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PURPOSE: The purpose of this bill is to appropriate funding for operations, including

staffing, for the State Commission on Fatherhood.

DEPARTMENT'S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports the

intent of this bill and respectfully requests that its passage does not replace nor adversely impact

the priorities in the Executive Supplemental Budget.

The Department recognizes the important role that fathers play in the family and in the

lives of their children and has included $50,000 in Federal funds in the Department's budget to

provide contracts and grants to established agencies for programs for fatherhood initiatives.

The Hawaii Commission on Fatherhood was established by Act 156, SLH 2003, and

directs the Commission to serve in an advisory capacity to State agencies to promote healthy

family relationships between parents and children. The Commission is authorized to make

recommendations on programs, services, and contracts relating to children and families.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY



Across the nation, there is a renewed understanding of the unique importance of fathers in

the lives of their children, families, and communities. It is widely recognized that children are

more likely to thrive with support, guidance, and nurturing from both parents. The presence of

fathers has a positive impact on the lives of their children, as reflected in better school

performance, fewer high-risk behaviors, higher self-esteem, and less substance abuse. Healthy

families mean less impact on our child protective services and at-risk youth and youth offender

programs and the Judiciary. However, many young men today are themselves fatherless, lack

appropriate role models, and are in need of information and education regarding the appropriate

roles and responsibilities of fathers.

The Commission on Fatherhood plays an important role in promoting healthy family

relationships between parents and children and promotes involved, nurturing, and responsible

fatherhood.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on this bill.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY



Testimony mstro.IS.ppon of SB 2054
Hearing: ' January 24, 2008

," 'Tim~ 1.30 p.m
Room 016 ~tateCapital

Cd~EEON<fIDMAN SERVICES ANDPt.WLIC HOUSING

Senator SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair

Seriator LES IHARA, JR. Vice Chair

From: Myrna B. Murdoch
Children's'Rights CouD~iland Commission on Fatherbood
And SRIO Taskforce

Su.bj:i Testimony in strong SHPport of SD20S4

Myname is Myrna B. Murdoch, Convener of the Best Interest ofthe Child working group of
the SRIO taskforce, founder ofthe Children's Rights Council ofHawaii and a member ofthe
Hawaii State,Conunission on Fatherhood.

The passage ofSB 2054 will make the BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD the cornerstone
ofjudicial consideration when determining the award of custody to divorcing or never
married parents. This is consistent with the mission of the Court to carry out its strategic plan

, ,to develop, support, and advocate for maximum parental involvement in the lives oftheir
children. With the passage ofSB2054 there will be a legal standard that is consistent with
po}icydeveloped mother states across our nation, and also one which will be appealable in
theappell~teeOurtsboth in Hawaii and in the 9th circuit.

While theF~ly Court Le~Interventions Working Group (\V0rkingGroup) adopted the best
interest§i~f tl!e chci1dcriteria,some members ofthe Best Interests ofthei Child
Conuni~ee(~~) hadoon~ about item (5) ,Qittes 8-10 on pageS) as it may cause
problemsforvietims.()ffamily violence. The Working Groupthus asked the Committee to work
on amended language.thatwouldaddress theconcem. The following was agreed to by the
Committee': -

»'(5JEach parent's cooperation in developing and implementing a plan to meet the
child's ongoing schedule~ needs, and interests"exgmt that this factor shall be
excluded ifa detqmination by the g>;urt has _ made that ,family violence has been committed
by a ,garentpursqapt tQ section,571-46(a)(9);"

The Conu;nittee therefore fetX)mmends that SB20S4 be amended by adding the above language
on line lO,page 8, ofthe bill. -

I urge your committee's favorable action on the bill as ~ended.
MymaB. Murdoch

-Best Interest ofthe Child, Convener.



To: Rep. Maile S. L. ShimabukurQ, Chair
Rep. Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services & Housing

From: Tom Marzec

Subj: .Testimony in STRONGSUPPORT of HB2194 which appropriates funds for the
State. Commission on Fatherhood

Hearing: Thursday, 01-24-08.at 8:30am in House conference room 329

I strongly support H82194. Thi$ funding request has been before the Legislature for
several years now, and providing for an Executive Director and appropriate staff, would
allow the Fatherhood COmmission to effectively assist fathers in their needs.

Fathers too often either fall through the cracks or the system is blindornot responsive
to their unique needs. The Fatherhood Commission, having equivalent funding as the
Commission on the Status of Women, would shoW that fathers matter as much as
mothers. Heipingboth father.s and mothers ultimately supports our children and
famHies, and having strong families is essential to the well being ofour state.

Your consideration forsuPPQrting thisbill is very appreciated.



To: Rep~Mail.e S. L.· Shimabukuro, Chair
Rep. 'KarlRhoads, ViceChair
Committee on Human Service$ and Housing

From: Adrien~~King

SubJ: Tespwony inSUPPORTofaB'2194; funding forthe COlIlmission OIl Ftitherhood

Hearing: Thursday, January,24; 2008, 8:30 am, House Conference Room 329

Thistestim811Yisinsupport HB2194. As immediate past Chair ofthe FamilyLaw
Section oftile Hawaii State Bar Association, current Legislatiye Director oftheSection, ,
and family law attorney, lrepreseht both mothers andfathel's in FamilyCourt~The

Family Court seeks to make decisions that are in the best interests ofthe child, which
ideally means the involvement ofboth parents in their childreri'slives. There appear to
be many services thatfocus onsin.gle moms and heaven knows they need help, hut part
of that helpformoms'isto helpthe dadS be better dads. We need to strerigthenHawaii's
families by alsohelpingfathe.rsget acpess toservices that yvillhelp them be better dads
and addresstheirspeciiic needs and problems. Funding the Fatherhood Commission so .
that they can coordiqatesuch issues is a necessary priority~·

Men don't network like women. They arenoflikely to talk to other men'abouttheir
parenting issues~ They often don'~ask for help, and even if they wanted toasl<;they
don't know whereto turn. More public recognition and support for the role of fathers in
children's lives would go far in reducing many of the problems.created today bythe,
absence offathers in their children's lives. Parity offunding for programsfor mothers
and fathers is essential to everyone's goal to provide kidsWiththebenefitsofl1aving

.both parents in th£!ir lives. " ,
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