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NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Monday, April 10, 2006
TIME: 8:00 a.m.
PLACE: Conference Room 016

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

AGENDA
SCR 113 Proposed SD1: REQUESTING THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CPH

BUREAU TO STUDY THE ISSUE OF AUTHORIZING
PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO HAVE OBTAINED THE APPROPRIATE
EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE, TO PRESCRIBE A
LIMITED FORMULARY OF PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATIONS
FOR THE TREATMENT OF MENTAL ILLNESS, WHILE
PRACTICING IN FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS
OR LICENSED HEALTH CLINICS IN FEDERALLY
DESIGNATED MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED AREAS OR IN
MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS.

Decision Making to follow, if time permits.

Copies of the proposed SCR 113 SD1 are available in 219. Persons wishing to testify should submit 25 copies of their
testimony to the committee clerk, Room 219, State Capitol, 24 hours prior to the hearing. Testimony may also be faxed if
less than 5 pages in length, to the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms Office at 586-6659 or 1-800-586-6659 (toll free for neighbor
islands), at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. When faxing, please indicate to whom the testimony is being submitted, the
date and time of the hearing, and the required number of copies needed for submittal.

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., sign language
interpreter, wheelchair accessibility, or parking designated for the disabled) please contact the committee clerk 24 hours prior
to the hearing so arrangements can be made.

Public Folder. A folder labeled “Public Folder” containing the measures and testimonies for the hearing will be available for
shared use by members of the public.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 586-6740.
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PROPOSED

THE SENATE 113
TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2006 S . C . R N O S.D. 1
STATE OF HAWAII -

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU TO STUDY THE ISSUE
OF AUTHORIZING PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO HAVE OBTAINED THE
APPROPRIATE EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE, TO
PRESCRIBE A LIMITED FORMULARY OF PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATIONS
FOR THE TREATMENT OF MENTAL ILLNESS, WHILE PRACTICING IN
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS OR LICENSED HEALTH
CLINICS LOCATED IN FEDERALLY DESIGNATED MEDICALLY
UNDERSERVED AREAS OR IN MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE
AREAS.

WHEREAS, it has been stated by proponents of legislation
proposing to confer prescriptive authority on clinical
psychologists that there are not enough psychiatrists available
to serve patients at federally qualified health centers in the
State; and :

WHEREAS, at the same time, there appear to be certain
barriers to the hiring of psychiatrists at these federally
qualified health centers; and

WHEREAS, it has been suggested by proponents of legislation
proposing to confer prescriptive authority on clinical
psychologists that, under certain conditions relating to
obtaining appropriate education, training, and experience,
clinical psychologists may be able to prescribe medications; and

WHEREAS, this view is strongly contradicted by those who
believe that prescriptive authority to treat mental illness
carries with it many inherent dangers to the health, safety, and
well being of the public if that prescriptive authority is not
retained and exercised only by medically trained and qualified
psychiatrists; and

WHEREAS, these Competing views need to ‘be carefully
examined; and
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5. NP

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the health, safety, and
well-being of the State to examine the pros and cons of the
debate regarding the appropriateness of conferring prescriptive
authority on clinical psychologists to treat mental illness in
the State; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-third
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2006, the
House of Representatives concurring, that the Legislative
Reference Bureau is requested to study the issue of authorizing
psychologists, who have obtained the appropriate education,
training, and experience, to prescribe a limited formulary of
psychotropic medications for the treatment of mental illness,
while practicing in federally qualified health centers or
licensed health clinics located in federally designated
medically underserved areas or in mental health professional
shortage areas; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislative Reference
Bureau is requested to include in its study:

(1) A comparison of requisite educational requirements of
psychologists versus psychiatrists for prescriptive
authority:;

(2) Trends in other states concerning conferring limited
prescriptive authority on certain psychologists;

(3) A review of the arguments in support and in opposition
to the conferring of limited prescriptive authority to
certain psychologists;

(4) An review and description of barriers or obstacles, if
any, to the hiring of psychiatrists at federally
qualified health centers, such as the number of
positions available, the funding available, and
possible solutions to removing such barriers; and

(5) A review of the program operated by the United States
Department of Defense authorizing certain
psychologists to prescribe a limited formulary of
psychotropic medications, including a review of any
evaluations for the program or statistics that might
be available; and

SCR113 SD1 LRB 06-3544-2.doc



o 0 AN A WN

bk
(L —]

TRUTUIOLY

- S.C.R. NO. ss:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislative Reference
Bureau is requested to report its findings and recommendations
to the Legislature not later than twenty days prior to the
convening of the Regular Session of 2007; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
Concurrent Resolution be transmitted to the Director of the
Legislative Reference Bureau, the Chairperson of the Board of
Psychology, the Chairperson of the Board of Medical Examiners,
and the Director of Health.
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