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CATI-lOLlC CHARITIES I {AWAl'l

TESTIMON Y IN SllPPORT OF lIB 2468: RELATIN(; TO AFFORDABLE DOUSING

DATE:
TO:

February S, 2008
Representative Maile Sbimabukuro, Chair, Representativc Karl Rhoads, Vice
Chair, anci Members, Committee on Hwnan Services and Housing

FROM: Betty Lou Lar~on, Housing Programs Director, Catholic Charities Hawaj'j

HEARING: Tuesday, Feb.rnary 12,2008; 8:40 am; Conf. Rm. #329

Chair Shimabukuro, Vice Chair Rhoads, and Members, Commiuee on Human Services & Housing:

Thank you tbr the opportunity to provide testimony on this housing bill. I am Betty Lou Larson,
from Catholil; Charities lIawai'i. We also are members of" Partners in Care, Housing Hawaii and the
Affordable Housing and Homeless Alliance. We strongly supportlhis bill .

We l'iuggest one amendment to Section 30: We urge you to delete the sunset date for the
allucation of conveyan.ce tax to the rental housing lrust fund. This will create an ongoing SOllrce of
nlllding 10r affordable rentals. Thi~ is a critical to ellSun? a consistent source of funding for
developers of these units as they plan their projects. Catholic Charilie~ Hawai'i receives over a
thousand l;alls each month, many for housing help. Over halfnfthc seniors who come to Catholic
Charities Hawai'i's HOllsing Assistance Program are facing homeless. Families with children are
still ending up on beaches or in cars. We need to continue to focus on creating a large number of
affordable housing units. A permanent suurce of funding is needed.

Many housing hills thig year suggest pieces of the solution to create affordable housing. We
appreciate your dedication to pull all these together and concentrate resources to achieve a major
impact on affordahle housing for our Stale.

We support the infusion 01'$30 million.from GO bonds to the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund
(DURF) as one resource to expand the number urrental units that can be created in the ncxt 3-5

?s.. ycars. In HB 2050, there is also a $25 l1lillion request fl..)r the Rental Housing Trust Fund. Both-------DLJRF an<.1th~ Trust Fund are important pieces in the l,T~ation ofmore affordable housing. The
Rental Housing Trust Fund has one uniqu~ feature that is different from DURF: it mandal~s t:hat
SYo of the units build with these funds must be affordable and targeted to persons at 30% of thc
median income or below. Thi$ is an impoltant diilerenl;c, since these units are the only new units
being produ<.:ed to hel'p()!Jr elders 011 SS I, or families earning the minimum.wage or other low
income families. Thus we urge that that hoth the Rental Housing Trust Fund and DURF are
important to fund.

This hill also suggests a cn::alive way to help reduce some of the backlog in proces~ingat the county
level. We support the appropriation (If $500,000 to for third party review and certificatiun lo
expedite the proccssing and issuance of building penllits for affordable housing projects.
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Thank you for your thoug.htful considt:ration and support for ways to achieve more affordahle
housing and to expedite the processing of affordabk housing pro.iects.
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 2468: RELATING TO AFFORDARLE HOUSING

DATE

TO:

rr<OM.

RepreSen(alive Maile Shimabukuro, Chair, l(epresenltJUve Kdrl
Rlloads. V,Ct=> (hair. an(j Mernt>er). Committee on HI Jrnc3n Services
<:lIlcj I lousing

Neighborhood Aoard #8. Mc-Cully Moiliili,
Reuy Lou Larson, Chair, , lousin~l tv. Hontele)~ncss Committee of NB

HEARING: Tuesday, February 12, 2008; 8:40 am; Cent. Rm. /1329

CJklir Shirllc]tJukur 0, Vice Chair RllCk1(1S, all(j MemlJer\ Committee on Hllm.ln
Service) lSI. I lousinq:

Tt-I,~(jk you for the opportunIty to provic1e If'I\'';rnOIlY on this housir Iy LJIII. I am
Retty Lou Larson, representinq rhf' Me-Cully Moiliili Neigt,borllood Boarej /I 8.

In ,:j resolution (see dlld(J1Cd), p,lssed by tl·,e 130ard on 7/7/08. we support tt,ae
tunejinq lu It Ie Rental HOlJSino Irust runci be made permanent We request an
amendment to this bill to repeal the sunset date of 20 J3 for the conveyance tax
and that 65% of the conveyance tax (vs the current 50%) be allocated to the
Trust Fund.

()ur ROc:!(d clrlCj OlJr conlfTlunily is very concerned abOlJr '-he issues of afforcldlJ/e
(en ted /-IOl1\,,'I(1 ,.j()(J I')omelcssness. We he'we SllJ >por lee) the afforc1atJle rental
prc~jP( '-', pr oposcci for our neiqhtxyho()(J rJf 1(1 which have now been builL
However, thc<;t=> ;1rE' in,]ejeqUJLe to meet the growIng need

We have I-Iornele)) persons slcr.pin~j at tJUS stops, in park). in lJuS~)CS in m.:my
pcXIS (J uur rJeiqhborl-j()()cl We I-lave people )Ieepinq in cars. We' /··l.:jVe el(jers
drK1 workin~l F,jrnjJjes wl-Io are in ui);) and unClolf ro ;:ifford the marker rer Il) Uklt
'·-kiVF illcre,3S(?cj 9r e<.flly over the pasr tf:'W Yf."~lrS Our nei9hl.Jor t100(J is similar to
rlei~lf)bofllOO(lS across the sr.-Jtp.ltkil ;-Hf tJeing impactec1l)y the severe lack of
dfforcJablc tlOUSlrlg.

Wf' nf'f'eJ t:lIl infusion of fur Kh to buikj mort=> new <?tffofliatlle rental). ir lour
cornrnunily df 1(J t~)muqhou[ rh~ ~;t<:itt:' We urge you to consider the needs of
(Jur rlei0flfJOrhoOds .1n(J ,:mlen(j the 1);11, d~ )U9gestcd above.


