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$30 Mil for Hwy 130 in Proposed Budget

The House recently proposed a two-year construction budg-
et that includes $30 million in matching funds to widen
Highway 130 to four lanes. Gov. Ige recently released an
additional $847,000 for the ‘Ainaloa roundabout, building
on ongoing improvements since 2015. The Dept. of Trans-
portation designated $25 million for 2019-2024 to help
Hawai‘i County set up and manage a rural bus program. We

are working hard to improve transit for Puna residents.

Initial Funds Released for Boat Ramp

Gov. Ige recently released $500,000 for a boat ramp feasibil-
ity study following a joint letter we sent him in January. The
proposed state construction budget for next year includes $1.6
million in matching funds for the boat ramp at Pohoiki. We
are working with the offices of Senator Brian Schatz and
Representative Ed Case in Washington, D.C. to secure federal
funds for the project and ensure our lawai‘a (fishermen) get

convenient access to the ocean as soon as possible.
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Improving Healthcare with Broadband

On February 15, dozens of Puna residents gathered at
Hawaiian Paradise Park Activity Center for a town hall
meeting we hosted on the topic of telehealth and broadband
connectivity. Speakers included members from the Depart-
ment of Health, Pacific Basin Telehealth Resource Center,
Hilo Medical Center, Spectrum and Hawaiian Telecom. To
watch the Na Leo TV broadcast of the town hall meeting,
visit bit.ly/punatownhall or go to naleo.tv. With potential
for COVID-19 (Coronavirus) spread, telehealth is needed.
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State Funding Released for Puna

In February, Gov. David Ige released funds budgeted in
2019. Some of the projects impacting Puna include: Pahoa
High & Intermediate - $1,000,000 for covered walkways
connecting the cafeteria to the upper portables. ‘Ainaloa
Boulevard - Additional $847,000 for Keaau-Pahoa Road
intersection improvements. Habitat for Humanity -
$265,000 to construct affordable housing for low-income
families on Hawai‘i Island. Hilo Medical Center -
$2,000,000 for design and construction of a telehealth unit.
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Why Census 2020 Matters for Puna

The federal government will distribute about $675 billion
dollars to communities across America based on 2020
Census data. When Hawai‘i residents aren’t counted, we
miss out on funding for our schools, hospitals, roads, and
other vital programs. By April 1, 2020, every home will
have received an invitation to participate in the 2020 Cen-
sus. Once the form arrives, you should respond for your
home in one of three ways: online, by phone, or by mail.

Please ensure your ‘ohana is counted. The 2020 Census is
coming soon. |
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Census Job Opportunities $21.50+/hr

Help our community while getting paid. Jobs for the
2020 Census offer competitive wages that are paid weekly.
Authorized expenses, such as mileage, are reimbursed for
employees doing fieldwork. Pay rates and work hours can
vary by position and location. Temporary positions for the
2020 Census feature flexible hours - a perfect fit if you are
looking to earn money, even if you already have other
commitments. Apply at 2020census.gov/jobs

It informs how billions of
dollars in public funding
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415 S. Beretania Street, Room 442

Honolulu, HI 96813
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