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How Did Lawmakers Spend Your Money?

During the 2025 Session, the Legislature
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Bright Futures: From Interns to Graduates

Over the past 3 years, Sen. Wakai had the
privilege of mentoring Kay Manabag, an
exceptional intern from Farrington High
School whose dedication, intellect, and
heart has left a lasting impact in his office.
This year, Kay’'s hard work was recognized
with offers from both Yale and Harvard — a
testament to her perseverance and talent.

“Seeing her growth and journey to this point
O has truly been inspiring, and | am filled with
| 4 HARVARD N A pride knowing that the future is in the hands
- ey of young leaders like her, “ said Sen. Wakai.
1 “We celebrate these incredible

. L — OChievements and look forward to seeing
Sen. Wakai and Farrington High School intern Kay Mabang  all the ways she will make a difference
celebrate her offers from several lvy League Schools throug hout the world.”


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/budget.aspx

Sparking Safety From Fireworks

In response to New Year’s fireworks incident that occurred in Aliamanu, Sen. Wakai
advocated for bills during session that would strengthen the state’s laws on enforcement
and prevention:

e HB550: authorizing the use of drones to support
investigations

e HB806: funding for sting operations and a new
explosives and firearms laboratory

e HB1483: establishing various criminal offenses
and penalties to fireworks or articles
pyrotechnics, amending multiple definitions and
penalties for fireworks offenses, and adding
fireworks infractions to the existing adjudication
of infractions process for traffic and emergency
period infractions

“Lawmakers are taking aggressive steps to go after illegal importers and users,” said Sen.
Wakai. “The state lacked the resources to present evidence in trials. With these new laws
]forovided the funding, resources and processes to charge those involved with illegal
ireworks, we will have a much quieter and safer opening to 2026.”

Strengthening NASED for a Better Hawai'i

A contract for the New Aloha Stadium Entertainment District (NASED) is expected to be signed in
July, with demolition of the current stadium to follow this fall. The state is still only putting $350
million into the project, but the facility and new district that is to come is estimated to cost about
$500 million. After concerns were raised in discussions with the Stadium Authority and developer
regarding difficulties in raising additional revenues, the Legislature passed the following bills to
address these issues:

e SB583: allowing the naming rights of the
Stadium facility to be leased to any public or
private entity, with any revenues derived from
advertising or marketing in or on the Stadium
Facility to be deposited into the Stadium
Development Special Fund

e HB1007: authorizing the Hawaii Community
Development Authority (HCDA) to cooperate
with or assist public and private sector
entities to engage in projects that improve
the State and issue bonds to finance the
development of infrastructure outside of
HCDA’s community development districts

“SB583 and HB1007 will generate revenues and attract more investments for NASED, which
will ensure that the new Stadium facility and the entertainment district can thrive and

rovide what the surrounding community needs, leading to a better and brighter future
or the entire state,” said Sen. Wakai.



