamen

ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Rep. Tominy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Viee Chair
Rep. Cindy vans
Rep. Joseph M. Souki
Rep. Josh Gireen, M.D.
Rep, Chft Tsuji
Rep. Ken lto
Rep. Ryan I. Yamanc
Rep. Sylvia Luke
Rep. Kyle T. Yamashuta
Rep. Angus LK. McKelvey
Rep. Barbara C. Marumoto
Rep. Hermina M. Morita
Rep. Kymberly Marcos Pine
Rep. Alex M. Sonson
Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE: Tucsday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:03pm

PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE: 8B 2212 HD1 SD1 RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosceution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by creating new offonse of sexual
cxploitation of a minor, amending cxisting kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offenscs, and
including scxual cxploitation of a minor in definition of racketeering. Eliminates distinction between
minors under 18 and minors ander 16 for purposes of promoting prostttution, Makes victims of scxual
exploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree chigible for eritne vietim
compensation, Eff. July 1, 2050, (HD1)

Piease submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456

Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Soroptimist International of Waikiki, Inc, and its 64 members, 1 am writing in support of
SB2212 HD1 SD1. Girls as young as ninc years old have been forced into prostitution, According to the
Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of liberty by one person or
entity over another persen. Business transactions/commerce and travel are secondary descriptions that
may descnbe other characteristics included with the crime,

It is important 1o note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trying to ccauthorize the federal TVPA

this year because no one can usc i to prosceute teaffickers. It's almost impossible to prove "fraud," for
instance. Also, in a cash-based itlegal industxry, traffickers conld casily arguc that the victim was doing it

00183
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“for free." Local legislation must be passed to effectively address this growing problom, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

in Hawaii, many Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking arc housed in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers." Also, a growing number of teenaged boys have commitied crimes of pimping out their
girlfricnds, forcing or cocrcing them into prostitation. The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
justice has only coabled the trend of sex-~trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth
culture,

In 2005, two trafficking vings involving more than 30 women and girls, some as young as 12 years of age,
was broken, If local Hawait authoritics had uncovered these child prostitution/trafficking cases, current
state law to bringing charges agatnst the traffickers for merely promoting prostitution would limit them,
We would also fike to remind you of the vory recent case this fast January of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subscquently raped, held against her wiil, then
forced into prostitution in that room by twe pimps named La Shawn R, Adams and fonathan Payne. A
hotel worker roscucd the wotman, SB2212 D1 8D would allow the State to enforeo stiffer ponaltics that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit on a dadly basis and give victims of this heinous crime the
scrvices they need to heal.

The United States government has acknowledged the need to prasecute more traffickers and to rescoe
more victims and has called on cach State to help. To date over 25 states have dong so,

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of poople the world over who find themselves trapped in an
exploitative and abusive system, bought and sold like objects, and treated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptimist International is a non-profit organization whose mission is to improve the fives of
women and girls. Soroptinust has over 100,000 members in 120 countries. Soroptimist STOP Trafficking
1s an identifying project of Soroptimist International to bring public awarcness of this travesty to our local
communifics,

it is crucial to support and to ensure the cxistence of appropriate and severe pepaltics for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB82212. Under current law, traffickers may only serve a few years time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spirituat abusc they inflict on women and children caught in
this ilicgal trade. Human Trafficking commands a much higher penalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of § years and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whosc
penaltics do not it the severity of the crime vet.

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding valucs such as Obana and Aloha through trying times, Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawaii, threatening values we hold dear. This medern-day slave trade
requires our tmcdiate attention to stop its proliferation. It is of the utmost tmporiance that Hawai
addrosscs this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
our home State, and thoge of us fighting against the risc of traffickets, urge you to pass this bill, Thank
you sincercly for your time and consideration in this matter,

Mahalo nui loa,

Setecdne, Simme

Sandra Simms, President
ST Waikiki

620290
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gy Bt fos Women Lahaina, Hawaii

Bt ‘ 96797-0672
ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Rep. Tommy Watcrs, Chair
Rep. Blake K, Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans

Rep. Joscph M. Souki

Rep. Josh Green, MUD.

Rep. Clift Tsuwyi

Rep. Ken Mo

Rep. Ryan 1L Yamanc

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita
Rep. Angus LK. McKclvey
Rep. Barbara €. Marumoto
Rep. Hermina M. Morita
Rep. Kymberly Marcos Pine
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE:  Tucsday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:05pm

PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE: 8B 2212 BHD1 SD! RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosceution of human traflicking under Hawaii law by creating new offensc of scxual
exploitation of a minor, amending cxisting kidoapping, cxtortion, and prostitution offenscs, and
including sexnal explottation of a minor in definition of rackctecring. Eliminates distinction between
minors under 18 and minors under 16 for purposcs of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual
cxploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree cligible for crime victim
compensation, BAY, July 1, 2050. (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-9456

Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Seroptimist ¥nternational of West Maui and its 22 members, I am writing in support of
SB2212 HD1 SD1. Girls as young as ning years old have been forced into prostitution. According to the
Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of liberty by one person or
entity over another person,  Business transactions/commerce and travel are sccondary descriptions that
may describe other characteristics included with the crime,

It is important to note that Anti-Trafficking proponents have been trying to reauthorize the federal TVPA

this year bocause no onc can usc it to prosceute traffickers. It's almost impossible to prove "fraud,” for
mstance. Also, in a cash-bascd ilicpal industry, traffickers could casily arguc that the victim was doing it

€00191
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“for free." Local Tegislation must be passed to effectively address this growing problem, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.

In Hawaii, manv Asian girls and women trapped in sex-trafficking arc housed in 24-hour massagc parlors
as "massagers.” Also, a growing numbcer of teenaged boys have committed crimes of pimping out their
girlfriends, forcing or coercing themn into prostitution, The lack of adequate laws to bring traffickers to
justice has only cnabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth
culture.

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving more than 30 women and girls, some as young as 12 years of age,
was broken. If local Hawaii authoritios had uncovered these child prostitution/trafficking cases, current
staic law to bringing charges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostitution would Jimit ther,
W would also like to remind you of the very recent case this last January of a 20 year old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subscquently raped, held against her will, then
forced into prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R. Adams and Jonathan Payne. A
hotel warker rescucd the woman, $B2212 HD1 SD1 would allow the State to enforce stiffer penaltics that
fit the crimes that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and give victims of this heinous crime the
services they need to heal,

The United States government has acknowledged the need to proscente more traffickers and to rescue
mor¢ victims and has called on cach State to help, To date over 25 states have done so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themsclves trapped in an
oxploitative and abusive system, bought and sold like objects, and treated with no dignity or human
decency. Soroptimist Internattonal is a non-profit organizatior whosc mission is 10 improve the lives of
women and girls. Soroptinust has over 100,000 members in 120 countries, Soroprimist STOP Trafficking
15 an identifying project of Soroptimist International to bring public awarcness of this travesty to our local
communitics.

It is crucial to support and to cnsure the existence of appropriate and severe penaities for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212. Under cureent faw, traffickers may only serve a foew years time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abuse they inflict on women and children canght in
this iHegal trade. Human Trafficking commands a much higher pesalty for traffickers of women and
children than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of 5 vears and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not fit the scverity of the ctime yet.

Hawaii has a proud history of upholding values such as Ohana and Aloha through teying times, Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawaii, threatening vatucs we hold dear, This modern-day slave trade
requires our immediate attention to stop its profiferation. Ht is of the utmost importance that Hawaii
addresscs this burgeoning global problem pro-actively and preventatively to protect women and girls in
out bome State, and those of us fighting agamst the rise of traffickers, urge you to pass this bidl. Thank
you singerely for your time and consideration in this matter.

Mahalo nui loa,

Shelog Fce

Shelley Hee, President
ST West Maui

C£0192
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SO T T T R S T $1 Windward Oahu
if§§ﬁ?@, i : : P.O. Box 1859
(& 2’« Hest for Wormen Kailua, Hawaii 96734
Dt

ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans

Rep. Joseph M, Souki

Rep. Josh Green, M.D.

Rep. Clift Tsuji

Rep. Ken To

Rep. Ryan |, Yamaoe

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep, Kyle T, Yamashita
Rep. Angus L K. McKelvey
Rep. Barbara C. Marymoto
Rep. Hormina M. Morita
Rep. Kymberly Marcos Ping
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Cynthia Thiclen

HEARING DATE:  Tucsday, March 25" 2008

HEARING TIME: 4:05pm

PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE:  $B2212 HD1 $I1 RELATING TO CRIME
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosccution of human teafficking under Hawaii law by creating new offonse of scxual
cxploitation of a mnor, amending oxisting kidnapping, extortion, and prostitution offenscs, and
mcluding scxual exploitation of a minor in definition of racketeering. Eliminates distinction between
mynors under 8 and minars under 16 for purposes of promoting prostitution. Makes victims of sexual
exploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first degree eligible for crime victim
compensation. Eff. July 1, 2050, (HD1)

Please submit 5 copies plus 1 original to Room 302 or Fax: (808) 586-245%6
Dear COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

On behalf of Soroptimist International of Windwiard Oahu and its 16 members, I am writing in
support of SB2212 HD1 SD1. Girls as young as ninc years old have been foreod into prostitution,
According to the Department of Justice, at the heart of “trafficking in persons™ is the denial of liberty by
one person or eatity over another person.  Business transactions/commerce and travel are sccondary
descriptions that may describe other characteristics mcluded with the crime,

It 1s important to note that Anti-Trafficking proponcats have been trying to reauthorize the federal TVPA
this year because no one can usc it to proscoute traffickers, It's almost impossible to prove "fraud,” for
instance, Algo, ina cash-based illegal industry, traffickers could casily arguc that the victim was doing it
"for free.” Local legislation must be passed to offectively address this growing problem, save victims, and
bring traffickers to justice.
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In Hawaii, many Asian girls and wotmen trapped in sex-trafficking arc housed in 24-hour massage parlors
as "massagers,” Also, a growing mmber of teenaged boys have commutted crines of pimping out their
gitlfriends, forcing or coercing them into prostitution. The lack of adeguate laws to bring traffickers to
Justice has only enabled the trend of sex-trafficking to grow. And, now it affects our island’s youth
culture,

In 2005, two trafficking rings involving morc than 30 women and gitls, some ag voung as 12 years of age,
was broken. If local Hawaii authoritics had wacovered these child prostitutionfrafficking cases, cwrrent
state law to bringing charges against the traffickers for mercly promoting prostitution would limit then,
We would also like to remind you of the very recont case this last Jamuary of a 20 vear old woman who
was invited to a party in a Waikiki hotel and who was subscquently raped, held against her will, then
forced into prostitution in that room by two pimps named La Shawn R. Adams and Jopathan Payne. A
hotel worker rescued the woman, SB2212 HD1 SD1 would allow the State to enforce stiffor penaltics that
fit the crites that Human Traffickers commit on a daily basis and give victims of this heinous crime the
serviges they need to heal,

The United States government has acknowledged the need to prosceute more traffickers and to rescuc
more victims and has calied on cach State to help, To date over 25 sialcs have done so.

Slavery is a harsh reality for millions of people the world over who find themsclves trapped in an
exploitative and abusive systom, bought and sold like objects, and treated with o dignity or human
docency. Soroptinist International is a non-profit organization whose mission is to improve the lives of
women and girls. Soroptimist has over 100,000 members in 120 counttics. Seroptimist STOP Trafficking
is an identifying project of Soroptimist Intcrnational to bring public awarencss of this travesty o our local
cominumitics.

It is crucial to support and to casurc the cxistence of appropriate and scvere penalties for this modern
form of slavery by passing SB2212, Under current Jaw, traffickers may only serve a few years time for
the incredible psychological, physical, and spiritual abusc they inflict on women and childen caught in
this illegal eade. Fuman Trafficking commands a much higher penalty for traffickers of women and
childron than the Mann Act, which has a sentence of § years and a $5000 fine, or our current laws whose
penaltics do not fit the severity of the crime yet,

Hawait has @ proud bistory of upholding valucs such as Ohana and Aloha through trying times, Human
trafficking has taken root in Hawati, threatening, values we hold dear. This modern-day slave trade
requires owr immediate attention to stop its proliforation. I is of the wimost importance that Hawaii
addresses this burgconing global problem pro-actively and preventatively to proleet worien and girls in

our home State, aud those of us fighting against the risc of teaffickers, wrge you to pass this bill. Thank
you sincercly for your time and consideration in this matter.

Mahalo nut toa,
Lowwa, rbovana

Lotha Awana, President
SI Windward Oahuo
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March 25, 2008

ATTN: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Rep. Tommy Waters, Chair
Rep. Blake K. Oshiro, Vice Chair
Rep. Cindy Evans
Rep. Josh Green, M.D.

Rep. Ken Ito

Rep. Sylvia Luke

Rep. Angus L.K. McKelvey
Rep. Hermina M. Morita
Rep. Alex M. Sonson

Rep. Joseph M. Souki

Rep. Clift Tsuji

Rep. Ryan I. Yamane

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita
Rep. Barbara C. Marumoto
Rep. Kymberly Morcos Pine
Rep. Cynthia Thielen

From: Grace Martin

Honolulu, HI 96822

HEARING DATE: Wednesday March 25, 2008
HEARING TIME: 4:05 am
PLACE: Conference Room 325

MEASURE TITLE: SB 2212 Relating to Crime
REPORT TITLE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Enables prosecution of human trafficking under Hawaii law by creating new
offense of sexual exploitation of a minor, amending existing kidnapping,
extortion, and prostitution offenses, and including sexual exploitation of a
minor in definition of racketeering. Eliminates distinction between minors
under 18 and minors under 16 for purposes of promoting prostitution. Makes
victims of sexual exploitation of a minor and promoting prostitution in the first
degree eligible for crime victim compensation.

Please submit 3 copies plus 1 original to Room 326
Dear COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & HOUSING:
I am writing in support of SB 2212.
My name is Grace Martin. I am a Bachelor of Social Work student at Hawaii Pacific

University and I am currently doing my Practicum with Hawaii and American Samoa
Anti-Trafficking Services of The Salvation Army.



Over the course of this semester, I have been able to learn more about Human
Trafficking and the impact it has on our world and in Hawaii. It is a problem on such a
large scale, that it often feels like too big of an issue to tackle.

I was recently talking to someone who once worked in a small town in the Philippines
where thousands of young women were trafficked from smaller provinces.
Unfortunately, there were not many programs to help the women at that time. Today,
living in Hawaii, I feel that we are blessed with resources and programs to help women
who are caught up in similar circumstances. We are also blessed with a legal process
that is created to protect the victims and prosecute the victimizers.

If SB2212 is passed it will not only make a way to better prosecute traffickers, but it will
provide trafficking victims with the protection and resources they need to make a better
life for themselves.

Thank you for your time and efforts in passing this bill,

Grace Martin
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