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DATE: Tuesday, January 29, 2008, TIME: 8:30 am

Regarding Testimony in favor of:
HB 2495 RELATING TO SOLID WASTE.

Prohibits the use of polystyrene foam as a
disposable food service-ware product.

Aloha Chair Morita and Members,

I want to express my support for HB 2495. Because polystyrene is not recyclable we need to
reduce its presence on our islands as much as possible. It does present many problems for sea
creatures in our state and takes up a lot of space in landfills. Let us make it easy for all of us to
do the right thing. Please give this bill favorable consideration. I believe that the food vendors
will embrace this program once it is mandatory. They do have other biodegradable options that
are cost competitive with polystyrene.

Mahalo!

District 6 - Upper Puna, Ka 'a, and South Kona
Hawai'i County Is An Equal Opportunity Provider And Employer



Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Imcaneeley@gmail.com
Monday, January 28,20089:14 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the \lse of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, tQ make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Lindsay McAneeley
lmcaneeley@gmail.com
234 Aikane Street
Kailua, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

emkdunne@gmail.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 9:18 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312
(5 copies)

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more. for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Dunne
emkdunne@gmail.com
2611 Ala Wai Blvd., #2403
2611 Ala Wai Blvd., #2403
Honolulu, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
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agin808@gmail.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 9: 18 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312
(5 copies)

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Adriann Gin
agin808@gmail.com
5238 Kuaiwi Place
Honolulu, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

karla @pilipono.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:57 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Karla Meek
karla@pilipono.com
812 Lukepane Ave
Honolulu, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

joankoff@yahoo.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:56 AM
EEPtestimony
H82495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
joan koff
joankoff@yahoo.com

1



Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

raggamuffin100@juno.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 9:24 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing' - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. Have a great day!

Sincerely,
Carla Buscaglia
raggamuffin100@juno.com
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

redmoonhawaii @yahoo.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:37 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kristen Moon
redmoonhawaii@yahoo.com

HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

beno@kauaienvironmental.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:41 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents mor~ for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Owen
beno@kauaienvironmental.com

HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

babylou_79@yahoo.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:41 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Rachel Weyenberg
babylou 79@yahoo.com
41-846 B Laumilo St
Waimanalo, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

debluckett@hawaii.rr.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:47 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Deborah Luckett
debluckett@hawaii.rr.com
758 Kapahulu Ave.,#230
Honolulu, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kealadancer@gmail.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:48 AM
EEPtestimony
H82495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, 'HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
keala fung
kealadancer@gmail.com
po box 55
haleiwa, HI
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pegcundiff@yahoo.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:24 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and ,plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
margaret cundiff
pegcundiff@yahoo.com

NV
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Janice Lehner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

katie_gaut@hotmail.com
Monday, January 28, 2008 8:29 AM
EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Katie Gaut
katie_gaut@hotmail.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Malina Moy
mmoy10@punahou.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Cathlyn Goo
cgoo10@punahou.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Robert Cowie
cowie@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and he~lth, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
leyla cabugos
cabugos@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Caitlin Ito Ito
caito10@punahou.edu

HI
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HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
eXqmple, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Tonya Fowler
tfowler@hawaii.edu
98-665 Kaonohi ST
Aiea, HI
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Janice Lehner

From: Windward Ahupua'a Alliance [info@waa-hawaiLorg]

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2008 11 :23 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: HB 2495 - Relating to Solid Waste

Shannon Wood, Interim President
Windward Ahupua'a Alliance
P.O. Bxo 6366
Kane'ohe, HI 96744
Phone: 808/247-6366 ext. 1#
Cell: 8081224-4496

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Rep. Hermina Morita, Chair

Rep. Mele Carroll, Vice Chair

lIB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE
STRONGLY SUPPORT

PUBLIC HEARING
8:30am

Tuesday, January 29, 2008
Conference Room 312

The Windward Ahupua'a Alliance supports lIB 2495 because it will help reduce the impacts of
jamming the landfills with one type of solid waste - polystyrene food service packaging - which will
take decades to decompose. Burning the material in H-Power facilities is not the best way to handle it
because the residual ash needs to be disposed off properly and, besides, no one wants to have a landfill
in the neighborhood.

We also must remember that H-Power at best only burns about 70% of our solid waste. The rest
sits in a landfill along with the ash.

We need to REDUCE as well as RE·USE, RECYCLE and RECLAIM.

IIi the United States, Hawai'i has the highest number of individuals and households who eat their
meals away from home. I know that in the Wood household, at least 12 out of 21 meals a week times
two people are prepared outside the home - and I don'tthink we're that we're that much different from
other families. I suspect that if a count were made at this hearing, almost every single person present eats
at least one take-out meal a day and many probably two.

Granted, the corn-based products on the market currently do cost more; however, passing along the
additional costs to the purchaser which would come to about 22 cents per order would be far less
expensive than the costs of building additional landfills to hold what cannot be burned at H-Power or
the significant $$$ and environmental costs to ship our solid waste across the Pacific Ocean to be turned
into energy over there - thus increasing our greenhouse gas emissions by as much as 5% when the State
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of Hawai'i is working towards significant reductions over the next 15 years.

Making disposable containers from corn or other cellulosic materials is an idea whose time has
come.

I note that one of the reasons for doing away with polystyrene containers is they contribute to the
increase in roadside litter. Substituting corn-based or even paper serving products will NOT reduce the
amount of litter - that's a whole other issue - but at least the trash can be composted and won't wind up
killing wildlife. We urge that you pass lIB 2495.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.

1/2812008
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Mu'ch of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Neil Soicher
neilsoicher@hotmail.com
46-1039 Kinimaka Rd
Honokaa, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kari Gerardo
karebear2119@yahoo.com
1128 Ala Napunani St #1402
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Carmela Wolf
caw@omprograms.com
3055 Pualei Circle
Apt. #106
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Brian Mackintosh
brian.mackintosh@hotmail.com
1650 Piikoi St., 802
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Eric Brandt
catsetsail@yahoo.com
4211 Waialae Ave. H-8
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate~lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Amy Glester
aglester@earthlink.net
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Alwaise
lorem1717@yahoo.com
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Testimony before the;
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8;30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re; HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee;

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), whi9h proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products. in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Andrea Collins
collinsfam7@yahoo.com
142 Pinedale Ave.
Oroville, CA
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Allen
bellaloha@bellsouth.net

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.

State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Felix Wolf
wolff@omprograms.com
3055 Pualei Circle
Apt.l06
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 muriicipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
EVan Silberstein
skywalker@ecomail.org
3315 East Manoa Road
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kyong Lee
bodhipopo@msn.com
3550 Pahoa Avenue
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use·
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
NIETZSCHE TOLAN
NIETZSCHE TOLAN@YAHOO.COM
1330 WILDER AVENUE, #201
HONOLULU, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Sunny Greer
sunnygreer@yahoo.com
POB 4148
Kaneohe, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
ele denman
eledenman@gmail.com
909 lukepane avenue #1

honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

The more pro-active and accountable we are for our impact on the environment, the more
others will also support our actions and, the more cost effective it will become.

Unfortunately, our society looks too critically at the finacial cost today when
considering doing what is in the best interest of our communities. We have the chance to
make a positive change and appreciate your support.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kym Mesa
kymmesa@gmail.com
479 lana St
Kailua, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
jasmine king
kingjasm@hawaii.edu

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Jessica Yuen
yuenj@hawaii.edu

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I strongly support HB 2495 that would ban the use of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food
service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

Styrofoam poses a serious threat to our environment and health. There are affordable
alternatives to Styrofoam and we need to look to these alternatives and weigh the threat
to our keiki as we make our decisions. I teach children about the dangers of non­
biodegradable products and how they affect their future and the future of our 'aina. Can
we afford to wait, can we afford to overlook simple ways we can make a difference in the
future they face? A future that looks dimmer each day? I for one feel we have waited
long enough. It is time to take bold steps, it is time to be leaders. 2008 can be the
YEAR OF CHANGE!

By supporting HB2495, the future of our keiki will be a little brighter.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Betty Gearen
bettygearen@hawaiiantel.net
224 Pakohana Street
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Jeff Schulberg
jschulberg@gmail.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kamaile Nichols
knichols@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Cyma Wilson
cyma@hawaii.rr.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TuesdaYI January 29 1 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita l Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste) I which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdYI sanitarYI economical I and convenient product I

it poses a serious threat to our environment and health l given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign I HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629 1 HB2176) this session l and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States l including San Francisco l BerkeleYI
Oakland l and Portland l have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam I and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example I San Francisco/s Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year l without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

PresentlYI Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. UltimatelYI it may take a few extra cents l to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely I

Nicole Nakamura
nnakamura@gmail.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Memb~rs of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Alethea Rebman
akr9@hawaii.rr.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent noh­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service~ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Josias Braganza
josias@gmail.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is .attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Suzie Schulberg
suzieschulberg@gmail.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Randy Ching
oahurandy@yahoo.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Michelle Walker
emilywednesday@yahoo.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are-inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Donna Ching
dlching@aol.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Anjali Puri
anjalipuri@gmail.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Amy Jenkins
amywj@hawaii.edu

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Layla Schuster
laylaschuster@yahoo.com
3453 A Pahoa Ave
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Julia Steele
julia@hanahou.com
1617 Wilhelmina Rise
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
M.E. Burke
emstar98@mac.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Ruey Hwu
hooooray@hotmail.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and iS,a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed'by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

It is time for us to each take responsibility for our environment and take personal action
to help lower our footprint. This will be one small step of what will hopefully be many
more.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kevin Eckert
keckert@arborglobal.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Alicia Billings
nyx@justaddfire.com
2454 Halelaau Pl
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
M.E. Burke
emstar98@mac.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 10
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. Have a great day!

Sincerely,
Carla Buscaglia
raggamuffin100@juno.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the united States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
michele wilson
beherenow66@yahoo.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

There are affordable alternatives to styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam
refuse are inadequate. When I originally moved down to the state of Hawaii, I was appalled
by mass use and careless disposal of ALL the styrofoam containers used by almost EVERY
restaurant and food vendor in the state, as well as the lack of regard for proper disposal
and recycling of leftover materials. Having lived in the state of Washington for most of
my life, where every home has recycling bins, and every dorm room on college campuses have
recycling bins as well as normal recycling centers/bins next to the normal dumpsters on
campus, I was disheartened when I regrettably had to end up throwing away a lot of
perfectly good recyclables because of the lack of resources on the UH at Manoa campus to
do so.

I was also disappointed to see that in Hawaii, the place that is called 'paradise' all
around the world, there was more litter than I have ever seen in any other place I've
lived in. Actually, I've seen some of the most atrocious litter on the UHM campus. Near
the on campus dinning hall, I once found a soda can pushed into a bush, a bush that was
right next to a dumpster. Not only could that individual taken the 2secs to have at least
thrown it away, but moreover, they could have waited the mere 2mins to walk it to a
recycling bin.

I know that you may be have been sent thousands of these already, and that your secretary
is probably screening them for you, but for me, this bill represents a much needed wake-up
call the the residents and visitors here in Hawaii that Hawaii needs to, and is getting
serious about environmental protection, especially in the unique and fragile ecosystem in
our beautiful state. And I believe that the passing this bill will be the one of the
important steps this state takes in getting serious about becoming more consciencious
about this issue.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Katelin Ghormley
ghormley@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical; and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
linda reedy
lreedy@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Patricia Tompkins
patieytompkins@yahoo.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I support HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use of polysytrene
foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

With the waste-stream challenges we face in Hawaii, it is unacceptable to see styrofoam
used so often in the food service industry. Styrofoam poses a serious threat to our
environment and health, given its inherent non-biodegradable nature and chemical
composition. There are affordable alternatives to styrofoam and present methods for
handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Laura Weiss
lauraleY-Fr@hotmail.com
3190 Maile Way, St. John 101
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, Sa~ Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
michelle vu
michelletvu@gmail.com

CA
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Mahalo for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Cann
jeremai@gmail.com
2680 Ipulei Pl
Honolulu, HI
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HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Ann Crites
critesj001@hawaii.rr.com
1020 Green St.

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

Please support HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), to ban polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food
service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

Styrofoam poses a serious threat to our environment and health. It is not biodegradable
and is made of harmful chemicals. There are affordable alternatives to styrofoam.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States have successfully enacted measures to
regulate or prohibit the use of this product. Hawaii has the opportunity to become the
first state to prohibit the use of styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of
alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9 cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable
when attempting to promote a more sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii.

Please support HB2495 and Hawai'i's health.

Sincerely,
Nathan Pierce
natnc17@yahoo.com
PO Box 51245
Pacific Grove, CA
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January 28, 2008

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Tuesday, January 29,2008 - 8:30 A.M. - State Capitol Room 312 (5 copies)

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

My name is Virginio "Marcus" G. Marcos, proprietor of Diamond Head Cove LLC, and
I'm writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste) which proposes to ban the
use of polystyrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawai'i.

Currently, my small smoothie operation purchases biodegradable alternatives to
petroleum-based service-ware. Although the cost for these biodegradable products is
slightly more, the benefit of preserving our environment as an island state far outweighs
the cost.

As a pro-Hawai'i small business owner, I'd like to share my firsthand experience that
these products are not only affordable but our customers wholeheartedly embrace the
fact that they are joining the effort to protect our 'aina. Our customers often comment on
"how great these products are" and ''why doesn't more establishments use these 'earth­
friendly' products".

As for the quality of these 100% plant-based cups, plates, containers and utensils,
here's a story that brought a smile to my face. A customer came in the other day, asking
if she should be using the "nice" spoons that were placed on our counter. When
informed that they were biodegradable, she smiled and nodded expressing her total
support of protecting our environment. This is a common reaction from many of our
customers.

As a surfer and businessman, I strongly support legislation for all food vendors to take
responsible means in protecting Hawai'i and its resources that are invaluable to our
economy and our way of life here in the islands.

Our conversion to biodegradable products has been a winning solution for our business.
More importantly, the use of biodegradable products is the right thing to do. As the
motto on our state seal states that our land is perpetuated in righteousness. Only
through "Iaulima" or working together can we take action in making a difference in caring
for our 'aina. Let's insure that future generations can have the opportunity to live in a
beautiful Hawai'i that we all so enjoy.

Is global warming a concern? Given our location in the middle of the Pacific Ocean,
shouldn't our charge be when do we start. As residents of Hawaii, why not support eco­
friendly practices. Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony and I look to
each of you as leaders of our community to have the foresight in doing right and taking
responsible action in preserving our island state.

Mahalo Kakou,
Marcus G. Marcos
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the

-ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Horng-Wei Chen
horng@hawaii.edu
4886-4 Kilauea Ave.
Honolulu, HI
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HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
tara mattes
tarama@mailcity.com
2105 Armstrong St
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Azeema Faizunnisa
azeema@gmail.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in. the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Patricia Tompkins
patieytompkins@yahoo.com
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Janice Lehner

From: Bryce Sprecher [bryce@summahawaii.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 27,2008 11 :32 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: Stop Styrofoam

Please except my vote to ban Styrofoam in Hawaii.

Bryce Sprecher
Summa Hawaii Inc.
Hospitality Procurement & Project Management
970 North Kalaheo Avenue Suite A202
Kailua, HI 96734
Office 808.254.8200
Fax 808.254.8202
Cell 808.292.8510

clkk logo to visit our website

Ji Before printing please consider the Environment!

Confidentiality Note: This message and any attachment to it, contains privileged and confidential infonnation intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity
named in the message. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that reading this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please immediately return it to the sender and delete it from
your system. This message and any attachment(s) are believed to be virus free. However it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus free. We do
not accept any liability for any loss or damage arising in any way from the receipt, opening or use of this e-mail and any attachrnent(s)

1/2812008
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Janice Lehner

From: Francesco Garripoli [francesco.garripoli@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 27,2008 11 :11 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: House HB2495 and Senate S82001

EEPtestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov

Aloha!

PLEASE do what is good for humans and our environment and eliminate styrofoam for being

available in Hawaii.

House HB2495 and Senate SB2001 address this issue, and as a taxpaying resident of our beautiful state,
I ask that my voice be heard - along with the thousands of others who wish to ban styrofoam from .
Hawaii.

Mahalo...

Peace...

Francesco Garri Garripoli ~lilij

P.O. Box 1921

Kapaa, HI 96746

www.kahunavalley.org

Thanks for supporting our non-profit Kahuna Valley organization, dedicated to empowering

and educating our youth in the areas of health and well being... and check our our

breakthrough mentoring program: www.mentorohana.org

1/28/2008



HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

820 Mililani St., Suite 810, Honolulu. Hawaii 96813
Phone (808) 533-1292 - Fax (808) 599-2606 - Email LlSHawaii@aol.com
Direct (808) 479-7966 YQURBAG

January 29,2008

To: House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Rep. Hermina M. Morita, Chair / Rep. Mele Cattoll, Vice Chair

By: Richard C. Botti, Pres. or lauren Zirbel, Golt Relations

Re: HB 2495 RELATING TO ~OUD W~TE

Chairs & Committee Members:

While we accept the fact that we must address the issue of solid waste, and the amount of plastic be­

ing used in the food industry, this measure is simply not the answer, and will create more problems than

it is intended to address. Further, we dispute the strong comments in the bill stating that these prod­

ucts pose a significant threat to Hawaii's ecosystems and environment and to the general health and

welfare of the citizens of this ~tate. In fact, it is just the opposite. It has provided the best means of

protecting takeout food from contamination and bacteria which would cause far more of a threat to our
citizens.

The problem is not the product, but the method in which it is disposed. It does not belong in the land­

fill. The issue is, when will government address landfills? We have to give credit to former Mayor Frank

Fasi for the foresight to address the issue over thirty years ago with the building of HPOWER Waste to

Energy plants are expensive, and government has been shy to take on the challenge, even when we

know that this is the best road to support energy self sufficiency with respect to electridfy in Hawaii.

Polystyrene foam is not only a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product for Hawaii's food
service industries, it is also a fuel that is being dropped in our lap. Pound for pound, it has' a higher

BTU than coal. Why are we landfilling energy that could reduce oil and coal imports? We should not be

condemning polystyrene, but collecting it from the landfill and diverting it to generate electricity in

HPOWER We should be promoting the Neighbor Islands to separate as much plastic of all types at the

landfill, shred it and use it as an energy resource.

HB 2495 claims that the non-biodegradable nature and chemical composition of this product raises se­

rious concerns. We don't make similar claims against the oil we use to make electricity. The product is

HB2495 Testimony 1-29-08
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renewable as a fuel, and contrary +0 the bill, benzene is not used as an additive in food qualiiy !,olysiy-

rene !,roduds, unless i+ !,ossibly comes from a foreign country that isn't +elling us what is in the !,rodud.

If the Legisla+ure is making claims about !,ossible leaching of siyrene info food and liquids when heated

in such food service-ware, i+ should address these sfa+emen+s +0 the FDA who has a!'!'roved the !,rod­
uds as GRAS (Generally Recognized As Safe).

Now, what's good about this bill is that it brings the issue u!' for discussion. Le+s focus on ge++ing as

much !,lasHc out of the landfill as !,ossible as fast as !'ossible, and use i+ +0 lower our eledric bills. We

+alk about being energy de!,endence while we landfill a valuable energy source in !,Iace of im!,orHng coal

and oil. We should be faking advantage our this valuable high BTU energy source, rather than calling i+ a

!'oison.

We suggest this bill will create nothing but heartburn for you if you !'ass it in this form. We suggest that

the bill be amended +0 !,rohibit any benzene additives from being included in the manufaduring of any

food qualiiy !'ackaging.

By the way, we have a local com!'any that em!,loys over one hundred em!,loyees in Kalihi that makes

the !,roduds you are !'ro!'osing +0 ban. They do it without adding benzene. This bill would !,uf them out
of business, and their em!,loyees out of work

Six points of interest:
1. Hawaii is unique because of freight being much higher than places like the cities on the West Coast. We have just a few carriers
while the West Coast have many coming from the Orient. The West Coast does not have to factor in Ocean freight as does Hawaii.
Because incoming shipments from the West Coast and the Far East are limited, time factor will always present problems. This is
especially true for substitute items from wherever it will be coming from. During shortages, we are even further behind on the ladder
as to receiving goods. Business suffers and Hawaii suffers and yet, they ask us why the cost of living is so high?

2. What's good for others may not be good for Hawaii. As cost factors go up with these changes, there is another cost factor that
will be even greater. The fact that these substitutes will naturally be in even greater demand due to all of the bans elsewhere. Hawaii
needs to think about it because as these demands are trying to be met, major shortages will occur not only from the supply end but
being the last on the totem pole to receive shipments. Paper bag industry from the time of "Save the Trees" program has scaled
back a lot of the volume. What does it mean for us? Fulfillment of the needs for the big box stores who are going along with the
Green program will have booked these manufacturers out. Itwill mean major shortages and major price increases with a limited
supply. Paper supplier factories are already are maxed.

3. The local scene: Lack of employment will make it even more difficult to live here. Small manufacturing companies will be jeop­
ardized just like those that have already closed down. What does this mean? Hawaii will be even more dependent on the Mainland
U.S., where we will be buying our school lunch pulp trays from the East Coast instead of making them here.

4. The Plastics Industry has always supported Waste to Energy. Local companies here in Plastics all practice recycling. Govern­
ment must do the same.

5. Education is the key....people here need to understand about the true facts about paper and plastics. Each have their place.

6. One last issue is industry cannot be switching back and forth from one type of Manufacturing to the other. It is very costly. When
"Save the Trees" programs were launched, our only paper grocery bag company lost their investment in two machines that made the
bags. Now we have legislation to go back to trees? Business can't simply change operations so easily without the high cost of new
equipment.
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radiantlotus@gmail.com
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EEPtestimony
HB2495 TESTIMONY (EEP Hearing - 01/29/08 - 8.30am) (5 copies)

Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TuesdaYI January 29 1 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita l Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste) I which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the state of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdYI sanitarYI economical I and convenient product I

it poses a serious threat to our environment and health l given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign I HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629 1 HB2176) this session l and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the pr~blems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States l including San Francisco l BerkeleYI
Oakland l and Portland l have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam I and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example I San Francisco/s Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year l without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

PresentlYI Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. UltimatelYI it may take a few extra cents l to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

SincerelYI
Daisy Lee
radiantlotus@gmail.com

HI

1
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

,
Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Matthew Leslie
mb1727@yahoo.com
1621 Halekoa Dr
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of th~ Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Aarin Gross
afgross@hawaii.edu
44-100 Keaalau Place
Kaneohe, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
sachiyo nakamura
sachi091@yahoo.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Pleaie support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
clawz lee
clawzlee@hotmail.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
jasmine king
kingjasm@hawaii.edu

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Stuart Candy
scandy@hawaii.edu
Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies
2424 Maile Way, Saunders 632
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam-introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Mia Sutter
miasutter@yahoo.com
1189 Mona Street
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kevin Nesnow
stardustsparklin@gmail.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Shannon Mears
mears_shannon@yahoo.com
830 Paahana Street
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Carol McAneeley
mcaneeley6@aol.com
234 Aikane Street
Kailua, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(8B2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Olga Martelet
amartelet@hotmail.com
1217 Hind Iuka Dr.
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland; have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lillie
lillie@hawaii.edu
2505 Lai Rd.
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the supcess
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Everett Ohta
oeverett@hawaii.edu
2660 Pauoa Rd
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The impact of styrofoam food service-ware is so
much larger than filling up our trash cans with non-biodegradable rubbish. We are
degrading the aina and the delicate balance by which life on these islands sustains
itself.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Don Najita
kamaaina@pilipono.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Buffy Cushman
buffycushman@hotmail.com
666 Prospect St. #102
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Cameron Black
cblack@hawaii.edu
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
David Toohey
dtoohey@hawaii.edu
1711 East West Rd. #613
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inade~ate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Diana Bethel
sea-breeze@hawaiiantel.net
1441 Victoria St.
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

with its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Nancy Lacuesta
nancyjl@hawaii.rr.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Melisa Casumbal
casumbal@hawaii.edu
2626B Pauoa Rd.
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Anthony Mihalic
ajmihalic@gmail.com

Hermosa Beach, CA
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Lynne Wooddell
lynne@hawaii.rr.com
1064 Auloa Rd
Kailua, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Julia Steele
julia@hanahou.com
1617 Wilhelmina Rise
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Ani Martirosian
animartirosian@gmail.com

HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Tami Winston
kauakea@gmail.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Michelle Walker
emilywednesday@yahoo.com

Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it 'poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Layla Schuster
laylaschuster@yahoo.com
3453 A Pahoa Ave
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling .styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Maria Ferri
wendyferri@yahoo.com
161 Alala Road
Kailua, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Collin Siu
csiu@willamette.edu
95-680 Alohilani Street
Mililani, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
John Johnston
john@shinseidotherapy.com
55 S. Kukui St.
D 2102
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Bawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Cherise Agua-Andrews
caguaandrews@gmail.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Randy Ching
oahurandy@yahoo.com
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kamana Kealoha Kalani Sloat
ksloat@hawaii.edu
700 Richards St Apt 2110
Honolulu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
June DeBusk
jydebusk@hotmail.com
94-260 Keaolani, Street
Mililani, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco'S Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Lindon Morris Cunningham
linnymc@mac.com
94-1230 Ka Uka Blvd. #2
Waipahu, HI
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Testimony before the:
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Tuesday, January 29, 2008 - 8:30 A.M.
- State Capitol Room 312

Re: HB 2495 - RELATING TO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Aloha Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), which proposes to ban the use
of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service-ware products in the State of Hawaii.

While styrofoam is recognized as a sturdy, sanitary, economical, and convenient product,
it poses a serious threat to our environment and health, given its inherent non­
biodegradable nature and chemical composition. There are affordable alternatives to
Styrofoam and present methods for handling styrofoam refuse are inadequate.

With its unique source of funding and provisions for a public education campaign, HB2495
is distinguishable from other bills concerning styrofoam introduced in the legislature
(SB2629, HB2176) this session, and is a realistic and pragmatic approach to begin
addressing the problems posed by petroleum-based products and plastics.

Over 100 municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Berkeley,
Oakland, and Portland, have recognized the threats posed by styrofoam, and have
successfully enacted measures to regulate or prohibit the use of this product. For
example, San Francisco's Department of the Environment estimates a 70% compliance with the
ban enacted just last year, without having issued a single citation! Much of the success
in achieving this compliance is attributed to educating and informing the public.

Presently, Hawaii has the opportunity to become the first state to prohibit the use of
styrofoam as a food service-ware product. The cost of alternatives to styrofoam (i.e. 9
cents more for a plate-lunch) is definitely reasonable when attempting to promote a more
sustainable and eco-conscious Hawaii. Ultimately, it may take a few extra cents, to make
some sense.

Please support HB2495 and the future of our beautiful but fragile paradise.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Marian Chau
mmchau@hawaii.edu
3190 Maile Way, Rm 101
Honolulu, HI
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Janice Lehner

From: Andrea Collins [collinsfam7@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 27, 2008 11 :03 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: HB 2495

To Whom it May Concern;

I am writing in regards to the problem that I have seen in Hawaii in relation to styrofoam products. As a
tourist who frequents Hawaii, I was surprised at the lack of eco-friendly materials. It is a well known
fact that styrofoam is bad for the environment and due to the large volume of tourists that consume
products in Hawaii, I would think a more serious look would be taken at finding alternate solutions
to this on-going problem. Having been raised in Oregon and now living in California, where initiatives
are being taken to treat our environment with more care, I was surprised that Hawaii, a state I love,
would not consider doing the same thing. I was happy to hear that testimony is being heard on behalf of
a bill banning styrofoam in your state. I naturally wanted to give my testimony on behalf of eliminating
styrofoam from your state. I hope you consider my comments as a tourist.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Andrea Collins

Looking for last minute shopping deals? Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

1/2812008



Janice Lehner

From: Mbutay@aol.com

Sent: Sunday, January 27, 200811 :16 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: Testimony on HB 2495 - 1/29/2008 @ 8:30 a.m.

Please find attached the following testimony:

House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
Testimony on H.B. No. 2495, Relating to Solid Waste on
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 8:30 a.m., Conference Room 312

Thank you.

=============
Melody Butay Dacanay
Administrative Director
Capitol Consultants of Hawaii, LLP
222 South Vineyard Street, Suite 401
Honolulu, HI 96813-2453
Phone: (808) 531-4551
Fax: (808) 533-4601
E-mail: mbutay@aol.com
Website: www.capitolconsultantsofhawaii.com

Start the year off right. Easy ways to stay in shape in the new year.

1/28/2008
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Janice Lehner

From: orion stanbro [ostanbro@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 27, 2008 11 :23 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: hb2459

I am in favor of a ban of styrafoam in Hawaii. I hope I can be there in person to give testimony for the
many reasons it is bad for the people of th~se islands.
Mahalo,
-Orion Stanbro

Orion Stanbro

Dba. Lani Hau Design
Design and Constructive Art
808.348.4205

112812008
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Janice Lehner

From: gayle goodman [goodman.gayle@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 27,200812:39 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Subject: ban styrofoam

please ban styrofoam-I can hardly eat out anymore because I don't want to contribute to our serious
waste problems and continue to fill the landfill with things that won't break down. Hawaii has a serious
waste problem that needs to be addressed now. myself, my family and everyone i know are really
concerned about this.please take action.

Gayle Goodman
1407 Koko Head Ave
Honoulu, Hi 96816

112812008
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mmckay@hula.net
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HB2495

To: House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Re: HB 2495 - Hearing relating to solid waste disposal, Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 8:30
am in House conference room 312

Chair Morita, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the Committee:

I want you to know of my support for HB2495 (Relating to Solid Waste), proposing to ban
the use of polysytrene foam (styrofoam) food service- Wqre products in the State of
Hawaii.

I have used the biodegradable alternatives to petroleum-based service- ware and they are a
wonderful, environmentally friendly alternative to styrofoam.

'Without a legislative ban on Styrofoam products, I am concerned that food vendors will not
make the conversion to alternatives that provide environmental and health benefits.

Hawaii should be an example of sustainability and stewardship, rather than developing more
landfills and shipping trash to the mainland. I support a total ban on styrofoam in our
food service establishments.
Thank you for your consideration.

Michele McKay
PO Box 11794
Honolulu, HI 96828
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