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Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2977, H.D. 1. The
purpose of this bill is to amend chapter 194-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes to include a

provision that the Hawaii Invasive Species Council shall amend their plan and give

priority to eradicating coqui frogs on state and county lands within one mile of residential

areas. The department offers comments.

It is clear that the coqui frog, especially the populations on the island of Hawaii,

has not been mitigated to a level acceptable to the community. Community action

groups that are trying to control the frog within their neighborhoods view the infested

state and county lands as a reservoir for re-infestations.

The Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC), a partnership of federal, state,

county, and private, provides the institutional framework for leadership and coordination

to develop and implement a comprehensive state-wide invasive species program.
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An effective program is one that has sufficient programmatic capability to prevent
new invasive species from entering into the State, control those pests already here at a
level that reduces the risks, and mitigates the hazards at a level acceptable to the

people of Hawaii.

An effective program is also one that maintains an objective perspective and sets
and follows established priorities and strategies. In this regard, coqui frogs on state or
county lands within one mile of residential areas may not pose the highest risk of

establishment or proliferation.

1t is important that we work closely with our community partners in addressing
this and other invasive pests so that they have a clear understanding of the reason for
and implementation of the coqui statewide plan. Coordinated efforts and support are

needed to make headway in this battle.
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House Bill 2977, House Draft 1 directs the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (Council) give
priority to eradicating coqui frogs that are on state or county land and within one mile of
residential areas. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) recognizes the
problems that uncontrolled coqui frog populations have on residential communities and supports
the intent of this bill to provide relief for these communities and has worked with partners,
counties, federal agencies and the Legislature to find the best solutions to those problems.

In July 18, 2006, the Hawaii Invasive Species Council was presented with a statewide plan,
“Hawaii’s Coqui Frog Management, Research, and Education Plan”, for the control of coqui
frogs prepared by the Department. The Department updates the plan as new information,
technology and resources are available and to address new populations and problems that occur.
As no funding has been dedicated to coqui frog control in the coming year, actions recommended
by the plan will be limited and largely dependent on county and community efforts with
assistance from the Big Island Invasive Species Committee.

Unfortunately, there are populations of coqui frogs on all of the main Hawaiian Islands. Coqui
are found in only three sites on Oahu and only one site on Kauai and the prospects to eradicate
them island wide with current resources are promising. Maui has 14 known coqui populations
and by the end of 2007, four were considered completely controlled. Of the ten remaining
populations currently being controlled, only Maliko Gulch presents significant challenges for the
ultimate success of the island wide eradication effort. Maliko Gulch requires additional
resources for containment over the short term and eradication over the mid-term. This priority
site on Maui encompasses private and state lands and extends into a remote uninhabited gully.
Key control sites that will determine whether or not this growing population can be eradicated
are more than one mile from residents. The populations of coqui on the Island of Hawaii are
estimated to cover over 24,000 acres. With current control methods, the estimated cost to treat
frogs per acre is $1,500 - $2,100 per acre and requires multiple treatments. The cost to control
the total infested acreage using current methods would be a minimum of $36,000,000. Current



control tools would not be capable of treating the entire infested area before reinfestation could
occur. The best strategy for containment of the current population is to address new populations
before they grow to negatively impact additional communities such as Volcanoes. Targeting new
outbreaks before large new populations establish, regardless of their proximity to residential
areas, is key to the long term containment of coqui on the Island of Hawaii.

The Department was provided $800,000 for coqui frog control efforts for the first year of the
biennium only - $500,000 for Hawaii, $200,000 for Maui and $100,000 for Kauai. On Hawaii
Island, $233,000 of the $500,000 allocated by the legislature was provided to the United States
Department of Agriculture, Fish and Wildlife Services control team and loan sprayer program
that focus on controlling coqui in residential areas. The remaining $267,000 supports the Coqui
Coordinator, control technicians and data specialist who work with the Hawaii County Coqui
Frog Working Group to track control efforts in direct support of county efforts to contain the
spread of coqui and support affected communities. There are no additional funds specifically
dedicated for coqui control in the next fiscal year budget. Control work will rely on limited
available budgets of partners in the working group.

Focusing on eradicating coqui frogs that are on state or county land within one mile of residential
areas may not be the best approach for all islands, most effective measure to prevent introduction
or removal of new infestations into new areas, or slow the spread of coqui into ecologically
sensitive areas. Priorities as determined by the Coqui Statewide Plan include stopping the spread
by targeting sites that pose a high risk of increasing the spread of coqui to new areas such as
refuse transfer stations, and new populations that are isolated from existing populations that
threaten to significantly increase the current distribution of coqui. In many cases these priority
sites are more than one mile from residential areas.

The Department is happy to work with the county Coqui Frog Working Groups, Invasive Species
Committees, Department of Agriculture, county agencies, University of Hawaii, federal partners
and communities to update and implement statewide plans, but the scope of activities will
depend on receipt of adequate funding to implement them.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS H.B. 2977,
H.D. 1, which seeks to amend Section 194-2, Hawaii Revised
Statues to require the Hawaiyi Invasive Species Council
(Council), in its Coqui Frog Eradication Plan, to give
priority to eradicating coqui frogs on state or county
lands within a one mile radius of residential areas.

OHA appreciates the thoughtful amendment to this bill and
now supports this proposed legislation, which is much more
focused and balanced.

As we wrote in our previous testimony, our state is under
attack. More than 8,000 plant species have been introduced
into gardens and other areas of Hawaiyi. Over half of
Hawai‘'i’s current flora of flowering plants are non-native,
and almost ten percent of these represent a serious threat
to our native ecosystems. Numerous invasive marine species
threaten our reefs and marine biological assets, while
uncounted numbers of invasive species threaten our forests
and streams. These species are not high profile or even
annoying for residents and visitors; however, the threats
that they present for us all are very troubling and real.
The sheer number of invasive species coupled with our
resource-based economy results in what the legislature
called in 2003, “the single greatest threat to Hawaiyi’s
economy and natural environment and to the health and
lifestyle of Hawaiyi’s people.”

Hawaiyi’s 2007 Coqui Frog Management, Research, and
Education Plan reports that in 2006 alone, the legislature
allocated more than $1.8 million for the control of coqui
frogs and that “Multi-agency efforts since 2000 have
reduced the populations of Kauai and Oahu and eradication
is feasible with current tools and resources.”



While it would have been irresponsible to focus all of the
State’s alien species resources on one species, this
amended bill’s proposal for the Council to focus its Coqui
Frog Eradication Plan on regions that will provide the most
immediate, beneficial impact on our citizens is responsible
and pragmatic legislation.

Therefore, OHA urges the Committees to PASS H.B. 2977, H.D.
1. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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The Nature Conservancy of Hawai'i is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation
of Hawaii’s native plants, animals, and ecosystems. The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,000 acres
of natural lands for rare and endangered native species in Hawai'i. Today, we actively manage more than 32,000
acres in 11 nature preserves on O‘ahu, Maui, Hawai‘i, Moloka'i, Lana‘i, and Kaua'‘i and also work closely with
government agencies and private landowners on cooperative land and marine management projects.

The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i submits the following comments regarding H.B. 2977 HD 1 Relating
to Invasive Species.

We appreciate the crisis situation that exists with respect to coqui frog invasions, particularly on Hawai‘i
island and other locations in the State, and we support a strong and coordinated response to address
these invasions.

However, we hope that the necessary response to coqui will not prevent the State and its partners from
also devoting appropriate attention to other pests that have become established in Hawai‘i or worse pests
that could come here. The task of the Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council (HISC) is to provide a
comprehensive, statewide approach to invasive species including prevention, early detection, control,
research and education programs. This effort necessarily results in prioritization based on a variety of
issues including human health, safety and well-being, economic harm, and the threat to the health and
function of the environment.

We are concerned that placing a statutory priority on one pest over any other may have some
unintended consequences. For example, the HISC might have to prioritize coqui frog contro! over
response to an introduction of an arguably much worse pest like red imported fire ants, or a mosquito-
borne disease. We are also concerned about unintended financial impacts. In Fiscal Year 2007, the
Legislature’s provision of additional funding for coqui control was really a shifting of existing funds from
other invasive species programs, which then caused layoffs in the Island Invasive Species Committees and
a hiatus in the Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council's research grant program.
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Opposition to HB 2977 HD 1 Relating to Invasive Species

Aloha. The Conservation Council for Hawai‘l opposes HB 2977 HD1, which requires the Hawail
invasive species council, in the cogul frog eradication plan, to give priority to eradicating coqui frogs
that are on state or county land and within one mile of residential areas.

We do not think it Is apgroprlate to mandate priorities with regard to controlling coqui frogs.
Identifying priorities and specific strategies for controlling coqui frogs should be left to the invasive
specles council and to the Invasive species committees, who have the expertise and are involved in
island-wide efforts.

It Is also unfortunate that the legislature has waited so long to control these frogs. Warnings ta
eradicate coqui frogs were issues many years ago with no response by the legislature or government.
Now that constituents are complaining about the frogs, legislators are finally responding. But it is
probably too late to eradicate the frogs from Hawai’l Island, and the best we can do Is try and
eradicate them from the other islands when we still have a chance to and to control them on the Big
Island as best we can.

Mahalo nul loa for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely, .
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COLLECTION OF A DEDICATED RECYCLING STREAM OF PLASTICS FOR
CONVERSION TO ENERGY

Testimony by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Ken H. Takayama, Acting Director
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and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs

Monday, March 24, 2008, 1:15 p.m.
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Chairs Menor and Inouye and Members of the Committees:

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on S.C.R. No. 219. The Bureau takes no
position for or against this measure but offers the following comments.

The resolution directs the Bureau to examine the existing waste to energy program on
Oahu as it relates to the collection of a dedicated recycling stream of plastics for conversion

to energy.

As presently drafted, the scope of the study requested in this measure appears to be
manageable.

Accordingly, if this measure is to pass, we request that it not be modified in any way,
as attempts to "clarify" a measure may have the unintended effect of broadening the scope of
a requested study in a way that makes it unmanageable.

Thank you very much for this opportunity to testify.
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To:  Senate Committee on Energy & Environmental
Senator Ron Menor, Chair / Senator Gary L. Hooser, Vice Chair

Senate Committee on Intergovernmental and Military Affairs
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair / Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair

By:  Richard C. Botti, Pres. Or Lauren Zirbel, Gov't Relations

Re: SCR 219 & SR 130 Requesting LRB to examine Waste To Energy Programs as they
related to the Collection of a Dedicated Recycling Stream of Plastics to Energy

Chairs & Committee Members:

We support these resolutions as being a positive step towards utilizing a resource that
is becoming more valuable each day.

Please consider that a ton of plastic would be equal to approximately 6 barrels of oil.
This is based on the formula that oil is 8 pounds per gallon, as is PE resin that is used to
make plastic bags.

Plastic bags, polystyrene and shrink wrap generated by commercial establishments and
warehouses can easily be separated and collected for use as an energy supply. All that
is needed is marketing plan and a small inducement.

Commercial establishments now pay $80 a ton tipping fee to dispose of waste plastics.
Some larger firms bail the plastic, containerize it and backhaul it to the Mainland where
it can be recycled. With oil at $110 per barrel, every 336 pounds of plastic is worth it's
weight in oil. Plastic has a higher BTU than coal, further adding to the benefit of plas-
tic as a fuel.

The sooner we start utilizing this unclaimed resource, the closer we will come to solving
our energy dependence issues.
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