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TO: REPRESENTATIVE JOSH GREEN, CHAIR

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN MIZUNA, VICE CHAIR
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

FROM: CHERYL VASCONCELLOS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HANA HEALTH
DATE: February 10, 2008

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF H.B. 3413
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR HANA HEALTH
Wednesday, February 13, 2008
Conference Room 329

| am speaking in support of H.B. Making An Appropriation for Hana Health.
The mission of Hana Health is to improve the health and wellness of the Moku
(district and all of it's elements) of Hana particularly among Native Hawaiians and
those who are underserved due to financial, cultural and geographic barriers.
Hana has been federally designated as a Medically Under-Served Population, a
Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Area, a Dental Health Professional
Shortage Area and a Mental Health Professional Shortage Area. Hana has the
dubious distinction of consistently having some of the worst health and socio-
economic indicators in the state. The majority of Hana residents, 62%, are
Native Hawaiian. The health status of Native Hawaiians is far below that of other
U.S. population groups and other population groups in the State of Hawaii. In a
number of areas, the evidence is compelling that Native Hawaiians constitute a

population group for whom the mortality rate associated with certain diseases



exceed that for other U.S. populations in alarming proportions.

Hana Health is a hybrid of services because of Hana's relative isolation. Unlike
most primary care clinics, Hana Health must also coordinate activities with the
ambulance service and provide assistance in stabilizing patients with life
threatening illness or traumatic injury. These services are required twenty-four
hours a day because the center is the only full service health care provider in the
district. The coordination of emergency services and provision of life support
care is absolutely essential to the 2,500 residents of Hana and the six hundred

thousand tourists who visit annually.

An important part of Hana Health’s mission is to promote a healthy lifestyle and
reduce the risk factors associated with the development of chronic disease

through improved nutrition. To that end, Hana Health provides more than 100
kupuna, 400 school children and almost 150 program participants with healthy
meals/snacks, nutrition counseling, and food preparation demonstrations each

year. Almost 38,000 healthy meals are prepared and served annually.

Food preparation takes place in a 75 year old, 100 square foot kitchen, located in
one section of a house which also accommodates administrative office space
and a staff residence. This structure is deteriorating rapidly due to extreme
termite damage and weather rot. Daylight is visible through many areas of the

floor and several walls.

We have completed all of the required steps to move construction of a new
nutrition center forward including the conceptual design phase, State
Environmental Assessment obtaining a FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact),
Federal Environmental Assessment obtaining a FONSI, Nutrition Training Center
Business Plan and construction and engineering documents. We are currently
completing the building permit process and expect to have the building permit by
May of this year. We have raised and spent more than $350,000 to get to this

point in the process.
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However, the cost of actual construction of the Nutrition Training Center has
almost doubled in the past 18 months, from $1.9 million to $3.3 million, even after
reducing the size of the project by 50%. This is primarily due to the States
overheated development sector. To date Hana Health has secured $910,000 in
funding for this project - $250,000 State Grant In Aid; $600,000 HUD grant;
$60,000 Administration for Native Americans grant. A County CDBG grant in the
amount of $300,000 is pending. An additional $1,000,000 in private support has
been committed to the project once 66% of project funds have been raised. Both
the State Grant In Aid and HUD funding are at risk if we do not break ground on
the project by this summer, as these contracts have already been extended by
one year. An additional $500,000 in federal EDA funding is also at risk if the
Nutrition Training Center is not built, as EDA funded a companion project.

Built in 1965, the current medical center is more than 40 years old. Originally
designed as a small hospital, the layout is not conducive to the current primary
health care/urgent care setting. Current programs have outgrown the 4,000
square foot facility and six trailers have been leased and placed on the property
to help alleviate the space crunch. Patients and staff are often required to walk
through the rain and mud to reach the trailers located behind the clinic. Toilet
facilities are inadequate to meet patient and staff needs. There are two rapidly
deteriorating sheds that are used to store everything from medical records, to
office supplies, to medical equipment and the back up generator. The plumbing
is old and in need of constant repair and maintenance. Cesspools need to be
replaced with septic tanks in order to comply with existing standards. The
electricity is inadequate to meet the needs of modern technology. In the last
month alone, we have spent more than $12,000 for plumbing, air conditioning
and equipment repair. It is critical that planning begin for up-grading and
expansion of the current medical facility, the only primary/urgent care center in

the Hana District.

Currently, no senior housing exists in the District of Hana. Many of Hana’s
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seniors are living in social isolation, or are removed from the community to
facilities on the other side of the island. More than 60% of Hana residents
believe that a member of their family will need assisted living, a group home
environment, respite care, adult day care and/or home health care within five
years, and more than 30% of respondents need these services now (January
2007 Study).

Hana Health is planning for the first phase of independent senior housing (5
units) on the health center campus to include adult day care and respite services.
Conceptual drawings have been completed and we are ready to move forward
with construction documents. We are requesting the assistance of the State to
develop construction and engineering documents for this project, as well as the
actual construction phase of the housing units. State support will be used to

leverage Section 202 HUD funding.

| have attached a few photos to demonstrate some of the conditions in which we
deliver health care. | know you believe the people of Hana deserve better than
this.

Thank you very much for your past support. | hope you will consider the

infrastructure needs of Hana Health.
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TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
FROM: SAMUEL KALALAU il

P.O. Box 882

Hana, Hawaii 96713
DATE: February 11, 2008

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF H.B. 3413
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR HANA HEALTH

My name is Sam Kalalau and | am speaking in support of H.B. 3413, Making An
Appropriation for Hana Health.

| was born and raised in Hana and have lived there most of my life. | have
served on the Boards and Committees of most non-profit organizations in Hana.
| am currently the Chairman of the Maui County Cultural Resource Committee,
and a past member of the Mayors Hana Advisory Committee, Maui County
Planning Commission, Maui County Grants Review Commission, the Maui
County Board of Variances and Appeals Commission and the Maui/Lanai State

Burial Council.

| am in full support of H.B. 3413 which appropriates funds to begin meeting the
infrastructure needs of Hana Health, the only provider of quality medical care in
the Hana District. Since the privatization of Hana Health, my o’hana, has
benefited from an expanded range of medical services, the initiation of numerous
preventive health services including fithess and nutrition programs, as well as
special programs for our kupuna including my parents. My children and

grandchildren also receive their care from Hana Health.

The Hana Health Nutrition Training Center will be a great asset to the Hana

community, providing a much needed facility for kupuna and chronic disease
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management programs. The community will benefit from the availability of
healthy meals, and the Health Center will benefit from a new source of income.

The Health Center has outgrown its facilities, all of which are at least 40 plus
years old. They are operating in trailers and under outdoor tents which is a less
than ideal situation. Our kupuna have their meals under a tent even when it is
wet and muddy. Bathroom facilities, although available are inconveniently
located. Fitness classes are often cancelled because of mud and wind. Tents
are continually replaced due to wind damage. These are some of the
challenging conditions in which the Health Center has had to operate.

| urge you to help build the facilities we need to support preventive health

programs and to keep our kupuna in Hana for the duration of their lives. Thank

you for the opportunity to testify.

C0C61 |



Dear, Legislature of Hawaii 2/7/08

My name is Kazmer Oliveira, born and raised here in Hana. I am
a patient of Hana Health and an employee for 2 years. [ work in
the farm department and learned a lot about agriculture farming
and planting of Hawaiian plants. I support the programs. I'm
excited to see the development and structure of the kitchen and
Senior home, I think it's good Hana needs it, for our kupuna’s
and for when we get old. Please pass this bill 2503.

Mahalo,

Kézrﬁer Oliveira
PO Box 356

Hana Hi 9713
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February 7, 2008

Aloha Legislators:

This letter is in support of an upgrade to a commercial kitchen for Hana Health. We are
Kupuna who live in Hana and have our lunches there three days a week in which
transportation is also provided for us. We appreciate this service and would like to ask
your consideration in making this upgrade possible. Thank you for all the work that you
do!

Sincerely,

Gerard Liu, Ulu Park and Ethel Fontinella
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To:  Legislators

From: Audrey Kawaiaea
P.O. Box 185
Hana, HI 96713-0185
250D
RE: S.B. No. 8563
Hana Health Clinic Upgrade/Commercial Kitchen

To Whom It May Concern:

Aloha! My name is Audrey. E’olu’olu’oe (please) continue to support our Hana Clinic
with the upgrade to their facility. I’m a participant in many of their programs. One in
particular that words can’t express is their meals program. With kind hearts and friendly
smiles the employee’s cook and prepare healthy meals and delivers it to our home on a
weekly basis. That’s “aloha” for you! Let’s work together on keeping these programs
here in Hana. That’s the true spirit of Lokahi!

Mahalo,

Audrey Kawaiaea
Hana Resident
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February 6, 2008

To whom it may concern; — SpJ) B 25 ¢

1, Raymond Naihe have been on the 5 days a week Kupuna
luncheon program prepared by the Hana Health Center. I do
believe that the food is being prepared under a tent, and due to bad
weather conditions, it would be nice to have a regular kitchen in
doors.

b hazzjlyc You , )

Ray;nond L. Naihe

000021
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Dear Hawaii Legislators, February 7, 2008

I am a resident of Hana, born and raised here. My name is Sanoe Cabral. | continue to
support Hana Health as | know they are continuing to do great things for our people and
our community of all ages. | am a daughter, mother, grandmother, wife, and aunty whom
most of my family utilizes the services of Hana Health.

I am in support of the Kupuna Housing so our kupuna can remain in Hana close to
family and friends. Hana Health already provides great services for them, such as the
Kupuna programs and healthy meals.

I also support the construction of the Nutritional Certified Kitchen to provide healthy
meals for our community.

I ask for your continued support of the medical and dental facilites.

Mahalo for all your support and please continue supporting our Health Center. This is
the heart of Hana and we depend on there services.

Mahalo,
Cpmeo (2 M(/P

Sanoe Cabral
P.O. Box 406
Hana, Hi 96713
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Dear, Legislators

I am writing a letter in support of the Hana health center. I receive my medical care there
and also attend the kupuna program on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. Because of my
husbands health condition I appreciate the home delivered dinner meals. I support the
building project for the kitchen and our community needs a senior home, so we can
continue to live here in Hana. I would like to also see the clinic be expanded and
upgraded to provided more services.

Thank you for your support
Coeed Fale Lecsr
Yo-Beay 1 7 2,

v, k. 26742

9—/0 L/es

5 258>
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Dear, Legislators

I am writing a letter in support of the Hana health center. Because of my medical
problems and being diabetic I visit the hospital weekly for my care. Meals are delivered
to my home Monday-Thursday. Because I have trouble walking I don’t attend the
program with my wife, but she brings the lunch home for me. I support the development
of the kitchen and senior home. I would also like to see the medical center expanded.

Please pass this bill 2653~ 2.5} )

Lirnund 4G SrLnsn-

Samqel Kalalau Jr

o, Boy (23
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February 7, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Leo Flores I am 23 years old and I have been employed here at Hana Health
for over two years. In my time here I have seen many people, patients and staff alike,
pass through and I have come to realize, even more, how valuable and necessary this
clinic is to the Hana community. Our current conditions are poor and sometimes not
efficient enough to be able to sustain with the current demand. It pains me to think of
what might happen to the increasing number of seniors, children, and diabetics of our
district if this small medical facility continues to break down and have constant electrical
problems. This is one of the most beautiful and pristine places in the world and it is very
unfortunate that the people of this wonderful place must endure a two hour road trip,
sometimes longer if there is high tourism, to receive medical treatment that we cannot
provide due to our lack of proper equipment, staff, and facilities. So in short, I personally
want you to know and understand why 1 strongly support the 2503 Bill. Thanks to this
place, I have decided to pursue a career in nursing and hope that in ten years I can come
back to Hana and work in a facility fully equipped to provide the needed services for the
community. [ appreciate your time and your help.

Hana, HI 96713
808-269-0927

000052
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February 7, 2008

The Senate
Twenty-Fourth Legislature, 2008
State of Hawaii

RE: S.B.No. 2503
Aloha Kakou,

I write this letter to ask for your support of S.B. No. 2503. [ am a lifelong resident of
Hana. Ihave used the services of Hana Health for a lifetime. Prior to the privatization, I
was born in the old Hana Hospital which later became Hana Medical Center. It has been
a tremendous and very important asset not only to me, but to the community. I rely on
the doctor’s, nurses, and staff there to help with me and my families health needs. My
records are there, it is convenient, and I get the help and assistance when asked for. They
are conscientious, professional reliable and personable. I also participate in the weekly
aerobic classes that allow me to condition my body and relieve stress. The nutritional
meal provided is another convenient service that promotes good nutritional habits.

Although Hana Health continues to provide and reach out to the Hana community (and it
has been very positive and successful) we are still in need of other facilities that will help
enhance these services long term. We are in need of a commercial kitchen, we want to
build kupuna housing and upgrade our medical facility as stated in S.B. No. 2503.

I know that you have other priorities that come before you, but I would like you to think
of small rural Hawaiian communities like Hana that really depend on you to accomplish
these goals. As you consider this request, please be mindful of the impact of what it
would be like to limit or reduce these services and more importantly exclude all of it.

[ appreciate your hard work and your support. Mahalo.

Aloha,

Mapuana Kalaniopio-Cook
Hana Resident
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February 7, 2008

Dear Senators,

I am writing in support of SB 2503. The bill would enhance the services provided by the
Hana Health Center to the residents of Hana and the surrounding communities.

As the full- time physician at Hana Health, I have first hand knowledge of the services
currently provided and the services still badly needed by the community. Our clinic is
the only facility providing urgent and emergent services for the residents and visitors of
the Hana district. We would be able to provide new and improved services if SB 2503
passes and we are able to expand the medical facilities as well as provide facilities for the
allied health services.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

A~

Robin Carter, DO
PO Box 867
Hana, HI 96713
808-248-8645

000065
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Chairman of the Senate Health Committee
Reference: Senate Bill 2503

I am a resident of Hana and I am asking for your support of SB 2503 relating
to East Maui’s only medical facility, Hana Health. Twenty-five hundred,
2500, residents and six hundred thousand tourists are users and potential
users of this facility. Hana Health is, essentially, a primary care clinic but
also provides urgent medical care, has a dentist on staff for oral health care,
provides for mental and behavioral health care, has pre-package medication
but not a full pharmacy, laboratory testing, limited home health for those
with transportation problems, nutrition and fitness programs, Hawaiian
lomilomi therapy, family caregiver support services, educational programs
in healthy living, diabetes management, weight management, and many
other services. Because it is the only medical facility in East Maui, the
facility avails itself to its residents and visitors 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. We depend on Hana Health for our well-being. Hana Health depend
on you to provide funds to enable Hana Health to take care of East Maui.

I, humbly, ask for your support of SB 2503.

Thank you.

Harry Hasegawa

Resident, Board Member of Hana Health and retired businessman
Hana Maui.
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To:  Legislators

From: Jill K. Kawaiaca
P.O. Box 222
Hana, HI 96713-0222
AG03
RE: S.B. No. 63503
Hana Health Clinic Upgrade/Commercial Kitchen

To Whom It May Concern:

It’s been a constant challenge to get our program to where it is today. The need for your
continued support is essential to our existence. Without our program’s the Hana
Community will once again face a struggling need for proper health care, we need to
facilitate and nurture their needs. This upgrade will enable us to do just that.

Thank you for your time,

il . Favarasson
Jill K. Kawaiaea
Hana Health Clinic Employee
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To:  Legislators

From: Milton Kawaiaea Sr.
P.O. Box 185
Hana, HI 96713-0185
2503
RE: S.B.No. 9503
Hana Health Clinic Upgrade/Commercial Kitchen

To Whom It May Concern:

Aloha! My name is Milton Kawaiaea. I'm a participant of the programs offered by the
Hana Clinic. I can’t express how grateful it is to be a part of their meals program.
Coming home to a meal that has taken all day to be prepared and have it delivered to my
home is most generous gift a person could ask for. I support the Hana Clinic and their
efforts to continue with their programs.

Thank you for your time,

Milton Kawaiaea Sr.
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New Text

Re: Senate legislation
S.B. No. 85683 ). <OD™>

Hana Medical Clinic

My name 1is

JoLoyce Kaia

470 vlaino road

Hana, Maui, Hawaii

96713

Tel. 808 248 7725

age 74

I have been able to use the kupuna program at Hana Medical Clinic
for Monday, Wednesday and Friday blood pressure checks and a
healthy Tunch. Their organic gardens are so wonderful.

I have a pace maker so this is important to me.

Recently, I was injured in an auto accident and Hana Medical
Clinic delivered both my lunch and my dinner. This was a big
help to me since I live alone.

I would Tike to ask your support for

1. A beautiful modern commercial kitchen

2. Future housing for kupuna

3. update and modernize the current clinic facility. Last year

I was transported by ambulance to the Clinic and the EKG
machine did not work.

Thank you so much for your consideration and support for Hana
residents.

JoLoyce Kaia

Page 1
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Febrarny 7, 2008

Jao whom it may cencewn:

This Cetter is written to suppent the Hupuna Meals en

Wheels Program. J am cwwently weceiving this senvice
and wely on it vewy much as J am a disabled HKupuna.
JThey nat only sewes nutritious food but it alse tastes

goed. Fhis pragram is geed for us, the elderly whe. is
fiomebiound, and unable te de things for ecurselues.
Please cansider Reeping this pregram here in Hana.
Makale,

Liberata FE. Respicie (La’a)
Hupuna
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February 7, 2008
Re: SB 2503
Dear Senators,

I am writing in support (SB 2503). This legislation would improve the health and wellness of the rural
community of Hana, Mauni. Hana serves many native Hawaiians and underserved populations who
need upgraded and expanded services proposed in SB 2503, especially medical services.

As the Family Nurse Practitioner for Hana Health, preventative care is very important in healthcare.
Expanded programs such as nutrition, exercise, and cultural healing, will benefit the general health
status of Hana residents.

Thank you for your time and attention to this issue.

Smcerel
(licdoa o

Christina L. Tom, FNP

Family Nurse Practitioner
PO Box 966

Hana, HI 96713
808-294-4446

ct
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To:  Legislators

From: Grace Fernandez
P.O. Box 222
Hana, HI 96713-0222
2503
RE: S.B. No. 8563
Hana Health Clinic Upgrade/Commercial Kitchen

To Whom It May Concern:
I’m addressing an issue that has been scrutinized with no debate otherwise. The need for
an immediate upgrade is essential to the growth of our community. The demand for

proper health care programs for our community is magnanimous. Their needs have to be
addressed with their livelihood and future in mind.

Thank you for your time,

Grace Fernandez

0600078



Dear, Hawaii State Legislature February 7% 2008

My name is John Kawaiaea, I am a resident of Hana and a broad member of Hana Health.
Please pass this senate bill no. 2503 that is brought before you today. As a community
member of Hana, my medical care is done here at Hana Health. As a board member I
believe in the programs that Hana Health has provided for our community. I would like to
see this project completed so we can continue to service the people of Hana.

Thank You,

) Mo Kisoat as
John Kgaiaea e
Po Box 86
Hana



ST LO%?“; lebure - 508 2502 Qe:xo e - QOO

dj; i -UO(‘{HH:% ‘{’0 S\A.(jg‘()\( . 'L"la

Nt fuan Program.  Lve  ween par £ oof

'\f L\Q K’\A(.) T Prp c‘)r oo :av % ‘A’L‘f'g ) I On 69\3/
—\’\'\{’2 \\ buf\o(r\c'b ~ ’H\u (‘-&LW\;\J‘/\ S H\W{_ ave Cu ;ve/\} A

e

-Q«\/UM?Y Q‘\’LMJ’\%. e i(»«(/uuuv Pma?g.rcw oK ‘/Uua,

goedk |, Vout T Somebius  whea T Gme wp o

-}\m’, \'?Wbt}_wmw\;. '\‘Jr'g Lvr W m}’% ; Yoo Y e \,3, ('\"S"

\/t{v’-ﬁ ulc\ o wWhen T qud, \e Ao \Vuj rhxzz_:\eg

4 ¢k Lu.u;fq. ‘/ﬁurc‘s’ et of INOw koo . Yut
T Slip o, get chus v, and whin (b5 ket
e Wb Fs ke an tvin  wndan Hug ’ZD;R Z¢’
Xewt vehec b Vo Ctv eyt h " [ZS‘ ST | of  wma A,

=

The Kt chen C}\—c»\ ey had Some i [h-uv,uwmk)’ Sag
ot 0 K e T b G
At g - T hve gagopent Pyt Aag
Voecomse |} Keeps  me dokive . [Lese Su.(u,]i)ori'
Yoo UHeadn Coaker Wb«h&} WS Kipuns

(o ik "c”ué\z\ L’Lm-tu\ i

000080



) %

/Z%I%%%mw"ﬁ@y 522;49%2--;Zi;33:2ﬁ%d§§

A 28 2 a NEZHA o O A4

Cone Lo Zhes fioayz [ %&U&

AL 2y cane /7@7 oEle gt A,
w M ~/(/tt/ __Z{,@/ M//L/ W L;(?\

:ﬁf%{%\/ LQ&‘Z/Z«% M
/JMML 1 _j%u) M
&:ﬁu g ﬂmz / w LinAd 4@@«

W 4,( jfu/ 0 Llopl LA &/44
JO 4&4 WM /@ZZ/%
%W m
C e . =tAc, E/Zg aéf/ﬂt{éé, .
=tr &5 ( w/

pationt %

Ve
thg _bld Z5p3 &fféff{‘“ %gia %

000081



e 4
-
f AT

To our Legislature,

S >SS

My name is Harry Malaiakini, I am a long time resident here in Hana. I receive Home
Delivery Kupuna meals Monday to Friday’s, Because of my health condition. Hana
Health also provides transportation service to and from my home for my medical care.
support what the Hana health is doing. [ also support the upcoming projects of the kitchen
and senior homes.
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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Casey Morondos and I’m 14 years old and a freshman at Hana High School.
My Mother and I have been in the Diabetes Program and I have to say, | had a fun
experience because I learned so much from this program about how important it is to
exercise and eat healthy. I also enjoyed the great tasting food and the exercising with
Aunty Pake who taught me different moves that target my problem areas. I also learned
how to make great tasting food by the presentations with ingredients that are healthier. I
still don’t like turkey bacon. [ learned things that teenagers don’t usually think about and
how it affects us. The eating habits that we have as teenagers will affect us throughout
our lives. So I thank Hana Health, Sharon, Aunty Pake, Kelly and Christine for making
me more aware of my health and taking more care of myself.

This a good place for the community and if it were upgraded like better places to work
from and safe places for our kupuna and citizens it would be even better.

From Casey Morondos
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To Whom It May Concern:

Please continue to help our community of Hana by allotting the funding needed to make
improvements to our Hana Health Center. I am a single parent residing in Hana and 1
have used the facilities and programs offered at the Hana Health for myself as well as my
family. They have been a blessing in this little community and I for one would like to see
it continue.

Hana Health has helped me with my 14 year old daughter who is on the verge of having
Diabetes and we signed up for the diabetic classes that offered information and exercise
and a healthy dinner. It has changed our lifestyles and eating habits to a much healthier
one. They also provide my mother and other kupuna in the community with healthy
meals.

I would like to see improvements to Hana Health and believe that we need this very
much. The facilities here are old and some are temporary with tents where we have our
exercise classes to more tents by the kitchen area for our diabetes classes and also where
our beloved kupuna sit under, on picnic tables for their gatherings! In the wind and the
cold and ready to take cover because it always rains here. I see office staff walking
around mud puddles into trailers that are covered in moss and mildew and what metal
there is you can plainly see it rotting away.

What Hana Health does for this community is an asset here and is much needed. Please
help them to continue to provide all these and more wonderful services to the people of
Hana .

Thank you,

LA By,

Liberata Respicio
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Dear Legislators,

I am resident of Hana, Hawaii. I am employed through Hana Health and use the facilities
at Hana Health. Please help our community by providing funding to upgrade our medical
facilities and services to give community members the best comprehensive health care
possible in this isolated community. It is a hardship for many Hana residents when they
have to make a 1.5 hour drive to the other side of the island for care that we can not
provide.

Hana Health does a lot for the community by providing meals to seniors. Expanding the
limited kitchen would help the seniors who rely on weekly meals.

000085
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Dear Hawaii Legislators, February 7, 2008

I am a resident of Hana, born and raised here. My name is Sanoe Cabral. | continue to
support Hana Health as | know they are continuing to do great things for our people and
our community of all ages. | am a daughter, mother, grandmother, wife, and aunty whom
most of my family utilizes the services of Hana Health.

I am in support of the Kupuna Housing so our kupuna can remain in Hana close to
family and friends. Hana Health already provides great services for them, such as the
Kupuna programs and healthy meals.

| also support the construction of the Nutritional Certified Kitchen to provide healthy
meals for our community.

| ask for your continued support of the medical and dental facilites.

Mahalo for all your support and please continue supporting our Health Center. This is
the heart of Hana and we depend on there services.

Mahalo,
At &f%de

Sanoe Cabral
P.O. Box 406
Hana, Hi 96713
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February 11, 2008
Dear, Legislators

My name is Charmy Vida and I am a resident of Hana, and also an employee of Hana
Health. I support the Bill 2503, due to the need of an upgrade and expansion to the clinic.
As an employee I feel the medical and dental equipment should be upgraded to more
modern technology. With the technology we have at the clinic now, we are not able to do
certain procedures. Modern technology, in example digital x-rays could help us improve
in doing more and better root canals, and other difficult procedures.

Thank you, ‘
Charmy Vifla

PO Box 356
Hana, HI 96713
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P.Q. BOX 807
HANA, HAWAII 96713

HANA HEALTH

P. 808-248-7518
F. 608-248-7225

To: Health Testimony From: Cheryl Vasconcellos, Executive Director
Fax: 586-8051 Pages: 4

Phone: Date:  2/11/2008

Re: CcC:

[ Urgent O For Review [ Please Comment L[lPlease Reply [ Please Recycle

HB 3413 Testimony. House Committee on Health, Wednesday, February 13" 11:00 am., Room 329.
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Gabriele Mergel-Stack, PO Box 388, Hana, HI 96713

February 12, 2008
Re: Senate Bill 2503

Dear Members of the Senate Committee:

My name is Gabriele Mergel-Stack and I have been a resident of Hana, Maui for
the past fourteen years. During that time I have had numerous opportunities to
participate in the various programs that Hana Health offers, and every time I am
amazed again by the high quality of services and products the staff members
provide under often dismal conditions.

The food that is prepared for the Kupuna and participants of some of Hana
Health’s programs, is nutritious and very tasty. It is the only place in Hana where
organic, healthy meals are prepared and made available to residents and therefore
the need is high, especially considering the high percentage of residents suffering
from diabetes, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol. Unfortunately though, the
staff is operating out of a kitchen half the size of those in most people’s homes and
the output capacity is very limited. I therefore urge you to do everything you can to
help Hana Health in their effort to build a nutrition center that can accommodate
the community’s need for healthy food.

I would also like to ask for your support regarding the upgrade of the medical
facilities. The doctors at Hana Health are wonderful and seem very skilled, but the
best doctors will be limited in what they can do for their patients if the
infrastructure they are working with is limited. While this would be a problem
anywhere it is an even greater problem in Hana, where the nearest alternative
medical facility is two hours away. I am sure an upgraded facility would also help
in Hana Health’s efforts to retain their medical staff.

Last but not least, I would like to ask for your support with the Kupuna Housing
project. It is so desperately needed in Hana! So many of our elders have to be
placed in facilities far away from their loved ones and the only place they have
ever lived, when they need the support of their families the most.

I thank you for your consideration and your continued support of Hana and the
needs of it’s residents.

Sincerely,
SV RN VR
000105



Dear Senator,

RE: S.B.NO 2503

[ am writing in support of Hana Health for the upgrade and expansion of the medical
facility which is much needed for a community that continues to grow. It would help
service more patients. The independent senior housing will benefit our kupuna who are
cherished here. The construction and installation of the commercial kitchen will help
serve healthy meals to people where they would have a choice of purchasing salad rather
than a burger and fries for lunch.

Thank you for your attention on S.B. NO 2503. It would greatly benefit our community.
Mary Hanchett

PO Box 1053
Hana, HI 96713

212 [
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February 11, 2008
To: The Hawaii State Legislature
Bill 2503

My name is Ramona Moeai and | was born in the Hana Medical Center (Hana Health Center) 36 years
ago. | am also a mother of seven children and | currently use the Hana Health Center for all of my
family’s medical needs. | am writing this letter in support of Hana Health and its on-going programs and
services. The community of Hana needs the Health Center because this geographically isolated Center
serves the needs of those who live in a series of rural communities that extend from Keanae to Kaupo
and we are separated by a two-hour drive from the more populated side of Maui.

On a personal note | use the center’s services not only for my medical needs but on a daily basis | also
use the Center’s Nutrition and Exercise Program. The Program has helped me to take care of my health
by providing me with an hour long exercise class and heaithy meal a day. | am also in support of the
other programs that the center has to offer and would like to see an upgrade and expansion of other
programs such as a new Kupuna Nutrition Kitchen and Senior Housing.

As a life-long member of the Hana Health Center | strongly support and emphasize the importance of
the Health Center in Hana.

Ramona Moeai

000iCE



PO Box 132
Hana, Hi 96713
February 12, 2008
Aloha,

I am writing today in regards to SB NO 2503. I am in support of this.  am a Hana
resident and a regular patient at Hana Health. My family are also patients here. We really
need an upgrade to the Medical facility. Also the construction of the commercial kitchen
would be very beneficial to the community not only to prepare healthy meals, but also for
the community to use. I definitely support Kupuna housing. This is a must for our
kupuna. Please support this bill.

Thank you,

Sassie Keaulgna }
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PO Box 554
Hana, Hi 96713
February 12, 2008

Aloha,

I am writing in regards to SB NO 2503. I am in full support.l am a regular patient at
Hana Health. The medical facility needs to be expanded and upgraded. Also independent
senior housing is a need here in Hana. A lot of Kupuna are forced to live with more than
one family in a household. Which makes it very hard on many levels. As for the
commercial kitchen this definitely needs to be built. The kitchen that the staff is presently
working in is very old and small. They need something with more equipment etc. to work
with.

Thank you,

Stanley M Kalalau Sr.

/W@}ﬁy_gé{ddﬁm .
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PO Box 132

Hana, Hi 96713

February 12, 2008

To Whom It may concern:

[ am a student at Hana School. I really like the salad bar that the Hana Health provides.If
they have a new kitchen maybe we could have a salad bar everyday. Please support hana
health.

Thank you,

Mikiala Kalalau-Keaulana
Eight grade

M [ akalams - Kb

000110
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PO Box 554
Hana, Hi 96713
February 12, 2008

Aloha,
I am writing in regards to SB NO 2503. I am in full support of this bill. The Health center
needs to be expanded. We also need Senior housing. Majority of the kupuna are forced to

live with extended ohana. This is very hard. The commercial kitchen would also benefit
our community and it would also improve the conditions that the staff are working in.

Thank you,

Primrose Kalalau
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February 12, 2008

State of Hawaii Legislature
Hawaii State Building
Honolulu, Hawaii

Aloha,

My name is Nalani Shamblin. Born and raised in the community of Hana, on the island of Maui.
I 'am an active member of this community, to achieve a foundation for the betterment of our
children and our Kupuna. Hana Health, the only health care provider in all of east maulj, is a vital
asset to this community. For the well being of this community, I come before you this day,
(Tuesday, February 12, 2008) to ask you to consider approval, to bill #2503. 1 am in favor of a
commercial kitchen, in favor of kupuna housing and in favor of upgrading cxisting medical
facility. It is my responsibility to asure our keiki’s and kupuna that they have a place to go in this
community, to receive help and serviees. Please don’t forget about us in this remote area of
Maui. Mahalo!

A hui hou,

I) atas. Dhande_

Nalani Shamblin

00113
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