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Re: HB2581- Provides special license plates for motor vehicles registered to long-term care 
facilities to allow such vehicles to be used to park in handicapped stalls while transporting 
disabled patients under the facility's care 

In Opposition 

This is a very well-intentioned bill and I see that it has many sponsors. But it also has some major 
problems, and so I recommend that it not be passed. 

People with disabilities use the accessible parking spaces to enter and exit their vans. These spaces are 
in very short supply as it is, and it's quite common that they become unavailable because unpermitted 
cars use the reserved spaces illegally. Making special license plates or placards available to nursing 
home drivers will further reduce the pool of spaces available to people who really need them. 

The drivers of nursing home vehicles do not themselves require an accessible parking space. Also, if a 
passenger meets the eligibility requirements, the driver can use their placard. So the issuance of license 
plates or placards to nursing home vans is only a convenience. 

Unfortunately, if these vans are issued permits, abuse is almost certain. Since the permits go with the 
vehicle, staff will most likely use them when on errands such as shopping. The driver does not need an 
accessible parking space to carry out those errands, and the space is taken away from those who need 
it. 

It will be impossible to control the use of these permits. 

Finally, this bill is in contradiction to the clear intent of federal and state statutes that reserve accessible 
parking place for the use of persons with disabilities who truly need them. 

Accordingly, I recommend to the committee that this bill not be passed. 

Larry &le+ 



TO: Representative Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Chair 
Representative Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
Committee on Human Services and Housing (HSH) 

FROM: p#iJ;~iu &ay;w 
Cassahdra Tesoro, Executive Director 

DATE: Thursday, February 7,2008 (9:15 a.m., Room 329) 

RE: Support of HB 2425, Relating: to Senior Centers 

Kapahulu Center is a tax exempt, non-profit agency that has been providing 
supportive community based services to elders for approximately 26 years and 
currently serves approximately 450 older persons each year. We strongly support 
this bill, with the foilowing recommended changes: 

Change SECTION 2 to read: "There is appropriated out of the general revenues 
of the State of Hawaii the sum of $170,000 for Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior 
Center, $80,000 for the Kapahulu Center, $85,000 for Moiiliili Community 
Center, and $81,000 for the Waikiki Communitv Center or so much thereof as 
rnay be necessary for fiscal year 2008-2009 to provide funding for grants pursuant 
to chapter 42F, Hawaii Revised Statues, for the operations of the above senior . .. . 
centers 

77 

Reason: Specifies the mount of funding needed by each senior center. 

Change 3rd paragraph to read: "The sum appropriated shall be expended by the 
department of u s  health for the purposes of this Act." 

Reason: The above senior centers already have funds channeled through the 
Department of Health, Executive Office on Aging. 

This bill will provide funding for a network of senior centers that provide vital health 
education and screenings, fitness, recreation, case management, and other services to 
enable thousands of senior citizens to maintain wellness, support independence and 
avoid costly institutionalization 

Kapahulu Center has been servicing the elderly approximately 26 years. The Center 
was originally administered through the University of Hawaii at Manoa and later by 
the Moiiliili Community Center. In 1996 the Kapahulu Center became a 501c(3) 
non-profit organization. The Center provides a range of educational and recreational 
services, including: 

Over 4 educational courses, such as Japanese and Korean Languages. 
Over 3 exercise courses, such as Aerobics and Tai Chi. 
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Over 20 recreational courses, such as Ukulele, Line Dance and Japanese Minyo 
Dance. 

* Health and wellness activities, such as monthly blood pressure checks, Exercise 
Your Brain classes, and more. 
Annual Bon Dance for recreation purposes. 
Monthly excursions for educational and recreational purposes, such as Pacific 
Aerospace Museurn and miniature golfing. 
Opportunities for over 3 older adults to contribute their time and skills to the 
community through more than 500 hours of volunteer service annually. 

The Center serves senior citizens, age 60 and older, throughout Oahu, primarily 
within the comrnmity and surrounding areas. 

The elderly population, age 60 and older, represents the fastest growing segment of 
Hawaii's population. By the year 2010, this sector of the population is projected to 
grow by 70% to 299,500 persons, or one in every five persons. Many of the elders 
will be aging in place with multiple problems and few support systems. It is 
imperative for the community to support programs that will assist this growing 
population to stay independent and avoid premature institutionalization. 

Some older adults need minimal service while others need multiple services to remain 
independent. It is more cost effective to provide services in the community rather 
than paying the cost of institutional care. 

For example: The cost of institutional nursing home care is approximately $7,000 a 
month (equivalent to $83,000 a year) for one patient. For less than the cost of 
institutional care for three frail elders, Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center 
can provide a range of activities to serve approximately over a thousand older 
adults annually to help improve health and maintain wellness. Providing 
community-based services also adds to their quality of life since the majority of 
elders prefer to remain in their own homes. 

Kapahulu Center and other senior center programs are cost-effective, preventive 
alternatives to institutionalization for older adults and give the State the opportunity 
to save money and to support the desire of older adults to remain independent in their 
own homes for as long as it is safely possible. 

We ask for your support of HB 2425 with the two recommended changes. If I 
can provide any further information, please feel free to contact me via phone at 808- 
737-1748 or via email at ctesoroO,hotmail.com. Thank you for this opportunity to 
provide testimony. 



I am 95' years old and a member of the .kfbf?khk\ ( 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 
&..4 * 4 . ~ .  

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additio~al funds for senior centers. like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

- .  <-' r i /  
Name: -4 -dy'4+, &,(+ 
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<,.---v ,<' 
Address: G+/y2 =-+-, c7 A;- I; 7 - / /,7- 
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I am qa years old and a member of the .(q*b\ 

Please support the Kqahulu Center and its membership of nearly 100 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

4 - L 4 &  q--J.s;, 1 

'T, 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

4 ! -* . 7 

&-- 
x&31- 91M ,\J- -& -1 

/ 
- 7  L IVU.~-J.LL',, *dScxI~&>, <,p,&J \% 
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Please make additiorzal funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioriw so that seniors like me can remain independent in the comrnunify! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
,. A--.-- 

i _ .  

,, - 2 ---., "f3 Name: %, ~&~ - -.. %. Iti - c& Y.-,.-- 

3+! /-;+- - Address : r r t  
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I am '3 years old and a member of the .Iq&b\ 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prior& so that seniors like me can remain independent in the community! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
f l  - 

Name: J, 
L c . r - ~ ~ k \ , E  L t i \ T c L \ n c  \ C  

Address: 3 h 3 -  L91..12, & 



I am '77 years old and a member of the . Iqkbb \  

Please support the lYapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioritV so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitp! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
-4 

Name: 

Address: - 



I am 99 years old and a member of the .[&f!!b&bb\ 

Please support the KapahuZn Center and its membershb of nearly 400 senior 
citizens witk additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the community! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address : 



I am &q years old and a member of the T w& .-T 

Please support the Kopahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
griorih. so that seniors like me can remain independent in the eomunitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Bad0 1-d Q & W L ~  

Address: 3 &- I(,& A i f  - 



. - -  
I arn 6 years old and a member of the 

* 
- - 

Center. 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State finding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

P +A rn@"&~. If there wa NO Kapahulu nter, I woul 
m A ~ n ~ e r ~ ~ , L e & + m d c e m / t ; S  

Please make additimat funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, A 

Name: 

Address: 



I am 75  years old and a member of the 
n 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the mount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prior& SO that seniors like me can remain independent in the community! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
A 

k ' 

Name: L 2 4 $7 , $ly fgflb 
#' ,-, 

Address: $If/& J 3'4a/i 6 Vir * / a / "  



I am 31 years old and a member of the W T ~  

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

l o r  I' 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

b .  r,k Q@.& e0 .QQ '“'9 . &,&I us 0 4 . L  
~ 0 - t  b t  &hie & vMlcd ,/@-7 
, I, c f i  -C- L ~ o 7 '  

Please make additional funds for senior centers. like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: (ys wv 

Address: 37x7 . M-&s+ 



I am 80 years old and a member of the .(*&bb\ 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of near& 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

1 

I participate in the fallowing Kapahulu Center activities: G)& f. .W & 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I && 

-- 
, - C -  -TL! &LC LC 

Please make additional fmds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Cerzter, a 
prior& so that seniors like me can remain independent in tke communifv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

&&&& 8l.J 1 Name: _I-- 

,= \ 

Address: 675- 04~s-  B/;I; +F-9d / 



I am 7-4 years old and a member of the qshlnk @rd 
Please support the Kapaliulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prior& SO that seniors like me can remain independent in the commcmitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address: 7w- /3 f ik 



1 am q L  years old and a member of the ~apo~n&--  !x$p@?J 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membershi@ of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address: 

24~7 76~15 



I am 9 I years old and a member of the -qwb4 .- WTW 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

w-- 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prior& so that seniors like me can remain independent in Be communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

/30% k U  ,. . 
Address : A s#. 



I am years old and a member of the 
- 

Please support the KapahuZu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

+ & A L - C 4 -  

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prior* so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 



I am 5' years old and a member of the 
- K@y.kt.hclu G f l F  

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 
:&.. ,: ' o r5 A 

k E R o ~ i c $  

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

STAY &&ME +- W W A T C ~  -TV 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kbaahtllu Center, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the community! -- - 
'l'hank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: ,!%,'I'y K ,  ~ ~ A P C I M ~ ~ ~  
/ 

Address: b / / . - B  hcc  



1 am 69 years old and a member of the qw ~ ' ' @ d  

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membershi@ of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 
yQjlz kU24 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 
-3 

hww AUM 
Address: f& &d 



I am 5 years old and a member of the .(*kbtk\ 

Please suppoPt the Kapahula Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additiollzal State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

/-I~wd*1& (3LLQt~ul 
y&w 
'dl4 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like EZaaahulu Center, a 
prioritv SO that seniors like nze can remain independent in the community! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name : ,J 1 A! 
Address: -3 346 d,+L ,g f- ,, TI2 @ <- 



I am b years old and a member of the t(be&~ *@u----- 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membershi@ of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Ceater, a 
prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communify! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: &,jt l / & ; r ~ ~ ~ -  
/ r 

Address: /a67 k A HA Q 06 @ 
I 



I am 6 years old and a member of the .(q&b{L\ 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

,6-dh I t j ~ c ~ / 2 . r r r - 6  

41, s f ! .  
"r 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 
- * ,? 

, ; : i ~  L-~U cLnLw. ,-,A , J ,LW ..L& L 6 n o ! b d ~ ~ . .  
,..MA-$,  re,.&. . L . -, r/f2.bT L+ -Z i-$ ._CY ,,<;--7 (?J 

L! ,,/' . . J J . 
S+MMA&, 

Please make additional f u d s  for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
prioriQ SO that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
i :  

._--.- I '  .. 
Name: . . , .  . . k ,  i , ,  1 i! "2*.<? .-.. - \..- 

r : i  

Address : 5 G,,i.i-.t<..q-r.~Lri .urz4 -. . 4.;:,c 
. ;al . i ( .y i ( ,  - ; - i . . L q ,  I-'' 



I am 7 D  years old and a member of the .IqPnihb\ 

Please support the Kapahulu Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of$80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
priori@ so that seniors like me can remain independent in the communitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address : 



I am 6% years old and a member of the . ( q # ( k \  

Please support the Kapahula Center and its membership of nearly 400 senior 
citizens with additional State funding in the amount of $80,000. 

I participate in the following Kapahulu Center activities: 

aeuobl'~5 - Swicv cl wee& 

i l ' no  d a n w  - oncu a week 

tat- &; - M'LW a., ~ e e t c  

If there was NO Kapahulu Center, I would: 
no? ba r b / J  $&i. my weekly crcrd6u whl"h pmrna-k~ my o v u u l l  hea1141, 
a n d  bn'*js b a l a n ~ u  and harmony /Q m y  Ufc. 4hu sucial C O ~ ~ ~ ~ + ~  i h P t I  heye 
mode wi+h inany sen iors  have m ~ c j u  m u  award Chqt Y O &  h k T ~  

5+0 YL Y Y ficfi 'vu physic411y e m t  m~n)el ly fo 40 mruhh.t-'n, ~ F U X  ~ f l d c p ~ n d ~ ~ ~ d .  I koh,dno+ bu 
&bld iv do ~ o r n m u n / ' t y  ~ ~ r r i l - 0  by :  ~ , + f ~ h j  on, %LI 6i'tu emnu/ Ar fiu Cdq& PO fiu 

P mmrb y5 p+ my ol&ss i n  f o r m  and 6 j i pc  f s r d ~ ~ c h  OR acfin-ties, pmgn mg ; 
hcp r h i 5 ~  &ncC5 ~ L h  our en,*w2 &YLL~.@w~ - ~ J u ~ ~ Y u  h, Aofi Dan'&, s - *o~ 

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Kapahulu Center, a 
priorin, so that seniors like me can remain independent in the cominunitv! 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Jeaoi Kawamura 

Address: 3 i l L  K d ~ ~ c a /  &Lbf- 


