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March 11, 2008

The Honorable Roy M. Takumi (Chair) and the Honorable Lyla B. Berg (Vice Chair)
Committee of Education

RE: SB 2004: Administrative hearing procedures and subpoena power relating to the education of
children with a disability: .

Representative Takumi and Representative Berg and members of the committee:

The. 17 Community Children's Councils in Hawaii support the bill with amendments of this bill. Our
brochure is attached.

We fully support the repeal of the 90 calendar days in which parents must file an appeal in any unilateral
placement of a child in a private placement. We strongly endorse the two year timeline for appeal based
on the Supreme Court decision allowing a two year time for appeal in due process matters. We also
support the subpoena power of the administrative hearing office as well as the reimbursement of expert
witnesses. We recommend that this section requiring a state officer to review the findings be deleted.

Our reasons for supporting this bill are:

1. Many parents have not been; informed about the timeline;

2. The start of the timeline is actually before the student starts in the private placement creating
difficulty for all parties;

3.  Parents are not reimbursed for expert witness fees while department personnel are on the
payroll. This practice is not equitable in our opinion.
We oppose the review of hearing decision by a state review officer because the state law only allows 30
calendar days for an appeal to be filed in either state or federal court. The review would greatly hinder
the appeal process and is unnecessary. We respectfully request that this section of the bill be deleted.

We will be happy to answer any questions that you may have. Thank you for this opportunity to address
SB 2004.

Sincerely,

Chariotte Kamauoha, Parent Co-Chair Tom Smith, Professional Co-Chair
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