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Testimony 

Status 

RELATING TO DISASTER RELIEF. 
Clarifies the use of the governor's emergency powers.  Clarifies that 
the governor shall not utilize the power to suspend laws authorized 
under the Civil Defense and Emergency Act when the State is attacked 
for purposes of noncivil defense situations unless there is a tangible 
and measureable threat to the people or environment of the State.  
Establishes that certain provisions of the State's disaster relief chapter 
are operative and supersede provisions of the Civil Defense and 
Emergency Act in times when an emergency arises that is not 
considered a civil defense emergency.  States that any emergency 
powers in force prior to the effective date of this measure expire at the 
end of the 2008 regular session unless reauthorized by the legislature. 
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Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 
 
Persons wishing to testify should submit testimony in one of the following ways by 4:30 p.m. the day prior to the 
hearing: 
 
• In person:  1 copy of their testimony to the committee clerk, Room 219, State Capitol. 
 
• By fax:  Testimony may be faxed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms Office at 586-6659 or 

1-800-586-6659 (toll free for neighbor islands), at least 24 hours prior to the hearing.  When faxing, please indicate to 
which committee the testimony is being submitted and the date and time of the hearing. 

 
• By Email:  Testimony may be emailed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Legislature's Public Access Room at 

testimony@capitol.hawaii.gov.  Please indicate to which committee the testimony is being submitted and the date and 
time of the hearing. Email sent to individual offices or any other Senate office will not be accepted. 
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Please note:  If you submit your written testimony after 4:30 p.m. the day prior to the hearing, please sign-in at the 
staff table to testify orally.  Written copies of your testimony will not be distributed during the hearing but will be 
posted online for the public after the hearing.   
 
If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., sign or foreign 
language interpreter or wheelchair accessibility), please contact the committee clerk 24 hours prior to the hearing so 
arrangements can be made. 
 
Please note:  Documents made available through the Testimony hyperlink(s) above may not be posted until the start of the 
hearing. 
 
Public Folder.  A folder labeled “Public Folder” containing the measures and testimonies for the hearing will be available for 
shared use by members of the public. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 586-6460. 
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Senator Lorraine R. Inouye 
Chair 
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Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Chair 
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