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Senate Bill to Fund Wahiawa General Hospital Moves Forward

The Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and
Health passed SB1308 which appropriates funds to support opera-
tions, staff salaries and benefits, and continued hospitalist physician
services for Wahiawa General Hospital (WGH). The bill also authorizes
general obligation bonds so WGH can complete needed improve-
ments to the current facility.

Last session, WGH requested $6 million from Legislature for emer-
gency bridge funding as it develops a sustainability plan. The hospital
ultimately received $2.5 million and has encumbered $2.375 million
through an ongoing contract with the Hawaii Department of Health.

This year, WGH is requesting a one-time appropriation of $3.9 million
for operating dollars and nearly $4 million in capital improvement
funds. The hospital will need an additional two years of bridge fund-
ing so it can address its debt and uncompensated care.

The board of directors and executive management will have to work
diligently to develop a plan that will ensure that WGH can become
sustainable. According to the Department of Health, the hospital’s
long-term viability should involve substantial partnerships with pri-
vate sector health systems, and a facility model that focuses on emer-
gency medical services and long term care. Consultant reports shared
with the department corroborate similar assumptions. WGH will have
to seriously consider which services must be eliminated for its finan-
cial situation.

Although the hospital may lose services, partnerships with the Wa-
hiawa Center for Community Health, an emerging federally qualified
health center, may preserve certain services for the Central Oahu re-
gion.

| look forward to working with my colleagues to secure bridge funding
for Wahiawa General Hospital.
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Working for you!

SCHOOL PROJECT ($)
Mililani Ike Elementary Portable Buildings Drainage Improvements $98,000
C Resurface Cafeteria Parking $130,000

Recoat/Restripe Playcourt $130,000

Mililani Mauka Elementary B Replace Skylights $65,000
Campus Repair Irrigation System $100,000

A RPL Access Lift $34,000

D Reroof $720,000

Mililani Middle P-1 Replace A/C Unit $42,000
P-2 Replace A/C Unit $42,000

P-3 Replace A/C Unit $42,000

P-4 Replace A/C Unit $42,000

F Replace Folding Doors $130,000

B Replace Folding Doors $130,000

Playcourt Wall Waterproofing $130,000

G, E, & A Concrete Walkway Repairs $165,000

C Replace Folding Doors $130,000

C Replace Exterior Soffits $180,000

E Replace Exterior Soffits $180,000

P1 to P4 Replace Flooring $36,000

Mililani High School C Reroof $328,000
W Reroof (Weight Room) $103,000

E Replace Gym Bleachers $450,000

Various Buildings Electrical Improvements $260,000

Resurface Back & Side Driveways $440,000

B Renovate Boys & Girls Gang Toilets $260,000

Replace Fence Back of School $85,000

Various Portables Install Ceiling Fans $39,000

F Reroof (Locker Room) $325,000

G Reroof $295,000

B RPL Book Lockers $115,000

R Kitchen Electrical Improvements $62,000

TOTAL $4,178,000




