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Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, Members of the Finance Committee:

Thank yOll for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of House Bills No.
2756, 2757. 2758, and 2759. These mea.:;ures, whieh 1 introduced, are critical to the
success of not onlv £he Hawaii Medical Center West (alk/a HMC), but also for the. .

continued well-being and beahh of the people of Leeward and Central Oahu.

At present, seventy percent of HMC's patientS arc Medicare/Medicaid and uninsured. far
higher than that of other local hOl>pitals. HMC is the lead hospital for providing services
to the undcrserved and growing destitute patient popuJatjon in Leeward and Central
Oahu, lIMe serves 8,000 inpatients for over 75,000 pati.ent days per year, not inclUding
the thousands of outpatients served annually that other hospitals are not able to absorb.
These four measures. House Bills No. 2756. 2757, 2758 and 2759 will aU be essential in
allowing HMC to cOnlinuc its mission and will save lives.

Mother Teresa, one· of the world's greatest humanitarians said that liTo keep a lamp
burning, we have to kecp putting oil in it." lIMe h:i a critical lamp of hope (0 the people
of not only my district, but all of Ewa, Waipahu, Waikele, Royal Kuni~ Makakilo,
Kapolei, Kalaeloa, Mililani, Kapolei, Makakilo, Honokai Hale. Nanak\JH, LualuaJei,
MaiJi, and many oLher communities, of whom HMC ill the larges( hospital providing care,

DT. livingston Wong testified wiLh impassioned and charged words before the House
Health Conunittee regarding these measure~, saying: "liny of these bills could help to
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secure the lcmgtt'ftn viabiliry oj HMC. HMC is making greal strides tow(~rd susJaillable
fina:ncial viaiJiliJ)' ami medical excellence. Reasonable a.ction by the Legislature will IIdp
ensure HMC remaillS an important purt of Hawaii's ht:alJhcare s)!stem. HMC does not
seek a hand outfrom th.e Legislature, but rather an investment. Given. the important role
HMC plu.vs ill the delivery of medical CClTe to our community, it is proper for the
Legislature to 'lfJprove U flublic investment in Hkle's future. Tiu.' return 0/1. such an
investment will benefit the entire stale." Let us. take his. words [0 heart and take Clction by
passing these measures. I wbolehcal1edly urge you to support this mewmre and pass it on
to Final Reading.

Thank you for this (lpportunit.y to testify.


