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JUST COOLIN’ IT

Three-year-old Dayvhen Lupica, right, cooled off with his brother Daysen,
ily residence in Manoa. The National Weather Service predicts sunny ski
tion index for Honolulu is 12, considered “extreme” exposure,
Puerto Rico, the weather service said. Light tradewinds today
lands becomes stronger. Some showers are expected, mostly at night and in the morning.

Bill seeks leeway for judges in felony drug cases

A measure allowing
sentencing discretion
awaits the governor

By B.J. Reyes

bjreyes@staradvertiser.com

Opponents of a proposal
to grant judges discretion in
setting aside mandatory
minimum sentences for
drug offenders in certain
Class B and Class C felony
cases say the law would ap-
ply in only a small number
of cases.

To supporters of the
measure, that’s all the more
reason Gov. Neil Abercrom-
bie should sign the bill into
law.

“We know that it’s a
manini kind of small step,
but it’s the best that we've
been able to do in decades,”
said Kat Brady, coordinator
for the Community Alliance
on Prisons. “What we need
to do is show the prosecu-
tors that the sky isn’t going
to fall, that we're not open-
ing the gates of hell.

Kat
Brady:

Mandatory minimum
sentences hurt women,
the advocate says

“This is basically turning
discretion over to the
courts, and it’s not even an
elimination of mandatory
minimums. It’s just a lessen-
ing.”

The proposal, Senate Bill
68, is among nine bills identi-
fied by the governor for a
potential veto. Abercrombie
informed the Legislature on
June 24 of nine bills that he
is considering rejecting by
Tuesday, the veto deadline.

Like all measures on the
veto list, SB 68 had advo-
cates and opponents argu-

Maile

Shimabukuro:
“Treatment as opposed
to prison time” is better
for some, she says

ing their case before the ad-
ministration. Abercrombie
also has the option of letting
the bill become law without
his signature.

Lawmakers have said
they are unlikely to call a
special session to override
any vetoes.

The attorney general’s of-
fice, along with other state
and county law enforcement
personnel, opposed the sen-
tencing measure during the
legislative session.

Please see BILLS, B4
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6, Sunday with a water hose and a plastic bin outside their fam-
es all week, with a high of 86 degrees. Today’s ultraviolet radia-
and is unmatched across the country except by Albuquerque, N.M., and

will increase through Tuesday as a high-pressure system far north of the is- ;
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BILLS ‘Let the courts dec1de sentencmg, advocate says

Continued from BI .

Class B and C felonies for
drug promotion carry
mandatory minimum sen-
tences of 10 years and five
years, respectively.

Sentencing courts already
have a wide range of discre-
tion in sentencing for drug
possession offenses, includ-
ing Drug Court, deferred
pleas, probation and treat-
ment, the attorney general’
office said.

HAWAII COUNTY Prosecu-
tor Mitchell Roth said the
vast majority of violent-

. crime cases that come
through his office are drug-
related, with thé majority . of
Class B and C cas
ming from metham

mine, or ice, possession-and

distribution.

“Basically, this bill seeks
to reduce the penalty to the
people who are causing the
greatest problems to our
community by distributing

bill vwould not take away the

-take other factors into ac-

drugs, which are the pri-
mary cause of most crime in
Hawaii County,” Roth said in
testimony.

Prison advocates say
many of the felony cases in-
volve nonviolent offenders
caught using drugs.

“They’re really not crimi-
nals so much as just people
that were found in posses-
sion of drugs that are ad- -

- dicted to drugs,” said state

Sen. Maile Shimabukuro (D,
Kalaeloa-Waianae-Makaha),
the introducer of the bill.
“What they need is treat-
ment as opposed to prison
time.”

She and Brady said the

power of the courts to im-
e mandatory mini-

count.

“We’re not saying let the
courts let everybody out,”
Brady said. “We’re saying let
the courts decide.”

In a three-page letter to
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“Basically, this bill seeks to reduce the
penalty to the people who are causing
the greatest problems to our community
by distributing drugs, which are the

County.”

' Mitchell Roth

Hawaii County Prosecutor

the governor seeking his ap-
proval for the bill, Brady

" cited statistics from 2000 —

the last time data were
available — showmg

WOMEN, OFTEN the pri-
mary caregiver of families,
have a lower rate of violent-
crime convictions and a'
higher rate of drug-related
convictions when compared

‘primary cause of most crime in Hawaii

with men, and 56.5 percent
of women received sen-
tences of at least five years
under the mandatory mini-
mum law, Brady wrote.

ber of offenders, it still
would be “a great start to at
least divert some of these
people — that really should-
n’t be getting these manda--
tory sentences — into
treatment.”

Robert Masao Gushiken

June 13,2013

% Robert Masao
memmr (Gushiken, 83, of Alea,

aretired state computer operator

and an Army veteran, died in
Aiea. He was born in Hilo. He is
survived by sons Daryl and
Lance, daughters Hope Hiro-
naga and Lisa Yafuso, brothers
Earl Yamamoto and Bobby Kinjo,
sisters Dorothy Stevens and .
Shirley Kikugawa, nine grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchil-
dren. Visitation: 2:30 p.m.
Sunday at Hosoi Garden Mortu-
ary. Services: 3:30 p.m. Casual
attire.

Mildred Miyuki
Yamanaka Ikeda
June 16:, 2013

Mildred Miyuki Yamanaka
“Maggie” Ikeda, 90, of Honolulu,
a retired public health nurse for
Montgomery County, Md., died in

" Kahala Nui. She was born in

Waihee, Maui. She is survived by
sons George A.and John P, -
brother Ralph N. Yamanaka and
two grandchildren. Visitation:

9 am. Saturday at Hosoi Garden
Mortuary. Services: 10 a.m. Cas-
ual attire. No flowers. Donations
suggested to Kahala Senior Liv-
ing Community, Attn: Fund De-
velopment, 4389 Malia St,,
Honolulu, HI 96821.

Edwin Michael Jose
July 3,2013

Edwin Michael “Ed” Jose, 73,
of Honolulu, a Sam'’s Ciub em-
p!oyee, died in St. Francis Hos-
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naga, 60, of Honolulu, an Appli-
cations Engineering Branch
employee for the U.S. govern-
ment at Pearl Harbor Naval Ship-
yard, died in the Queen’s
Medical Center. He was born in
Honolulu. He is survived by wife
Jackie A.; sons Marshall PM,,
Colin 8.Y. and Chad G.S.; par-
ents Paul Sueki and Jane T. Toku-
naga; brothers Guy and Steven;
and two grandchildren. Visitation:
9:30 a.m. Saturday at Star of the
Sea Parish, 4470 Aliikoa St.
Services: 11 a.m. Reception to
follow. Aloha attire. No flowers.

~ Fern Mildred Uluwehi-
.wehionalani Trazo

May 7, 2013

Fern Mildred Uluwehiwehiona-
lani Trazo, 70, of Kent, Wash,, a
retired Panasonic employee in
Kent, died in Kent. She was born
in Ewa. She is survived by hus-
band Nicolas Jr.; daughters
Melinda and Nicole Trazo, and
Ivy Witkerson; seven grandchil-
dren; and two great-grandchil-
dren. Visitation: 9:30 a.m. Friday
at Mililani Mortuary-Waipio, ,
makai chapel. Services: 11 am. "
Burial: 11:30 a.m. at Mililani Me-

" morial Park. Aloha attire. Flowers :

welcome.

Patricia T. Woo
June 29, 2013

Patricia T. Woo, 64, of Miliani,
a Tupperware sales director for
the Pacific region, died in Mililani.
:She was bomn in Honolulu. She
is survived by husband Winston

Charles Jeffrey Benji Toku-



