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(D) Senate District 17– Serving Mililani Mauka, Mililani Town, Waipio Acres and Waipio Gentry  

 
Aloha 
Friends and 
Neighbors, 
 

The fourth 
session of 
my first  

We have seen some signs 
of economic vitality  in the 
visitor industry. But yet to 
fully recover is the construc-
tion industry, where high    
unemployment remains. As 
Vice Chair of the Committee 
on Ways and Means, I led the 
Senate’s focused approach to 
programs that would acceler-
ate and diversify our recovery 
by funding work on the      
tremendous backlog of repair 
and maintenance projects at 
public facilities that have 
been put aside for too long. 

 

 By session’s end, with 
great collaboration from our 
colleagues in the House, we 
were able to include more 
than $400 million in construc-
tion work. Here is how our 
community benefitted: 

Me ke Aloha Pumehana, 

  

S ena to r  Miche l l e  K idan i  

 
Over $21 Million in Capital Improvement Projects For District 17 

EDUCATION: 
 

Highlands  
Intermediate 
 

Kanoelani  
 

Kipapa  
 
 
 

Mililani High  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mililani Ike 
 
 

Mililani Mauka  
 
 

Mililani Middle  
 
 

Mililani Uka  
 

Pearl City High  

 
 

Chorus Classroom asbestos  
removal and renovation  

 
 

Covered walkways  
 

Air conditioning replacement  
 
 

Reconstruction and resurfacing of ten-
nis courts  
 

Resurfacing of lower parking lot and 
driveway   
 

Construction and equipment for addi-
tional restrooms and upgrade of       
athletic field concession stand  

 

Renovation of covered play court   
 
 

Covered walkways  

 
 

Repair and Replace Roofs  
 

New Playground Equipment  
 

Plans and Design for synthetic track/
field at Bino Neves Stadium  

 
 

$  480,000 
 
 
 

$  750,000 
 

$  200,000 
 

$  900,000 
 
 

$  350,000 
 
 

$1,100,000 
 
 
 

$  150,000 
 

$  500,000 
 
 

$  750,000 
 
 

$    75,000 
 

$  550,000 

Community 
 

FilCom Center 
 
 

Hawaii Okinawa 
Center 
 

Waipio Neigh Park  

 
 

Installation of photovoltaic panels  

 
 

Renovation and upgrades  

 
 
 

Construction of batting cage  

 
 

$  450,000 
 
 

$  400,000 
 
$    25,000 

Roads/Highways 
 

Kamehameha 
Highway 

 
Replacement or renovation of Kipapa 
Gulch Bridge from two to four lanes  

 

Sidewalks along both sides from  
Meheula Pkwy to Lanikuhana Ave 
 

Graffiti resistant wall material from 
Waipahu St to Waipio Uka Blvd  

 
 

$7,200,000 
 
 
 

$3,000,000 
 
 

$5,000,000 

   Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228   Phone: (808) 586-7100 Fax: (808) 586-7109 E-mail: senkidani@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

term has now concluded. I am 
deeply honored to have served 
as your Hawaii State Senator.  



Hawaii State Senate Stays the Course in          
2012 Legislative Session 
 

Job Creation, Education, Shoring up the Safety Net & Improving IT Infrastructure 

 

The Hawaii State Senate adjourned on May 3, 2012, 
the final day of the 2012 Legislative Session, passing 
many bills in support of its priorities set forth at the 
beginning of the session.  Throughout the second year 
of the legislative biennium, the overarching themes 
and priorities of the Senate were  
 
The Senate Majority Democrats remain committed   
to improving the quality of life for our people of     
Hawaii.  Here are some highlights of the Senate      
accomplishments: 

Job Creation & Creating a    
Sustainable Economy 
 
Although Hawaii is experiencing a 
steady economic recovery, many   
people are still unemployed or under-
employed, especially in the construc-
tion and trade industries. Realizing 
this grim reality, the Senate made job 
creation and creating a sustainable 
economy top priorities through its 
flagship initiative, The Invest in     
Hawaii Act of 2012.  To accomplish 
this priority, the Senate was able to 
include in excess of $414M for repair 
and deferred maintenance projects in 
the Capital Improvement Program 
portion of the budget for fiscal year 
2013, pursuant to House Bill 2012.  
The funding will allow for the crea-
tion of more than 4-thousand shovel-
ready jobs for all trades in the con-
struction industry – from carpenters to 
consultants, and help put money in 
workers’ pockets and give companies 
confidence to   begin hiring again. 
 
The projects will focus on smaller 
repairs and maintenance to address 
aging infrastructures and to extend the 
useful life of existing state-owned as-
sets and facilities, energy conservation 
and sustainable improvements, and  

health, safety and code requirements.  
Not only the state departments, but 
everyone in the State will benefit from 
this funding.  This funding will have a 
positive impact on every trade in the 
construction industry, as well as the 
businesses that provide goods and  
services to the industry. 
 
Highlights of the funding are provided 
as follows: 
 
The Department of Education will 
receive $296M in FY13, including 
$116M that has been appropriated for 
classroom renovations and school 
building improvements to address the 
department’s repair and maintenance 
backlog, $10M for electrical upgrades 
to support the rapidly evolving tech-
nology that is imperative to keep stu-
dents competitive in the global econ-
omy, and $30M in various lump sum 
appropriations for schools throughout 
the State to address Americans with 
Disabilities Act compliance, health 
and safety and special education 
needs. 
 
For the University of Hawaii, over 
$80M was appropriated for capital 
renewal and deferred maintenance as 
well as health, safety, and building 
code requirements, System wide.      

 
Additionally, to address significant 
growth in student enrollment at the 
community college level, further 
funding of $27.5M was provided to 
the community colleges, including 
$10M for Kapiolani Community   
College to begin construction of the 
Culinary Institute of the Pacific. 
 
Further, more than $60M has been 
provided for  Hawaii Public Housing 
Authority to continue to upgrade its 
units and help to shelter low-income 
families; $35M has been appropriated 
for the Hawaii Health Systems Corpo-
ration to help tackle the repair and 
maintenance needs at community       
hospitals statewide; $26M has been 
provided to the Department of Agri-
culture and Department of Land and 
Natural Resources to allow them to 
continue their efforts to maintain the 
State's irrigation systems, as well as 
rivers, reservoirs and dams statewide, 
including $1.1M to upgrade, repair 
and reinforce the Hanalei River 
breach which was made worse by the 
recent heavy rains. 
 
Finally, to shore up our safety net, 
many community programs run by 
non-profit organizations were pro-
vided a total of $20M to assist them in  
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the continuation of services and     
programs throughout the State. 
 
To further continue supporting our top 
industry, strategic investment was 
made in our tourism industry through 
Senate Bill 490.  The measure devel-
ops and implements new initiatives to 
significantly increase travel and tour-
ism in the State, taking advantage of 
an executive order signed by President 
Obama to ease access for international 
travelers.  The expanded visa pro-
grams would help provide up to an 
estimated 154,000 jobs in Hawaii. 
China in particular is a rising market 
for Hawaii's tourism industry, with 
unprecedented growth potential. 
 
Looking ahead at the future of tour-
ism, the Senate supports an emerging  

market, such as Space Tourism, which 
has the potential of being a billion 
dollar global industry that could sig-
nificantly increase state revenues, pro-
vide new aerospace jobs, and rejuve-
nate economic development in the 
Kalaeloa area.  The ground work for 
the industry is established through 
Senate Bill 112, which appropriates 
funds for the application for a space-
port license from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

People and Children 
 
As a result of our State’s steady eco-
nomic recovery, the safety net contin-
ues to need strengthening. There are 
many who still suffer job loss and sig-
nificant wage and benefit reductions.  
The Senate Majority is mindful of the 
struggles of Hawaii’s most vulnerable  

citizens and supports efforts to assist 
them.  Child welfare, MedQuest,   
domestic violence shelters and various 
shortfalls across the Department of 
Human Services were addressed in  
the State Budget, House Bill 2012. 

Since the closure of Hawaii Medical 
Center-West, hospitals on Oahu have 
been faced with an increased volume 
in patient admittance.  The Senate 
provides support for the hospitals  
system through House Bill 304. 

With the growing demand of health 
care, Senate Bill 2939 appropriates 
funds for the St. Francis Healthcare 
System of Hawaii, formerly known   
as Hawaii Medical Center-East to  
improve its facilities and services in 
the  interest of the health, safety, and 
wellbeing of residents. 
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2012 SUPPLEMENTAL STATE OPERATING BUDGET: 

This year the Legislature passed an $11.2 billion supplemental budget for the State of Hawaii, House Bill 2012. Following three 
years of budget cuts totaling more than a billion dollars each year, this year’s budget provided the Senate with a refreshing oppor-
tunity to reinforce the safety net where needed, reinstitute core services that have been decimated over the past three years, and 
make strategic investments in key areas that can help us grow the economy and sustain a more prosperous future for Hawaii. The 
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Subsidies,  $873,859 

Lieutenant Governor,  
$1,020,774 

Governor,  $3,008,433 

Human Resources 
Development,  $19,804,446 

Taxation,  $22,764,775 

Agriculture,  $42,101,954 

Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs,  $50,586,801 

Attorney General,  
$73,122,827 

Defense,  $109,083,863 

Land and Natural Resources,  
$111,534,249 

Accounting and General 
Services,  $166,205,378 

Hawaiian Home Lands,  
$184,992,104 

Public Safety,  $234,581,424 

Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism,  

$241,367,661 

Labor,  $490,431,649 

University of Hawaii,  
$993,645,330 

Education,  $1,856,429,564 

Health,  $1,501,022,002 

Human Services,  
$2,385,651,645 

Transportation,  
$846,569,213 



The Senate also continues its strong 
support for education. Notably, the 
Senate has underscored education as a 
top priority.  Through the State 
Budget, key areas of investment were 
made in the student weighted formula, 
student meals, Community Schools 
for Adults and student transportation. 
 
To strengthen Hawaii’s Charter 
School system, Senate Bills 2115   
and 2116 increase accountability in 
the governance of Hawaii’s Charter 
schools that will foster improved   
student outcomes.  Senate Bill 2115 
establishes clear lines of authority  
and clarifies the relationships, respon-
sibilities, and lines of accountability 
among stakeholders of Hawaii's   
Charter School System.  Senate Bill 
2116 appropriates funds to help with 
the transition. 
 
The Senate believes early life experi-
ences lay the groundwork for a child's 
lifelong learning and providing high 
quality early learning programs that 
are affordable and accessible for all 
children are critically important for 
ensuring the success of Hawaii's keiki.  
Working in concert with the Gover-
nor’s Early Childhood Education Ini-
tiative, the Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 2545, which establishes the Early 
Learning Council and the Early  

Learning Advisory Board. 
 
Renewable Energy and          
Sustainability  
 
The Senate Majority strives to make 
Hawaii a model for the rest of the 
country by continuing the Hawaii 
Clean Energy Initiative.   Reducing 
electricity costs depends in part on 
diversifying the energy sources within 
the State.  Geothermal energy is a  
solid source of indigenous, renewable 
energy that could be made available at 
low costs. Senate Bill 2001 requires 
consultation and input from the  
Native Hawaiian community and   
general public when developing geo-
thermal projects on public trust lands. 
Meanwhile, Senate Bill 3003 allows 
geothermal resources exploration and 
development in all state land use dis-
tricts and all zones of the conservation 
districts.  Governor Abercrombie 
signed Senate Bill 3003 into law in 
April. 
 
With our State's dependence on      
imported foods and threat to our food 
security, Senate Bill 2695 establishes 
a livestock feed feasibility pilot pro-
ject to help address the rising cost of 
feed and explore ways to increase the 
sustainability of our local protein 
sources.  Self-sufficiency is critical to  

Hawaii's food security and ability to  
respond effectively in the event of 
natural disasters or disruptions in 
transportation. 
 
Retooling Government   
 
In the area of technology, the Senate 
calls for investing in the State’s infor-
mation technology (IT) infrastructure 
in order to improve government and to 
better serve the public.  The invest-
ment in IT upgrades aims to increase 
productivity, making government 
more efficient.  The State Supplemen-
tal Budget, House Bill 2012, makes 
significant investments in software 
upgrades, integration in information 
technology, and modernization of da-
tabases and records, to name a few.  
Hawaiian Homelands, Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs, Accounting and 
General Services and Human Services 
are some of the departments that will 
be receiving IT upgrades. 
 
The Senate also supported the Gover-
nor’s broadband initiative to improve 
services and to ensure that each and 
every citizen has access.  The initia-
tive is supported by Senate Bill 2236, 
which assists Clearcom or a partner-
ship headed by Clearcom, Inc., with 
the planning, designing, constructing, 
and operating of broadband infrastruc-
ture throughout the State. 
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Photo taken  from the gallery of  the Hawaii State Senate Chambers on May 3, 2012, Sine Die. 



Other Notable Bills: 
 
House Bill 608, Relating to 
Health, Act 1 (2012) 
Governor Abercrombie signed House 
Bill 608 (Act 1) into law in February. 
The measure appropriates state funds  
to The Queen’s Medical Center to 
perform kidney and liver transplants 
and to the National Kidney Founda-
tion of Hawai'i to maintain its chronic 
kidney disease management program.  
Act 1 helps ensure that organ trans-
plant patients are able to remain in the 
islands and receive efficient and 
timely care. 
 
Senate Bill 2783, Relating to the 
Public Trust Lands, Act 15 
(2012)  
Senate Bill 2783 conveys Kaka‘ako 
Makai lands to the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs (OHA).  The State and OHA 
agreed that an approximately $200 
million settlement represents a reason-
able compromise of the disputed 
claims.  To satisfy that $200 million 
amount, the State is conveying con-
tiguous and adjacent parcels in 
Kaka‘ako Makai.  Under this law, all 
disputes and controversies relating to 
OHA's portion of income and pro-
ceeds from the public trust lands will 
be extinguished and discharged as 
well as bar all claims, suits, and ac-
tions for the period November 7, 1978 
through June 30, 2012. Governor 
Abercrombie signed Senate Bill 2783 
into law in April. 
 
Senate Bill 2776, Relating to 
Public Safety  
After an unprecedented collaboration 
between the Governor, Chief Justice, 
Senate President, House Speaker and 
Director of Public Safety, a data-
driven justice reinvestment strategy 
was created to bring out-of-state pris-
oners back to Hawaii, reduce spending 
on corrections, and reinvest savings 
generated in strategies that would   
reduce recidivism and crime and    
increase public safety. 
 
One of the outcomes of the Justice  

Reinvestment Initiatives was the pas-
sage of Senate Bill 2776.  The meas-
ure establishes a statutory structure to 
improve the criminal justice system, 
relying on the Department of Public 
Safety, Hawaii Paroling Authority, 
and Adult Probation Services to effec-
tively implement changes to policies 
and practices. 
 
Senate Bill 2247, Known as  
Kelsey’s Law, Act 94 (2012) 
Senate Bill 2247, which was signed 
into law by Governor Abercrombie in 
April, will require cell phone or com-
munication service providers to assist 
law enforcement agencies in deter-
mining the location of a cell phone in 
emergency situations.  The bill was 
named in honor of Kelsey Smith, an 
18-year-old Kansas woman who was 
kidnapped, raped and murdered in 
2007. It is believed that if Verizon 
Wireless had turned over cell phone 
records on the day Smith was kid-
napped, she may be alive today. 
 
House Bill 2030, Relating to 
Emergency Vehicle; Move Over 
House Bill 2030 requires motorists to 
move over and slow down their vehi-
cles when passing a stationary emer-
gency vehicle on a highway.  If this 
measure becomes law, a violation 
against it will result in a fine, which 
will not impact the driver’s car insur-
ance rates. 

House Bill 2502, Relating to 
Mortgage  Servicers 
The Legislature continues its previous 
commitment to assist Hawaii’s home-
owners through the passage of House 
Bill 2502. Among other things, this 
measure helps the State to meet na-
tional standards for Mortgage Ser-
vicers and helps the Department of 
Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
monitor them. HB 2502 requires mort-
gage servicers that provide loan-
modification services to be properly 
licensed. The measure also authorizes 
the Commissioner of Financial Institu-
tions to require all mortgage servicers 
to register with the Nationwide Mort-
gage Licensing System. 

House Bill 2848, Relating to   
Public Safety 
Many studies conducted both nation-
ally and statewide show native Hawai-
ians to be at particularly high risk for 
substance abuse.  House Bill 2848 
aims to reduce regression for criminal 
offenders by employing native Hawai-
ian cultural practices and other inno-
vations into their rehabilitation. The  
measure also creates a work release 
pilot program on the Big Island which 
allows certain incarcerated individuals 
to work on projects that benefit the 
local community and the State.  A 
report is due to the Legislature prior  
to the 2013 legislative session. 
 
 Senate Bill 2228, Relating to 
Pseudoephedrine  
Senate Bill 2228 establishes an elec-
tronic tracking system for the sale of 
products containing pseudoephedrine 
as a base and requires the Department 
of Public Safety Narcotics Enforce-
ment Division to implement the elec-
tronic tracking system. 
  
The establishment of the system will 
assist the State in tracking retail pseu-
doephedrine sales, with the intent of 
decreasing the production of metham-
phetamine. By permitting a retailer to 
check a computerized database prior 
to sale, it will improve the retailer’s 
ability to safely sell products contain-
ing pseudoephedrine to consumers. 
 
Se Bill 2804, Relating to  
Homelessness 
Senate Bill 2804 allows Hawaii Inter-
agency Council on Homelessness, 
temporarily established by the Gover-
nor in 2011, to continue to identify 
critical strategic goals and  initiatives 
that would mitigate homelessness as 
well as ensure that the homeless     
persons obtain permanent  housing to 
become reintegrated into  the commu-
nity. If signed into law,   this measure 
would require that the Department of 
Human Services conduct a study on 
the feasibility of establishing safe   
havens in Hawaii and to submit a   
report to the Legislature prior to the 
2013 Regular Session. 
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Brigadier General Brad Sakai 

    Congratulations to my cousin, Braden “Mongo” Sakai  (center), of Mililani who on May 8th was pinned by his wife, Momi (with 
lei) and Governor Neil Abercrombie (far right) as Hawaii’s newest Brigadier General. Parents are Gerald and Lois Sakai, also of 
Mililani (pictured to Brad’s right).  To his left are his children Dawn, Michelle and Brandon.  His sister Shawn and Gen. Joseph 
Kim are pictured at far left.  
    General Sakai was in the first Mililani High School graduating class of 1977 and is also a University of Hawaii alumnae. He 
commands the154th Wing, Hawaii Air National Guard at Hickam Air Force Base. 

Aloha and Mahalo Nui Principal Sandy Ahu 
 

Retired Principal Sandy Ahu returned to Kanoelani Ele-
mentary School on May 23rd to be honored by her stu-
dents and faculty.  After 37 years with the DOE, Princi-
pal Ahu retired at the end of December 2011. 
 
New Principal, Stacie Kunihisa (shown below at far left 
in front row) and Vice Principal Walleen Hirayama 
(second from left front row) are off to a good start at the 
helm of Kanoelani.  They are shown below receiving a 
check for $4,427 from Miles Ichinose and his team from 
McDonald’s.  The Waipio McDonald’s recently held 
it’s re-grand opening and used this opportunity to 
fundraise for Kanoelani Elementary School.  Thank 
you Mr. Ichinose and McDonald’s! 

REAPPORTIONMENT 
 
  The current Senate District 17 
which I currently represent will be 
changed by taking out Waipio 
Acres and Mililani Mauka. 
 
   Lower Mililani and Waipio Gen-
try will be included with most of 
Waikele, Village Park and Royal 
Kunia to make up the new Senate 
District 18. 


	Over $21 Million in Capital Improvement Projects For District 17
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