
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 2007 
STATE OF HAWAII 

H.B. NO.-?% 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI SECTIONS 2 AND 3 OF THE 
HAWAII CONSTITUTION TO CREATE ELECTED DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARDS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

1 SECTION 1 .  The purpose of this Act is to propose an 

2 amendment to Article X, section 2 and 3, of the Constitution of 

3 the State of Hawaii to provide for the creation of at least 

4 seven locally elected district school boards and to amend the 

5 function and selection of the state board of education. 

6 SECTION 2. Article XI section 2, of the Constitution of 

7 the State of Hawaii, is amended to read as follows: 

8 [BBAED C%FEENC,X,TIW] STATE AND DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARDS 

9 Section 2. There shall be a state board of education 

10 composed of [membzrz whc zhzll bz elzcted ir; 2 r;aiqzrtizz;l 

11 . , 
mar;r;zr by q~zllfled -~-etzrz, zz pr~-~-;dec? 3;;. 1z~-, frm-kwc zt 

12 -l---- --'lc triets] one member selected from each 

13 district school board. Each district board shall select its 

14 representative to the state board by majority vote among the 

15 district board members. Each state board member, with the 

16 exception of the member from the noncontiguous district, shall 

17 have a vote on matters before the state board of education. 
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H.B. N0..34g 

There shall be at least seven district school boards 

composed of members who shall be elected in a nonpartisan manner 

by qualified voters, as provided by law, from each of the school 

board districts. [Thz first1 At least two school board 

[district] districts shall be comprised of [&el areas of 

approximately equal populations and inclusive of the Hilo and 

Kona regions on the island of [&hu zzd 211 ether islzzdz zct 

kc  :amprized of thz islzzdz cf IIG.;:~;;, bkui, Lzr,~i, M&-d;zi, 
. . 

czeh dzpzr4mcntzl schcel district.] Hawaii as determined by an 

apportionment commission as provided for by law. At least one 

school board district shall be comprised of the islands of 

Lanai, Molokai, Kahoolawe, and Maui. At least one school board 

district shall be comprised of the islands of Kauai and Niihau. 

The Island of Oahu shall have at least three school board 

districts. The districts shall be determined by an 

apportionment commission as provided for by law. The Hawaii 

State Student Council shall select a public high school student 

to serve as a nonvoting member on the state board of education. 
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H.B. NO. 74% 

Local student councils shall select a public high school student 

to serve as a nonvoting member on each district school board of 

education." 

SECTION 3. Article X, section 3, of the Constitution of 

the State of Hawaii, is amended to read as follows: 

"POWER OF THE [BeARD S%E#XK!?.TIrW] STATE AND DISTRICT 

BOARDS OF EDUCATION 

Section 3. The state board of education shall have the 

power, as provided by law, to [hmxlztc ztzt,-widc educztio& 

psl;ey znd] appoint the state superintendent of education, - [a-s 

formulate funding formulae to fund each district board of 

education, create statewide education standards, and oversee 

equity and compliance with federal law. 

District boards of education shall have the power, as 

provided by law, to formulate district wide educational policies 

not inconsistent with statewide education standards and effect 

budset decisions within the district. District boards of 

education shall have all other Dowers not s~ecificallv deleaated 

to the state board of education." 

SECTION 4. The question to be printed on the ballot shall 

be as follows: 

HB HMIA 49-2007 



Page 4 

H.B. NO. 79% 

I1Shall the current constitutional provisions on the creation 

and power of the Board of Education be amended to provide 

for the creation of at least seven local district school 

boards elected by the voters of each local school district?" 

SECTION 5. Constitutional material to be repealed is 

bracketed and stricken. New constitutional material is 

underscored. 

SECTION 6 .  This amendment shall take effect upon 

compliance with Article XVII, section 3, of the Constitution of 

the State of Hawaii. 

INTRODUCED BY: dL@d 
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Report Title: 
Elected district school boards. 

Description: 
Proposes an amendment to Article X, sections 2 and 3 of the 
State Constitution to replace the current single district school 
system with locally elected school boards. 
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