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TO: THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND, OCEAN RESOURCES &
HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

RE: Hearing Wednesday, February 13, 2008, 9 a.m., Room 312
FULL SUPPORT OF HB3301,
Aloha Chair Ito, Vice Chair Karamatsu, and Committee Members,

We the undersigned FULLY SUPPORT HB 3301 to designate a Honaunau and Ho’okena
community-based subsistence fishing area. Mahalo.

S deman A éﬂé@ M504 Pamtd Ch Ry | Couoh SBEh ATy
2. Luna kekeo Dn ket THECRUaleilani St Woicyne ) ZH9-LoAs

V) 4‘.: 7/ 7 .{—',’; :'i,q \
~ /R\. ‘; /! 5 \ . ( ’.. _-~l,*r ) r:"x‘n \ \
>- Qg’}@J - :‘J\C‘/\S" -\ A \

¢ ’l L F / ’,v' i ‘ : A\
7 /1 ) \ ,"-'

{ﬁ' \?\U’g S \"\7‘\;’; \a Ve
) =
i N
: W 3 o~ -

7__%?: -\cv\k‘\J\M\-\ —\é%kl\? v gk\/\,\\l =

D \ ,

) L 5 oy T - 0
" ao@.i&b ] S L 0TS -~ f'\ixoL(}ifL%/ Kee! el .
»

s

0 D[‘YUD M S{;}/—y»’\w\/ E«f)(L ‘f‘[‘d\'\r\"fw\ﬁﬁw G2l
[ DAaviD ~ /{Eﬁmoﬁ(ﬁ Pox g5 powasnie Ty 2¢ o
T L T P 1 Heharnae H de e

X (s

i

VAU

Yoz slqics Iy U
i ;;/gxt?v{‘\}\& -~ . , TN / b
- i oy i ‘ : A 4 7 Aoi F e "_711‘, / < e O I T i .
7 ) F i oy 7 atincid ice . :;/,- ds T ;K . 7 L'/L.‘ 7(: <7/

z [ 3 H ;
I (R R o o Z
A { 'ﬂ"(,l-{ i RS [T S

\Jy

/.

i “,"\: i -
NACAIRT I 4 el
C AL 3 A .4
>
;
|

%
by [ P, VAT e et — oy CVR e o ? ~-f;:’~-~ stk e v :-- Q[ '
S 3 Nome O VO & Gy -plokes ka. Tekrddiad T4 €/ 2L

= ; ¥ 3 . \/,- ) " - {,\: 2 - - i . ot . , . [ . : o~ »—\(:
’ <L/\\'\'—‘i“‘<“ TNV (A s ~ C, ‘\56 x A TRV RE GV ee ‘.J‘ 1e7o¢ 328 5 C 7%/
A :
. . PN 2 S,. N i ECNETRS ; K] Lo }‘Z - ot
. ’// [ e | S e ey s S X {555 Prewtdze Nven HI 4 75
e Yy t g i — — sl -
(Tl . : L g . fo e 'y
- i — - & A TS o NG G LTI
‘ : sy I A (o’ L T
\ } Z ~" = v A -



To: THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND, OCEAN RESOURCES &
HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

Re: Hearing on Wednesday, February 13, 2008, 9 A.M., Room 312
FULL SUPPORT OF HB 3301
Aloha Chair Ito, Vice Chair Karamatsu, and Committee Members,

As a frequent visitor to Honaunau Bay, | have observed many local families
fishing there for food to take home for their families. My friends who were born in
the Honaunau ahupua’a tell me that it has become more and more difficult to
catch fish at Honaunau, making it harder to feed their families, thus harder to get
by with our high cost of living on the big island.

To reverse this downward trend in both quantities of fish and numbers of species
of fish, improved marine management is needed for Honaunau. That is why |
have been involved for two years in monitoring human uses of Honaunau Bay. |
believe the people who live in the Honaunau community and interact with the
ocean every day are in the best position to recommend sound management
strategies for their area.

| would like Honaunau Bay to be designated a Community-Based Subsistence
Fishing Area so that the community can work with the Department of Land and
Natural Resources and other stakeholders to determine the very best strategies
to ensure that Hawaiian residents, their children and grandchildren can practice
their fishing culture forever.

| fully support HB 3301 and urge the committee to pass this bill.

Mahalo nui,

Linda J. Morgan

808 929-9063
P.O. Box 377406

Ocean View, HI 96737
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February 12, 2008

To: House Committee on Water,Land, Ocean Resources and
Hawaiian Affairs/

Representative Ken Ito, Chair/

Representative John Karamatsu Vice Chair

From: Dolphin Discoveries
Kevin & Claudia Merrill Pres. & VP

RE: HB 3301

Testimony:

We, Kevin & Claudia Merrill are the owners of Dolphin Discoveries,
Snorkel & Whalewatch boat tours in Kailua-Kona , Hawaii. Our tours
go to both Kealakekua Bay and the Place of Refuge for safe snorkeling
for our guests. While we fully support subsistence fishing for the local
Hawaiian families, we do not believe that guided snorkeling tours
have a negative impact on the fish population.

Therefore we ask that you do not pass HB 3301 for the following
reasons.

1. This bill would prohibit us from taking tourists for recreational
snorkel tours to enjoy the marine environment is a responsible
manner.

2. Our company has worked together with Sea Quest rafting to
limit the number of boat in the bay at any one time. There are
only 2 boats there when we are there snorkeling, we are there
for a maximum of one hour a day and our Captains and crew go
through training to :

a. only allow snorkelers in designated snorkel zone, they are
shown where the “zone” is before being allowed in the
water and are not allowed in boat traffic area.

b. Guests are not allowed in “dolphin rest zone”.



c. They are informed of the fragility of the coral reef system
and are not allowed to touch anything or stand on the
coral while in the water.

3. Tourism and Ocean activities in Kona make up a large part of
the employment sector and there would be many families out of
work if these bills are passed .

4. We do support keeping these marine sanctuaries pristine and
feel that we contribute by being the stewards of these places.

5. We do suggest that the prohibition of taking fish and marine
organisms for commercial purposes continues to be supported
and that they continue to be replenishment zones.

Mahalo for considering our testimony in making your decision on
this important issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin & Claudia Merrill
President and Vice President
Dolphin Discoveries



