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COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & HOUSING
Rep. Maile 8. L. Shimabukuro, Chalr
Rap. Karl Rhosdg, Vice Chair
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Rop. John Mizuna,

Rep. Joe Bertram, (i,

Rep, Jameas Kunane Tokioka,
Rep, Rida TR, Cabaniia,
Rep. Gene Ward, Fh.D,

Suppotl of 4, B. Na. 3321, Relaling to Chaptar 580, Hawal'l Revised Stafutes

DATE: Janusry 21, 2008
TIME: 8:40am

PLACE: Conference Rvom 329
State Cspitol

415 South Beretania Sireet
Hansluly, HI 96813

Chair Shimabukuro, Vice-Chelr Rhoads, and Commilttee Mambers;
My aame I8 Michaal J. Y. Wong. | Bm an attomey. &nd have baon Soonsad to practica In all couris of the Siate of Hawall since 1878. My office s Ir downtown Honolulu.
1 1estity In strong support of the purpese of M, B. No. 3321, reialing to Chapter 5B, Hawail Revised Statutes (Annulment, divorce, and separation).

When the Family Court of the First Clrcult (which I the siand af O'ahu) rslocates most of ile services to Kapolel, Hawal'l, ag ig curtently pliarned, the lew should allow paopla
1o have their divorce cases heard at Ka'shumanu Hale, the Judiciary buiiding, which is located st 777 Punchbowd Streat, Horolulu, HI

Many divares cases have muttiple conferences snd/ar hearinga. Soms of thesae are relatively short and some may be ¢ontinued 10 Another dats for gead eausa after e
parties and/or counsal appear al the courthouse. If 8 court conference or hearing is short, counsel and the pariss can easlly ratum fe their offices ar work places if nearby.
This abillty will ha ssvanely sunialied if tha parlies or counael must travel to and from Kepolel. Currently, mors podpis and counsal wark cleser to Ka'ahumanu Hale than 1o
whara tha courthouse will bo locatnd in Mapalel. These peopla will be severely Inconvenlenced if divorce conferences or hearings %0 reguited to be held in Kapolei, Many of
thelr farmiliea who have transportation or Supervision 46044 in the mornings or anemoons will slsa be adversely impacted.

Most lawyers and many paople who might be called as witnezass In @ diveres sn O'ahy, sueh as business appraisers, accountants, real estate sppralsars, psychologiats, elc..
have meir oMces in urban Honolulu, where the bulk of busi ist nd, Requiring | and witnesaes, especially exper: witnesses, 1o drive to Kepolel and back for
coudt haarings will grestly add to the cost of a divarce end have an adverse Impact an acass to justice, A party having greater resources than the other could have an unfair
advantage in liligating the casa. The party with less resourtes may not bn able 1o properly Rtigate the case becsuse of the substantial sdditionsi feas and costs of ltigating in

Kapsoiel.

| undersiand Ihat the Chief Justice of the Hawal} Supreme Cowrt has indicatoet that aithough the Family Court of the Firat Circult will relocate te Kapolei, some family court
hmarings will be held at Ka'shumanu Hale. Alowing partles to have thelr tivorea eases held in Manaluly makes great zenge.

| like ther soneept of s Second City. However, | believe it would be & mistalke and unfair {o stop or curiall ossontial services in urban Honolulu, Family Gounl, ard the ablity to
fairly and easonably obtain a divoree, s an essential servica. | balleve that there would be a substantlal adverse impact on a large portion af Ilke popuialion of Q'ahu if D'ahu
divorcas are raquired to bo held in Kapoloi, Pespin in urban Honaluiu, Ess: Hanolulu, end Wirdwerd O'shu should not be required to fitigate divorce cases it Kapolsi, MB 3321,
perhaps with some changes to Is lenguage. wil allow paopls to have their divorce hearings in Honolubs,

Thank you for the opportuniy la tesiily.
Sincerely,

Mchzel J. Y. Wong

Attornay at Law

1188 Bishop Stres!

Honolulu, H! 86613

Telephons (808) 536-1885
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