
 

 

                                                                 JANUARY 2012                        

 Aloha, and Happy New Year! 
 

As we begin 2012, I hope that you and your families are in good health and eager 
for opportunities that may come your way in the months ahead. 
 

By the Asian lunar calendar, this is the Year of the Dragon.  Traditionally, those 
born under this sign are hard working, unafraid of challenges, and ready to make 
decisions, with the input of others.  As the Legislative session begins, we 
lawmakers could all benefit from these characteristic behaviors. 
 

While the state is still facing some serious challenges, there appears to be some optimism that our 
economy is beginning at least a slow recovery.  As stewards of the state budget, we are very much 
aware of the implications of every decision made at the Capitol.  I can assure you that I take my 
responsibility as your Senator very seriously, that my decisions are made after listening to all sides 
of the issues, and that your participation in the process is very 
important to the success of my work. 
 

I’ll be at your Neighborhood Board and other community meetings, 
and always look forward to joining you in the many special events 
that celebrate our successes and strengthen our shared traditions.  
I welcome your calls and emails with comments and suggestions; my 
staff and I are ready to help with Dragon-like determination. 
 

Me ke Aloha Pumehana, 

 
Senatorial District 17  –   Mililani Town, Mililani Mauka, Waipio Acres, Waipio Gentry 

Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 228      Phone: (808) 586-7100     E-mail: senkidani@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Our community’s loss :  Irene Rosetta Elston—1914-2011 
 

We all share a sense of loss with the sad news that Irene Elston – a former member of the Waipahu 
Neighborhood Board – passed away in late December at the age of 97.  Irene and her husband, Bill, moved 
to Hawaii many years ago and managed property in Waipahu.  From the early days of their time here, it 
was obvious that they were committed to assuring that their island home was a warm and welcoming place 
to live. 

To say that Irene was a member of the Waipahu Neighborhood Board is to vastly understate her 
involvement in the community.  In fact, the Neighborhood Commission Office records show that she was 
an elected Board member for 26 consecutive years, beginning in 1985.  During that time, she also 
established and led the Waipahu Neighborhood Improvement Association and was active with the Waipahu 
Community Association.   It is widely understood that Irene was instrumental in prodding the city to clean 
up and restore Pupuole Park to the benefit of the surrounding neighborhoods. 

We are grateful for Irene Elston’s dedicated hard work on behalf of Waipahu, and extend our 
condolences to her surviving son and grandchildren on the mainland.  



 

 

In the 17th Senatorial District . . .The months 
between legislative sessions provide numerous opportunities 
to be away from my Capitol office and out in our 
communities.  Here are some of the events I participated in 
since my last report: 
November:  
22nd - Mililani Waena 2nd grade presentation 
30th -  MTA seniors club 
December:  

2nd - Honolulu Theatre for Youth with Mililani Waena 4thgraders  

3rd - Participated in Mililani Christmas Parade 

4th - Toys for Tots parade/ Japanese Women’s Society Foundation 

Friendship Tea at Kuakini Hospital / emceed MHS Winter Concert       

6th, 15th, 22nd - Salvation Army Bell Ringing Mililani Town Center 

8th - Verizon Wireless facility tour; HSTA talk story with teachers 

10th - Waipio Gentry Christmas Parade/ Attended “Amazing Love” 

Christmas play, First 

Assembly of God                                                                           

14th - Mililani Middle 

School—Legislators 

Back to School presentation to 8th graders;  Mililani Seniors club 

16th - Youth Challenge Graduation 

18th - UH at West Oahu commencement; Ms. Hawaii Fundraiser 

24th - Christmas Eve Service with family at New Hope  

           Farrington High School 

29th - Visited Mililani Mauka, Kipapa, Mililani Ike and  

      Kanoelani Elementary 

 

 

Saying aloha to Sandy Ahu – retiring Principal at  
Kanoelani Elementary in Waipio Gentry. 

Legislators back to school at Mililani Middle School 

With 2nd graders at Mililani Waena 

Congratulations to Grand Champion Tevita Apina! 
 

 Waipahu celebrates the victory of 16-year-old Tevita Apina, Grand 
Champion in KZOO Radio’s 31st Annual Karaoke Contest in late October.  
Tevita – who is of Tongan-Italian-Hispanic heritage – is Waipahu born-
and-raised, and has studied the Japanese language since he was two 
years old.  A self-taught super star, Tevita  learned to dance and sing 
from watching KIKU TV and 
shows like “Okinawa Today.”  
He performs using the 
stage name Hikariyama 
Torao.  In the KZOO 
competition, he earned the 
most points from among 59 
finalists in five divisions – 
and KZOO will be sending 
him off to Japan to 

perform in the Nippon Amateur Kaiosai Grand Prix competition 
in late May. 



 

 

 

The Legislative Session Begins . . . 
 

 The 2012 Legislative session began this month, and will continue for 60 working days through the first week 
of May.  But even between our formal working sessions, our work continued.  The Ways and Means Committee, 
on which I serve as Vice Chair, has been reviewing executive budgets and programs – many jointly with the 
House of Representatives Finance Committee – since mid-November.  Committee members have also been 
conducting site visits across the state to review construction work funded in prior sessions.  My schedule 
included late-December stops at Mililani Mauka, Kipapa, Mililani Ike and Kanoelani Elementary Schools where 
a number of improvement projects are underway to create positive learning environments for our youngsters. 
 
 A two-year state budget was approved last year, and the 2012 session will provide an opportunity to review 
progress, and, as necessary, revise the budget with added funds or possible reductions in spending.  Governor 
Abercrombie outlined his proposed supplemental spending plan in mid-December, but revisions are likely as the 
State Council on Revenues has warned that the slowly improving economy may not provide enough funds to 
cover all of our needs. 

Mililani Welcomes Pakistani Exchange Student 
 

I was pleased to host Ms. Sadaf Akhtar for a day at the Capitol earlier this 
month, and to introduce her to some of the Hawaii legislative process.  Sadaf is 
spending the year at Mililani High School under the sponsorship of the 
American Council on International Education Youth Exchange and Study 
program. 

 While in Hawaii, Sadaf is the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Schiller and 
family of Mililani.  We are so grateful to this caring family for opening their 
doors to her and for sharing in this international exchange opportunity. 

 Senate colleagues  

My 2012 staff: (l to
 r) legislative assistants Jim and Joan Manke,  

UH intern Malia Hitch, office mgr Park Kaleiwahea, and legislative 

assistant Trevor Nagamine 

The 4th session of my first term  

as Senator  for the 17 th District. 

Visitors are always welcome at my Capitol office.  I was so pleased to 

greet the Waipahu area complex principals  on opening day. 

 



 

 

 

Please contact me . . . 
 

Senator Michelle Kidani 
State Capitol Room 228 

Telephone (808) 586-7100 
Fax (808) 586-7109 

Email:   
senkidani@capitol.hawaii.gov 

 

Senator Michelle Kidani 
2012  Senate Assignments 

 

Vice Chair, Committee on Ways & 
Means – with Senate leadership 

responsibility for overseeing all state 
funded construction projects 

 

Vice Chair, Committee on 
Education 

 

Vice Chair, Committee on Public 
Safety,  Government Operations 

& Military Affairs 
 

Member, Committee on  
Hawaiian Affairs 

 

Assistant Majority Leader 
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