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Legislative Session Newsletter April/May 2020

Disclaimer:

Due to the rapid benefits, grants, and loans being made available prior to and during the printing of this newsletter, please check
schatz.senate.gov for all federal benefits, ehawaii.gov for the latest information with the Department of Health and Department of Labor
and capitol.hawaii.gov/memberpage.aspx?member=SanBuenaventura for newsletter info detailing weekly available benefits.

For more timely updates, sign up for my e-newsletter at www.bit.ly/repjoynewsletter
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GUIDE TO FOOD RESOURCES

There are handful of food resources available for adults, kupuna, and keiki. Below is an illustrative list of food resources that are available:

Grab-and-go Breakfast and Lunch — Meal Pickup Service | Keonepoko Elementary, Pahoa High and Intermediate School, and Keaau
High School are serving grab-and-go breakfasts and lunches. Meals will be served to students 18 years and under regardless of qualification
for free meals. Pick-ups are Mon through Fri 7:30am to 8am for breakfast, 11:30am to 12pm for lunch. Children must be present.

SNAP (Food Stamps) | The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a federal program administered by the Hawaii Depart-
ment of Human Services. The program provides crucial food and nutritional support to qualifying low-income and needy households, and
those making the transition from welfare to self-sufficiency. Learn more at www.humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/snap/

The Food Basket Inc. — Food Resource | The Food Basket is an island wide, supplemental food network that collects and distributes nutri-
tious, high quality food to low income households, the working poor, the disabled, the ill, senior citizens, and children. Due to the Corona-
virus, please call ahead to food pantries or soup kitchens before visiting as the times and location may have changed in response to the crisis.
For more information, please contact 808-933-6030 or fill out the contact form on their website: www.hawaiifoodbasket.org

Hawaii County Nutrition Program — Meal Delivery Service | The Hawaii County Nutrition program provides meals to kupuna who are
home bound due to illness or injury. Kupuna must be age 60 and older. Please call 808-961-8726 for more information.

Our Kupuna — Food Resource | Our Kupuna is a free service provided by volunteers interested in helping kupuna in their community. The
volunteer is matched to a kupuna (over age 65 years old). The volunteer will check in with the kupuna once a week and shop for food and
necessary supplies, so the kupuna does not have to leave their home. The kupuna is responsible for reimbursing the sponsor for the cost of the
items via cash/check (no credit cards allowed). Kupuna will need to apply online at www.ourkupuna.com. Phone: 808-400-4506

July 9 - Voter Registration | Final day voter registration is accepted online or by mail for the Primary Election.

July 21 - Mail Ballot Packet | Look for your Primary Election mail ballot packet to be delivered.

July 27 - Voter Service Center | Voter Service Centers are open through Election Day. Services include in-person voting.

Aug 8 - Primary Election | Ballots must be received by 7 pm.

Oct 5 - Voter Registration | Final day voter registration is accepted online or by mail for the General Election.

Oct 16 - Mail Ballot Packet | Look for your General Election mail ballot to be delivered.

VOTE Oct 20 - Voter Service Center | Voter Service Centers are open through Election Day. Services include in-person voting.
Nov 3 - General Election | Ballots must be received by 7 pm.
For more information call Hawaii County Clerk at 808-961-8277 or visit elections.hawaii.gov
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GUIDE TO HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Does everyone need to wear a face mask now?

Governor David Ige’s April 16th Proclamation strongly encourages the use of face coverings per CDC guidance. The CDC recommends
wearing a cloth face covering in public settings particularly where other physical distancing measures are difficult to maintain such as grocery
stores, pharmacies, and takeout food establishments. Masks complement other physical distancing measures, which are the most effect means
of containing community spread. Remember, my facemask protects you and your facemask protects me.

I lost my employer-provided health insurance. What do I do?

Go online to medical.mybenefits.hawaii.gov and complete the pre-assessment form to find out what your household qualifies for. Note: Un-
employment benefits and stimulus checks DO NOT count towards your monthly income in this case. Follow the steps to create an account,
log in, and complete the application. When your application is received, HealthCare.gov will contact you to let you know how to apply for
private coverage and any tax credits you qualify for. You may also call 1-877-628-5076 to apply by phone.

Need help? Know someone who does?
If you, or someone you care about, are feeling overwhelmed with emotions like sadness, depression, or anxiety, or feel like you want to harm
yourself or others: Call the Disaster Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-5990, or text TalkWithUs to 66746; call the National Domestic Violence
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When it is time to Households can
respond, most house-
holds will receive an
invitation in
~ the mail.

respond online, by
mail or by phone.

For each person that
does not get counted,
our community can lose
out on up to $4,000 in
federal funding per year,
for the next 10 years.

MAY - JULY
Census officials will visit
homes that have not
responded to the 2020
census to help make
sure everyone
APRIL 1ST is counted.
Census Day is
observed nationwide.
By this day, every
home will receive an
invitation to
participate in the
2020 Census.

Households will

receive official Census
Bureau mail with
detailed information on
how to respond to the
2020 Census.
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