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LATE TESTIMONY

WHO WE ARE About TriWest:
Difference Between TriWest & TRICARE

Wiy Wil Buren
The terms TriWest and - "’_
TRICARE are often used 'l‘mf:hd.’
i ’ = o Difference Between
b - N interchangeably, but each !
%ﬁﬂ WM EST =l is distinctly different, Tt's TriWest & TRICARE
TRICARE easy to see why people Tl Pt Fiac s
weat may be confused—the Csonewshipy Shruscfuane
names of both start with o
the same three letters and both have similar logos. ] O Mewes ]

Created in the early 1990s, TRICARE is the U.S. Department of Defense @ —T—————————

=
(DoD) %ea*h care entitiement for active duty, Guard and Reserve and [ T —
re d members of the military, and their eligibie family members and
survivors. TRICARE's objectives are to optimize the delivery of health

care services at military treatment facilities and supplement that with
access to civilian health care networks where necessary. TRICARE
receives its funding as part of the annual federal defense budget, which
is approved by Congress and signed by the President of the United

States.

TriWest Healthcare Alliance is a privately held, Phoenix-based
corporation that contracts with the DoD to administe r TRTC“R: in the
21-state TRICARE West Region, and is monit by TRICARE

Management Authority, a department within the DGD

RICARE is not an insurance plan, but rather a health care entitlement
earned by our nation's military members for their service to this count ry.
Likewise, TriWest is not an insurance company. Triwest is a contractor
o the DoD that administers the TRICARE program in the 21-state West
Region.
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The TRICARE West Region includes the 21 states identified above and a section of western Texas, including El Paso and the area
surrounding Fort Bliss. Exceptions: The Rock Island Arsenal area of lowa, and certain ZIP codes in St. Louis, MO.



	HB2160_PSM_LATE_1_02-07-08_.pdf

