STAND. COM. REP. NO. qs. -06

Honolulu, Hawaili

Marc WO 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2500
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred H.B. No.
2500, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to provide the Judiciary with the
supplemental appropriations and authorizations for its operations
and capital improvements for fiscal biennium 2005-2007 by amending
the Judiciary Appropriations Act of 2005.

The Judiciary and a concerned individual testified in support
of this bill. A concerned individual opposed the measure.

Your Committee has carefully considered the Judiciary’s
supplemental budget request and sought to provide general funds to
further the Judiciary’s mission of administering justice in an
impartial, efficient, and accessible manner.

Two new and critical initiatives were provided with
considerable resources in this supplemental budget:

(1) $183,121 for the Court Interpreter Certification
Program; and

(2) $639,224 for the Probation Modification Project.
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Approximately 25 percent of the state’s population speaks a
language other than English at home. The Judiciary seeks to meet
the language interpretation needs of this population within the
judicial system. The Court Interpreter Certification Program will
provide standardized orientation, screening, testing, and training
for those seeking to be court interpreters. This program will
ensure that qualified, professional, and ethical interpreters are
available for everyone in Hawaii.

The Judiciary has also been seeking innovative solutions to
address drug abuse and other violations among those on probation.
The Probation Modification Project in the First Circuit provides
close supervision, treatment services, and immediate consequences
of violations for individuals on probation. The Judiciary has
experienced promising results with a small pilot group of high-
risk offenders and proposes to apply the methods to a larger
population.

Your Committee has also provided:

(1) $241,000 to provide additional guardians ad litem for
children and attorney services for indigent parents in
the Family Court of the First Circuit;

(2) $295,780 to enhance and continue substance abuse
treatment services in the Family Court Drug Court of the
Second Circuit;

(3) $45,178 to expand substance abuse treatment services in
the Maui Drug Court of the Second Circuit;

(4) $92,256 for additional staff in the Domestic Violence
Unit of the Third Circuit;

(5) $60,000 for a purchase of service to continue operations
of the Kauail Teen Court in the Fifth Circuit; and

(6) $41,916 for the Office of the Public Guardian in the
Judiciary.

In all, your Committee has provided an additional $2,214,056
in general funds to the Judiciary.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2500, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2500, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

il

DWIGHT TAKAMINE, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives / -, p ‘
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:

HB 2500 HDL - R-8-06

Committee Referral: JUD, FIN Q The committee is reconsidering its

previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended [x Pass, with amendments
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The recommendation is: ﬁ Adopted
O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)
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~—

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Dupli

- HMSO Duplicate (Pink) — Clerk's Office




